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PREFACE. 


- 


HE feithod which gave<rife to the - 
publication of thefe, having. been of- 
fered to the world as a fermon:of Yorick’s, 
I hepe the moft ferious reader will find no-- 
‘thing to offend him, in my continuing thefe 
volumes under the fame title: left it fhould 
‘be otherwile, I have added a fecond title 
page, with the real name of the author:— 

the firft will ferve the bookfeller’s purpofe, 
as Yorick’s name is poflibly of the two the 
more known ;—and_ the fecond will eale the 
minds of thofe who fee a jeft, and the dan- 
ger which lurks under it, where no jeft was 
meant. 

I fuppole i it is needlefs to inform the pub- 
lic, that the reafon of printing thefe fer- 
mons, arifes altogether from: the favourable 
yeception given ash fample of them in 
Tristram Suanpy met with from the 
world. —-That fermon was printed by itfelf 
fome years ago, but could find neither pur- 
chafers nor readers, fo that I apprehended 

Fe es little 
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little hazard from a promife I made upon 
its republication,“ That.if the fermon was 
« liked, thefe fhould be alfo at the world’s 
“ fervice;” which, to be as good as my word, 
they are here; and [ pray to Gop, they may 
do it the fervice J wifh. I have little to fay 
in their behalf, except this, that not one of 
them was compofed with any thoughts of be- 
_ ing printed ;--they have been haftily written, 
and carry the marks of it along with them. 

—This may be no recommendation ;——I 

mean it, however, as fuch:—for as the fer- 

“mons turn chiefly upon philanthrophy, and 
thofe kindred virtues to it, upon which 

hang all the law and the prophets, I truft 

they will be no lefs felt, or worfe received, 

for the evidence they bear of proceeding 
~more from the heart than the head. JT have 
nothing to.add, but that the reader, upon ° 
old and beaten fubje&s, muft not look for 
many new thoughts,—’tis well ifhe has new 
language: in three or four paflages, where 
he has neither the one nor the other, I have 
quoted the author I made free with.--There 
are fome other paflages, where I fufpe& I 
may have taken the fame liberty ;—but ’tis 
only fufpicion, for Ido not remember it is 
fo, otherwife I fhould have them reftored 
to their proper owners; fo that I put it in 
here more as a general faving, than from a 
confcioufnefs of having much to anfwer for 
* upon 
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upon thatfeore. In this, however, and 

every thing elfe which I offeror fhall offer 

to the world, I reft, with a heart much at ° 
eafe, upon the protection of the humane and 

candid from whom I have received many 

favours, for which I beg leave to return them 

thanks—-—thanks.. 
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There be many that say, Who will frew us any 
good ?—Lord, lift thou up the light of thy coun- 


tenance upon us. 


3 os great purfuitofman, isafterhappinefs: 
| itis the firftand ftrongeft defire of his na-~ 
_ture sin every flage of his life, he fearches for 
it, as for hid treafure ;--courts it under a thou- 
fand different fhapes ;--and, though perpetually 
difappointed—ftill perfifts—runs bros and in- 
quires for it afrefh—-afks every paflenger who 
comes in his way, /Vho will faew him any good ? 
~——who will affift him in the attainment of it, or 
dire& him to the difcovery of this great end of 
all his.withes? ae 

He is told by one, to fearch for it amongft the 
more gay and youthful pleafures of life, in 
_ fcenes of mirth and fprightlinefs, where happi- 
nefs ever prefides, and is ever to be known by 
the joy.and laughter which he will fee, at once, 
painted in her looks. 

A fecond, with a graver afpedt, points out 
tothe coftly dwellings which pride and extrava- 
gance have erected :--tells the inquirer that the 
object he is in fearch of inhabits there ;—that 

happinefs 
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happinef{s lives only in company with the great, 
in the midit of much pomp and oxtward ftate:— 
that he will eafily find her out by the coat of 
many colours fhe has on, and the great luxury, 
and expence of equipage and furniture, with 
which fhe always fits furrounded. | 

The mifer bleffes Gop !—wonders how any 
one would miflead, and wilfully put him upon 
fo wrong a fcent--convinces him that happinefs 
and extravagance never inhabited under ‘the 
fame roof ;--that if he would not be difappointed 
in his fearch, he muft look into the plain and 
thrifty dwelling of the prudent man, who knows 
and underftands the worth of money, and cau- 
tioufly laysit up againft an evil hour: that it is 
not the proftitution of wealth upon the paffions, 
or the parting withit atall, that conftitutes hap- 
pinefs,—but that it is the keeping together, and 
the HAviING and HoLpiNG it faft to him and his 
heirs forever, which are the chief attribute that 
form thisgreat idol of human worfhip; towhich 
fo much incenfe is offered up every day. 

The epicure, though he eafily reétifies fo 
grofs a miftake, yet at the fame time he plunges 
him, if poffible, into a greater; for, hearing the 
objeé& of his purfuit to be happinefs, and know- 
ing of no other happinefs than what is feated 

immediately in the fenfes—he fends the inqui- 
rer there ;--tells him ’tis in vain to fearch elfe- 
where for it, than where nature herfelf has 
placed it--in the indulgence and gratification of 
the appetites, which are given us for that end: 
and, in a word,--if he will not take his opinion 
in the matter--he may truft the word of a much 
wifer man, who has affured us—-that there is 
nothing better in this world, than that a man 
fhould eatand drink, and rejoice in his works, 

and 
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and make his foul enjoy good in his labour, ror 
that is his portion. 

To refcue him from this brutal experiment 
Ambition takes him by the hand, and carries 
him into the world,—-fhews him all the king- 
doms of the earth, and the glory of them, 
points out the many ways of advancing his for- 
tune, and raifing himfelf to honour—-lays be- 
fore his eyes all the charms and bewitching 
temptations of power, and afks if there can be 
any happinefs in this world like that of being 
careffed, courted, flattered and followed? 

To clofe all, the philofopfer meets him buft- 
ling in the full career of his purfuit--ftops him 
~-tells him, if he is infearch of happinefs, he is 
far gone out of his way. ene 

That this deity has long been banifhed from 
noife and tumults, where there was no reft 
found for her, and was.fled into folitude, far 
from all commerce of the world ; and inaword, 
if he would find her, he muft leave this bufy and 
intriguing feene, and go back to that peaceful 
fcene of retirement and books, from which he 
at firft fet out. 

In this circle too often does man run; tries 

,all experiments, and generally fitsdown weary 
and diffatisfied with them all at laft—-in utter 
defpair of ever accomplifhing what he wants-- 
nor knowing what to truft to after fo many 
difappointments, or where to lay the fault, whe- 

_ ther in the incapacity of his own nature, or the 
infufficiency of the enjoyments themfelves. - 

In this uncertain and perplexed ftate—with 
out knowledge which way to turn, or where to 
aetake ourfelves forrefuge fo often abufed 
nd deceived by the many who pretend thus to 
thew usany good. Lorn) fays the pfalmift, lift up 
the 
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the light of thy countenance upon us.. Send us- 
tome rays of thy grace and heavenly wifdom, 
in this benighted fearch after happinefs, to di- 
rec us fafely to it. O Gop! let us not wander 
for ever without aguide inthis dark region, in 
endlefs purfuit of our miftaken good; but en- 
lighten our eyes that we fleep not in death-— 
open to them the comforts.of thy holy word and 
religion--lift up the light of the countenance 
upon us—and make us know the joy and fatis- 
faction of living in the true faith and fear of 


_ Thee, which only can carry us to this haven of. 
reft where we would be- 


-that fure haven, . 


where true joys are to be found,.which will at 
length notonly anfwer all our expectations— 
but fatisfy the moft unbounded of our wifhes 
for ever and eyer. 

The words thus opened, naturally reduce 
the remaining part of the difcourfe under two 
heads—The firft part of the yerfe.--‘* there be 
many that fay, who will fhew us any good?” 
—To make fome reflections upon the infuffici- 
ency of moft of our enjoyments towards the 
attainment of happinefs, upon fome of the moft 
received plans on which ’tis generally fought. 

The examination of which will lead us up to 
the fource aud:true fecret of all happinefs, fug- 
gefted to us in the latter part of the verfe 
“ Lorn! lift thou up the light of thy counte- 
nance upon us.’’—-That there.can be no r 
happine{s without religion and virtue, and the 
afhiftance of Gon’s grace and holy {pirit to di- 

rect our lives in the true purfuit of it. y 
Let us inquire into. the Difappointments of 


‘human happinefs on fome of the moft received 


plans on which it is generally fought, for aiid’ 
expected, by the bulk of mankind. 
There 


“$8 RUM‘ ON & Fy 
There is hardly. any fubje& more exhauftéd, 

‘et which, at one time or other, has afforded 
more matter for argument and declamatioh, 
than this one, of the infufficiency of our en- 
joyments. Scarce a reformed fenfualift, from 
Solomon down to our own days,. who has not, 
in fome fits of repentance or ‘difappointment, 
uttered fome fharp reflection upom the empti- 
nefs of human pleafure, and of the vanity of 
vanities which difcovers itfelf in all the pur- 
fuits of mortal man.--But the mifchief has been, 
that though fo many good things have been 
faid, they have generally had the fate to be 
confidered cither as the overflowings of difguft 
from fated appetites, which could no longer re= 
lifh the pleaiures of life, or as the declamatory 
opinions of reclufe and {plenetic men who had 
never tafted them at all, and, confequently, 
‘were thought no judges of the matter. ‘So that 
*tis no great wonder if the greateft part of fuch 
reflections, however juft in themfelves, and 
founded on truth, anda knowledge of the world, 
are found to leave little imprefiion, where the 
jmagination was already heated with great ex- 
pectations of future happinefs; and that the beft 
fe@ures that have been read upon the vanity of 
the world, fo feldom ftop aman in the purfuit 
of the object of his defire, or give him half the 
conviction that the poffeflion of it will, and 
-what the experience of his own life, or a care- 
ful obfervation upon the life of others, do at 
jength generally confirm to us all. 

Let us endeavour, then, totry the caufe upon 
this iffue ; and, inftead of recurring to the com-~ 
mon arguments, or taking any one’s word in the 
cafe, let us truftto matter of fa&; and if, upon 


inquiry, it appears that the actions of mankind 
© e are 
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are not to.be accounted for upon any other 
principle, but this of the infufficiency of. our 
enjoyments, twill. go further towards the efta-. 
bliihment of the truth of this part of. the dif 
courfe, than a thaufand{peculative arguments 
which might be offered upon the occafion, 

., Now, if we take a furvey of the life of man, 
from the time he is come to reafon, to the la- 
teft decline of it in old age---we fhall.find. him 
engaged, and generally hurried on in fucha fuc- 
ceffion of different purfuits, and different opini- 
ons of things, through. the different ftages of his 
life--as will admit of no explication but this, 
‘that he finds no reft for the fole of his foot, on 
any. of the plans where he has been led to ex- 
pect it. 

The moment he is got loofe from tutors and 
governors, and is left to. judge for himfelf, and 
purfue this fcheme his own way his firit 
thoughts are generally full of the mighty hap- 
rian which he ‘is going to enter upon, from 
the free enjoyment of: the pleaftures in which 
he fees others of his age and fortune engaged. 

In confequence of this take notice, how 
_ his imagination is caught by every glittering 
“appearance that flatters this expeétation—Ob- 
ferve what impreffions are made upon his fen- 
' fes, by diverfions, mufic, drefs and beauty 

and how his fpirits are upon the wing, flying 
ia purfuit of them; that yan would think he 
could never have enough. 

Leave him to himfelf a few years, till the 
edge of appetite is worn down—and, you will 
fcarce know him again. You will find himen- 
tered intoengagements, and fetting up foraman 
ofbufinefs and condu&, talking of no other hap- 
pinefs but what centess in projects of making the 


moft 
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moft of this world, and providing for his chil- 
dren, and children’s children afterthem. Exa- 
-mine his notions, he will tell you, that the gay- 
er pleafures of youth, are fit only for thofe who 
know not how to difpofe of themfelves and 
time to better advantage. “That however fair 
and: promifing they might appear to a man un- 
' practifed in them—they were no better than a 
lite of folly andimpertinence, and fo far from 
anfwering your expeCtation of happinefs, ?twas 
well if you efcaped without pain.——That in 
every experiment he had tried, he had. found 
more bitter than {weet, and for the little plea 
fure one could fnatch—it too often left.a ter+ 
rible fling behind it: befides, did the, balance 
lie on the other fide, he would tell you, there 
could be no true fatisfa@tion, where a life runs 
on in fo giddya circle, out of which a wife man 
fhould extricate himfelf as foonas he can, that 
he may begin to look forwards.-—-That it be- 
_comes a man of character and confequence to 
’ lay afide childith things, to take care of hisin- 
terefts, to eftablifh the fortune of his family, 
and place.it out of wantand dependence: and, 
in a word, if there is fuch.a thing as happine{s 
upon earth, it mutt confift in the accomplifh-— 
ment of this; and, for his. own part, if: Gop 
thould profper his endeavours, fo asto be worth 
fach afum, or to beable to bring fuch apoint 
to bear—he fhall be one of the happieft of the 
fons of men---——- In full ffurance of this, on 
he drudges— plots—contrives--rifes early 
late takes reft, and eats the bread of carefulnefs; 
till at length, by hard labour and perfeverance, 
he has reached, if not outgone, the obje& he 
had firft in view.— When he has got thus far-- 
if he isa plain and fincere man, he will make no 
{cruple: 


me 
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{cruple to acknowledge truly, whatialteration 
he has found in himfelf-—if you-aik:him----he. 
willtell you, that his imagination painted fome 
thing before his eyes, the reality of which he 
has not yet attained to: that with‘all the accu- 
‘mulation of his wealth, he neither lives the mer- 
tier, fleepsthe founder, or has lefs care and an- 
xiety upon hisfpirits, than at his firft fetting out. 

Perhaps, you’ll fay, fome dignity, honour, 
or title only is wanting—Oh ! could | accom- 
“pag that, as there would be nothing left then 

or me to wifh, good Gop! how happy fhould 
Tbe! ’Tis ftill the fame--the dignity or title— 
though they crown his head with honour 
add not one-cubit to his happinefs. Upon fum~- 
ming up-the account, ali, all is found to be, 
feated merely in the imagination—The fafter 
he has purfued, the fafter the phantom fled be- 
fore him; and, to ufe the Satyrift’s comparifon 
of the. chariot wheeis---hafte as they will, they 
muft for ever keep the fame diftance. 

Bat what? though I have been thus far difap- 

pointed in my expectations of happinefs from 
the poffeffion of riches--** Let me.try whether 
I fhalf not meet with it in the fpending and 
fafhionable enjoyment of them.” 
‘ Behold! I will get me down, and make me 
great works, and build me houfes, and ptartt 
me vineyards, and: make me gardens and pools 
of water. AndIwillget me tervants and maid- 
ens, and whatfoever my eyes defire, 1 will not 
keep from them. 

In profecution of this he drops all gainful 
purfuits--withdraws himfelf from the buly part 
of the world--realizes--pulls down---builds up 
again—Buys ftatues, pictures—plants and 
plucks up by the roots—levels ene ee 

ills 
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fills up-vallies--turns rivers into dry ground, 
and dry ground into rivers.-—--Says. unto this 
man, Go, andhe goeth; and untoanother, Do 
this, and he doeth it ;--and whatfoever his foul’ 


er than a bare anddimple amufement--—-- and 


which in the fame forrowful confeffion from 
him, which it did from Solomon in the like cafe 
--Lo! | looked on all the works that my hands 
had wrought, and on the labour that I had la- 
boured.to do----and behold ail:was vanity and 
vexation of {pirit----and there was no profit to’ 
me under the.fun. eae 

To inflame-this’account the more--’twill be 

no miracle if, upon cafting it up, he has gone. 
farther leneths than he firft intended, run‘into’- 
expences. which have entangled his fortune, 
and-brought himfelf into fuch difficulties as to 
make way for the laft experiment he can try-- 
and that is'to tura mifer, with no happinefs in 
view but what is to rife out of the’ little deficns 
of a fordid mind, fet'upon faving and fcraping 
up, all he bas injudicioufly fpent. 

In this laft ftage----behold hima poor trem- 
‘ling wretch, fhut up from all mankind--finking 
into utter.contempt; {pending careful days and 

‘fleeplels 


22 $ ERM ON’ T 


fleeplefs nights, in purfuit of what.a marrow 
and contraéted heart can never enjoy :----And 
let ushere leave him to the conviétion he will 
one day find--That there is no end of his labour 
--That his eyes will never be fatisfied withrich- 
es, or will fay--For whom do I labour and be- 
rave myfelf of reft ?--this is alfo a fore travel. 
. Ibelieve this is no uncommon pikture of the 
difappointments of human life--and the manner 
our pleafure, and enopagant flip from under 
us inevery ftage of our'life. And though I 
would not be thought by it,asif-1 was denying 
the reality of pleafures, or difputing the being 
ef them, any more than one would the reality 
of pain---yet I muft obferve on this head, that 
there is a_plain diftinétion to be made betwixt 
pleafure and happinefs. For tho’ there can be 
no happinefs without pleafure—--yet the con~ 
verfe of the propofition will not hold'true.—— 
Weare fo made, that from the'common grati- 
fications of our appetites, and the impreffions 
of a thoufand objeéts, we {natch the one, like 
a tranfient gleam, without being fuffered to 
tafte the other, and enjoy that perpetual fun- 
thine and fair weather which conftantly attend 
it.’ This, I contend, is-only to be found in re- 
ligion--in the co nfethetiiels of virtue--and the 
fure and certain hopes of a better life, Which 
brightens all our projects, and leaves no room 
‘to dread difappointments---becaufe the expec- 
tation of it is built upona rock, whofe founda- 
tions are as deep as thofe of heaven and hell. 
And tho’. in our pilgrimage through this 
world—fome of us may be fo fortunate as to 
meet with tome clear fountains by the way, 
that may cool, for a few moments, the heat of 
this great third of happinefs--yet our Sav — 
wre 
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‘Who knew ’the world, :tho’ he enjoyed but lit- 
Ue of it, tells us that whofoever drinketh of 
this water will thirft again:-—-and we all find 
by experience it is fo, and by talon: that ital- 
ways muft be fo. 

I conclude with a fhort chic tration upon So- 
lomon’s evidence in this cafe. 

Never did the buty brain ofa leanvand hec- 
tic chymift fearch for the philofopher’s ftone 
with more pains and ardour than this great 
man did after happinefs.-—-He was one of the 
wifeft inquirers. into nature—-had tried all her 
powers and capacities, and after a thoufand 


. t? 
vain fpeculations and-yile experiments, he af-» 


firmed, at length, it lay hidin no one thing he 

-had tried-—-like the chymic’s projetions, all 
had ended in fmoke, or what was worfe, in 
vanity and vexation of {pirit:—the conclufion 
of the whole matter was this-—-that he advifes 
every man-who would be happy, to fea: Gop 
and keep his commandments. 
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Lt is better to go to the houfe of mourning, than to 
the houfe of feafiing.— 


HAT I deny—but let us hear the wife 
‘ man’s reafoning upon it—/for that is the 
end of all men, and ie living will lay it to his 
“heart: forrow is better then laughter for a 
erack’d-brained order of Carthufian monks; I 
grant, but not for men of the world.—For what 
urpofe, do you imagine, has Gop made us? 
for the focial fweets of the vrell watered vallies 
where he has planted us, or for the dry and 
~difmal deferts of a Sierra Morena? are the fad 
“accidents of life, and the uncheary hours which 
perpetually overtake us, are they not enough, 
but we muft fally forth in queft of them. —he- 
lye our own hearts, and fay, as your text would 
have us, that they are better than thofe of joy? 
did the Beft of Beings fend us into the world 
‘for this end—to go weeping through it, to 
vex and fhorten alife fhortand vexatious enough 
‘already? do you think, my good preacher, that 
he who is infinitely happy, can envy us our er® 
joyments? or that a being fo infinitely kind 
would: grudge a mournful traveller the fhort reit 
sand retrefhments neceflary to fupport his {pirits 
‘thro’ the ftages of a weary pi eriuaais f or that.. 
*he would call them to a fevere reckoning, be~ 
B52 caute 
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caufe in his way he had haftily fnatched at fome 
little fugatious pleafures, merely» to f{weeten 
his uneaty journey of life, and reconcile him 
to the -ruggednefs of the road, and the many 
hard juftlings heis fo fure to meet with? Con- 


-fider, | befeech you, what provifion and accom- 


modation, the Author of our being has prepar~ 
ed for us, that we might not. go on -our way 
forrowing—bow many carravanferas of reft— 
what powers.and faculties he has given. us for 


taking it—what apt objeéts he*has placed in our 


way to entertain us ;—fome of which he has 
made fo fair, fo exquifitely fitted for this end 
that they have power over us fora time to charm 
away the fenfe-of pain, to.chear up the dejeét- 
ed heart.under poverty and dicknefs, and make ~ 
it go and remember its miferies no more. 

1 will notcontend, at prefent, againttthis rhe~ 
toric; I would. choofe rather, for a moment, 
to go on with-the allegory, andfay we are tra- 
vellers, and, in the moft affecting fenfe of that 
idea, that like travellers, though upon -bufinef 
of the laft.aid neare{t concern to us, may furely 
be allowed to amufe ourfelves with the natural 
or artificial beauties of the country weate paf- 
fing thro’, without reproach of forgetting the 
main errand we are fentupon;.and tf we can 
fo order'it. as not to be led-out of the way, by 
the varicty of -prefpects, edifices, and ruins 
which folicit us, it: would be a nonfenfical 
piece of faint-errantry to fhut our eyes. 

But let us notlofe fight of the argument ‘in 
purtuit of the fimile. 

Let us remember, variows as our excurfions 


are, that we have {till fet our faces towards 
jecufalem—that we have-a place of reft and 
-happinels, 
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Wappinefs, towards which we haften, and that 
the way to get there is not fo.much to pleafe 
our hearts as to improve them in virtue ;—that 
mirth and feafting are ufually no friends to at- 
chievements of this kind—but that a feafon of 
affliction is in fome fort a feafon of piety—not ~ 
only becaufe our fufferings are apt to put us in 
mind of our fins, but that by the check and in- 
terruption which they give to our puffuits, they 
allow us what the hurry and buitle of the world 
too often deny us,—and that is, a little time 
for reflection, which is all that moft of us want 
to make us wifer and better men ;—that at cer- 
tain times itis fo neceflary a man’s mind fhould 
be turned towards itfelf, that rather than want 
pccafions, he had better purchafe them at the 
expence of his-prefent happinefs.—He had bet- 
ter, as the text exprefles it, go, to the houfe of 
mourning, where he will-meet with fomething 
tofubdue his paffions, than to the choufe of 
featting, where the joy and gaicty of the place 
3 likely to excite them: That whereas the 
entertainments and carefies of the one place, 
expofe his heart, and lay it open to temptations 
—the forrows of the other defend it and:as na- 
urally fhut them from it. So ftrange and un- 
:ccountable a creatureis man! he is io framed, 
at he cannot but purfue happinefs—and yet, 
inlefs he is made fometimes miferable, how apt 
she to miftake the way which can only lead him 
9 the-accomplifhment of his own withes ! 
This is the full force of the wife man’s decla- 
ation—But to do further juftice to his words, I 
villendeavour to bring the fubje& fill nearer.-- 
‘or which purpofe, it will be necellary to flop 
ere, and take a tranfent view of the two places 
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here referred to.—the houfe of Mourning, and? 
the houfe of Feafting.—Give me leave there-. 
fore, L befeech you, to recal both of them for 
a moment to your imaginations, that from. 
thence I fhay appeal to your hearts, how faith- 
fully, and upon what grounds, the effe&s and 
natural operations of each upon the minds are 
intimated in the text. 

And firft, let us look into thehoufe of Featt- 
ing. ; 

And here, to be as fair and candid as poffible 
in the defcription of this, we wul not take it 
from the wort originals, fach as are opened 
merely for the fale of virtue, and fo calculated. 
for the evd, that the difguife each isunder not 
only gives power fately to drive on the bargain, 
but fately to carry it into execution too.. 

This we will not fuppofe to be the cafe—nor- 
let us even imagine, the houfe of feafting, to. 
be fuch a fcene of intemperance and excefs, as. 
the houfe of featting does often exhibit ;—but 
let us take it from qne, as little exceptionable 
as we can—where there is, or at leaft appears 
nothing really criminal—but where every thin 
feems to be kept within the vifible bounds of 
moderation and fobriety.. 

Imagine then fuch a. houfe of feafting, where 
either by confent or invitation, a number of 
each {ex is drawn together; for no other pur- 
pofe but the enjoyment and mutual entertain- 
ment of each other, which we will fuppofe 
thall arife from no other pleafures but what 
cuftom authorifes, and religion does not abfo-~ 
lutely forbid. 

_ Before we enter—let us examine, what mutt 
“be the fentiments of each individual previous 
to 
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‘to his arrival, and we fhall find, that, however 
they may differ from one another in tempers 
and opinions, that. every one feems.to agree in 
this,—that‘as he is going to a houfe dedicated 
to joy and mirth, it was tit he fhould diveft him- 
felf of whatever was likely to contradict that 
intention, or be inconfiftent with it—That fot 
this purpofe, he had left his cares—his ferious 
thoughts—and his moral refle€tions behind him - 
and was come forth from home with only fuch - 
difpofitions and gaiety of heart as fuited the oc- 
cafion, and ‘promoted the intended mirth and 
jollity ofthe place.— With this preparation of 
mind, which is as little as can be fuppofed, 
fince it will amount to no more than a defize 
in each to render himfelfian acceptable guett, 
—let us conceive them entering into the houfe 
of Feafting, with hearts fet lente from grave 
reftraints, and open to the expectations of re- 
ceiving pleafure. . It is not neceflary. as I pre- 
mifed, to bring’ intemperance into thisicene— 
or to fuppofe fuch an excefs'in the gratification 
of the appetites. as {hall ferment the blood, and 
fet the defires in a flame:—Let us admit’ no 
more of it, therefore than will gently ftir them 
aud fit them for the impreffions, which fo be- 
nevolent a commerce will fo naturall Ly exerte.. 
In this difpofition, thus wrought upon before- 
hand and already improved to this purpofe,— 
take notice how'mechanically the thoughts and 
fpirits rife,—how foon, and infenfibl g, ‘they are 
‘got. above the pitch and firft bounds which 
cooler hours would have marked. 

When the gay and finiling afpe ct of things. 
has begun to. leave the paflages to a man’s heart 
thas thoughtleisly ungaarde d—when kind and 

cared Lite . 
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carefling looks of every obje& without, that 

can flatter his fenfes, have confpired with the 
enemy within, to betray him and put him off 
his defence—when mutfic, likewife, has lent her. 
aid, and tried her power upon his paflions,— 

ewhen the voice of finging men, and the voice 

of finging women, with the found of the viol 

and the lute have broke in upon his foul, and 

in fome tender notes. have touched the fecret 

{prings of rapture—that moment let us. difleé& 

and look into his heart—fee how vain! how 

weak! how empty a thingitis! Look through 

its feyeral recefies,—thofe pure manfions form- 

ed for the reception of innocence and virtue— 

fad fpe&tacle! Behold thofe fair inhabitants 

now difpoffeffed—turned ont of their facred 

dwellings, to make room—for what?—at the 

beft for levity and indifcretion—perhaps. for 

folly—it may be for more impure guefts, which 

pofibly, in fo general a riot of the mind and 

fenfes, may take occafion to enter unfufpeted 

at the fame time, — 

In a fcene and difpofition thus defcribed-~can 
the moft cautious fay—Thus far fhall my de- 
fires go. and no farther? or will the cooleft 
and moft circumfpeét fay, when pleafure has 
taken full potleffion of his heart, that no 
thought nor purpofe fhall arife there, which 
he would have concealed ?—In thofe loofe and 
unguarded moments the imagination is not al- 
ways at command—in fpite of reafon and re- 
flection, it will forcibly carry him fometimes 
whither he would not—like the unclean {pirit, 
in the parent’s fad defcription of his child’s. 
cafe, which took him, and oft-times caft him 
into the fire to deftroy him; and wherefoever. 

it 
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it taketh him, it teareth him, and hardly de- 
arteth from him. 

But this, you'll fay, is the worft account 
of what the mind may fuffer here. 

Why may we not make more favourable fupage 
pofitions ?—that numbers, by exercife and cuf™ 
tom to fuch encounters, learn gradually to 
de{pife and triumph over them ;—that the minds 
‘of many are not fo fufceptible of warm impref- 
fons, or fo badly fortified againft them ;—that 
it would be hard to fuppofe, of the great mul- 
titudes which daily throng and prefs into this 
houfe of Feafting, but that numbers come out 
of it again, with all the innocence with which 
they entered ;—and that if both fexes are in- 
cluded in the computation, what fair examples 
thall we fee of many of fo pure and chatte a 
turn of mind—that the houte of feafting, with 
all its charms and temptations, was never able 
to excite a thought, or awaken an inclination, 
which virtue need to blufh at—or which the 
moft {crupulous confcience might not fupport. 
- Gop forbid we fhould fay otherwife :--no doubt, 
numbers of all ages efcape unhurt, and get off 
this dangeruus fea without fhipwreck. Yet, are 
they not to be reckoned amongft the more for- 
tunate adventurers '——and though one would 
not abfolutely prohibit the attempt, or be fo 
cynical as to condemn every one who tries it, 
fince there are fo many, I fuppofe, who can- 
not well do otherwife, and whofe condition 
and fituation in life unavoidably force them 
upon it—yet we may be allowed to defcribe 
this fair and flattering coaft—we may point out 
the unfufpeed dangers of it, and warn the un- 


wary paflenger, where they lye. We may fhew 
him 
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him what hazards his youth and inexperience 

will run, how little he can gain by the venture, 

and how much wifer and better. it would be 

[as is implied in the text] to feek occafions ra-.- 

Bier to improve his little ttock of virtue, than. 
incautiouily expofe it to fo vnequal a chance, 
where the beft he can hope is to return fafe 
with what treafure he carried out—but where, 

“probably, he may be fo urfortnuate as to lofe 
it all—be loft himfelf, and undone for ever. 

Thus much for the houfe of Feafting, which, 
by the way, though generally open. at. other 
times of the year throughout the world; ts fup- 
pofed, in Chriftian countries, now every where 
to be uniyerfally fhut up. And, in truth, I 
have been more full in my cautions againft it, 
not. only as reafon requires,---but in reverence 
to this feafon*, wherein our church exacts a 
more particular forbearance and felf-denial in 
tais point, and thereby adds to the reitraints 
upon pleafure and entertainments which this 
vepretentation of things has iuggefted againtt 
theur already. : 

Here then, let us turn afide from this gay 
fcene; and fuffer me to take you with me for 
« moment to one much fitted your medita-. 
tion. Let us go into the houfe of Mourning, 
made fo by fuch affli€tions as have been brought 
in, merely by the common crofs accidents and’ 
difafters to which our condition is expofed,--- 
where, perhaps, the aged parents fit broken- 
hearted, pierced to their fouls with the folly 
and indifcretion of a thanklefs child---the child 
of their prayers, in whom all their hopes and 
expectations centered :---perhaps @ miore affe&t-. 

Bor Ling 
* Preached in Lent. 
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ing f{cene---a virtuous family lying pinched 
with want, where the unfortunate fupport of 
it, having long ftruggléd with a train of mii- 
fortunes, | and bravely fought up againft them 
---is now piteoufly borne down at the lat 
overwhelmed witha cruel blow which no fare- 
caft or frugality could have’ prevented. O 
Gop! look upon his afflicticns---Behold him 
diftraéted with many forrows, furrounded with 
the tender pledges of hisove, and the partner 
of his cares---without bread to give them, 
unable, from the remembrance of better aay) 
“to ‘dig ;---to beg, afhamed. 

When we enter into the houfe of Mounting 
fuch as this---it it impoffible to infult the un- 
fortunate even with an improper look. ---Under~™ 
whatever levity and difipation of heart duch » 
obje&s catch our eyes,---they catch likewife 
our attentions,---colleét and call home our fcat-~ 
tered thoughts, andexercife them with wifdom. — 
A tranfient fcene of diftrefs, fuch as is here 
fketched, how foon does it furnifh materials to 
fet the mind at work? how neceflarily does it. 
engage it to the confideration of the miferies © 
and misfortunes, the ‘dangers and calamities to 
which the life of man is fubject. By holding - : 
up fuch a glafs before it, it forces the mind to 
feé- and refleé&t upon the vanity,—the perifhing 
condition and uncertain tenure of every thing 
in this world. From refle€tions of this ferious 
caft, how infenfibly do the thoughts carry us 
farther? and from confidering, what we are 
—what kind of world we live in, and what e- 
vilsbefal us in it, how naturally do they fet us ~ 
to look forwards at what poflibly we fhall be >— 
for what kind of world we are intended+what’ 
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-evils may befal us there—and what provifion 
we fhould make againft them here, whillt we 
have time and opportunity. 

If-thete leifons are fo infeparable from. the 
houfe of Mourning here fuppofed—we fhall 
find it a {till more inftru€tive fchool of wifdom 
when we take a view of the place in that more 
affeing light to which the wife man feems to 
confine it in the text; in which by the houfe 
of Mourning, I believe, he means that parti- 
cular fcene of forrow where there is lamenta-~ 
tion and mourning for the dead. 

Turnin hither, Il befeech you, fora moment. 
Behold a dead man ready to be carried out, 
the only fon of his mother, and fhe a widow. 
Perhaps a more affecting fpectacle—a kind and 
indulsent father of a numerous family, lies 
breathlefs—{natched away in the ftrength of 
his age—torn in an evil hour from his children 
and the bofem of a difconfolate wife, 

Behold much people of the city gathered to- 
gether to mix their tears, with fettled forrow 
1n their looks, going heavily along to the houfe 
of Mourning, to perform that laft melancholy 
office, which, when the debt of nature is paid, 
we are called upon to pay each other. 

_ If this fad occafion which leads him there, 
has not done it already, take notice, to what a 
ferious and devout frame of. mind every man is 
reduced, the moment he enters this gate of af- 
fliction. The bufy and fluttering fpirits, which 
in the houfe of Mirth were wont to tranfport 
him from one diverting obje& to another—fee 
how they are fallen! how peaceably they are 
laid! in this gloomy manfion, full of fhades 
and uncomfortable damps, to feize the foul— 
fee : 
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fee, the light and eafy heart which never 
knew what it was to think before, how penfive 
It is now, how foft, how fufceptible, how full 
of religious impreffions, how deeply it is fmit- 
ten with a fenfe, and with a love of virtue. 
Could we, inthis crifis, whilft this empire of: 
reafon and religion lafts, and the heart is thus 
exercifed with wifdom, and bufied with hea- 
venly contemplations—could we fee it naked 
as it is—ftripped of all its paffions, unfpotted 
by the world, and regardlefs of its pleafures— 
we might then fafely reft our caufe upon this 
fingle evidence, and appeal to the moft fen- 
fual, whether Solomon has not made a juft 
determination here, in favour of the houfe of 
Mourning ?—not for its own fake, but as it is 
fruitful in virtue, and becomes the occafion of 
fo much good.—Without this end, forrow, I _ 
own, has no ufe, butto fhorten a man’s day’s 
——nor can gravity, with all its ftudied folemni- 
ty of look and carriage, ferve any end but to 
make one half of the world merry, and impofe 
upon the other. 

Confider what has been faid, and may Gop | 
of his mercy’blefs you. Amen. 
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Which now. of thefe three, thinkeft thou, was neig hm 
bour unto him that fell amongst the thieves 2—s. 
And he faid, He that fhewed mercy on him. Then 
faid Fefus unto him,—Go, and do thou likewife. 


y N the.foregoing verfes of this chapter, the. 
Evangelift relates, that a certain lawyer 
diood ap and tempted. Jesus, faying, Matfter, . 
what fhall I do.to inherit eternal. Hfe?—To 
which enquiry, our Saviour, as his manner: 
was, when any enf{naring queftion was put to 
him, which he faw proceeded more from a de- 
fign to entangle him, than an honeft view of 

etting information—inftead of giving a dire& 
anfwer, which- might afford a handle to malice. 
or at beft. ferve only to gratify. an impertinent 
humour---he immediately retorts the queftion 
upon the man who afked it, and unavoidably 
puts him upon the neceffity of anfwering him- 
‘{elfz---and as, in the prefent cafe, the particu- 
‘lar profefiion of the inquirer, and his fuppofed. 
general knowledge of all other branches of. 
learning, left no room to fufpe& he could be 
jonorant of the true anfwer to his queftion,. 
and efpecially of what every one knew wasde-. ~ 
livered upon that head by their great Legifla- 
tor, our SAVIOUR, therefore, refers him.to his: 

found there in the 
courie 
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Courfe of his ftudies—What is written in the 
law ; how readeft thou ?—Upon which the in- 
quirer, reciting the general heads of our'duty 
to Gop and Man, as delivered in the 18th of © 
Leviticus, and the 6th of Deuteronomy,— 
namely—That we /hould worfhip the Lord our God 
with all our hearts, and love our neighbours as 
ourfelves; our bleffed Saviour tells him, he 
had anfwered right, and if he followed that 
leflon, he could not fail of the bleffing he feem- 
ed defirousto inherit.-- TAzs.do, and thou fhalt live. 
But he, asth: context tells us, willing tojufti- 
fy himfelf—willing poffibly to gain more credit 
inthe conference, orhoping, perhaps, to hear 
fuch a partial and narrowdefinition of the word 
neighbour as would fuit bis own principles, and. 
juttify fome particular oppreffions of his own, or 
thofe of which his whole order lay under an ac- 
cufation—fays unto Jesus, inthe 29th verfe— 
And who is my neighbour ? "Though the:demand, 
at iirftfight, may feem. utterly trifling, yet was 
it far from being fo in fact. For according as 
you underftood the term in a more or a leds re- 
ftrained fenfe---it produces many neceflary va- 
riations in the dutics you owed from that rela- 
tion, Our bleifed Saviour, to rectify any 
partial and pernicious miltake in, this, matter, 
-and place, at once, this duty of the love of our 
neighbour upon its true bottom.ef philanthro- 
py and univerfal kindnefs, makes anfwer to 
the propofed qucftion, not by aay far-fetched 
refinement from.the-fchools of the Rabbies, 
which might have fooner filenced than con- 
vinced the man---but by a direct appeal to hu- 
man_ nature, in an initance he relates of a man 
falling among thieves, left in the greatett ie 
trcis 
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trefs imaginable, till by chance a Samaritan, 
an utter ftranger, coming where he was, ‘by 
an act of great goodnefs and compaffion, not 
only relieved him at prefent, but took him un- 
der his proteétion, and generouily provided 
for his future fafety. 

On the clofe of which engaging account--~ 
our SAviouR appeals to the man’s own heart 
in the firft verfe of the text--- Which now of thefe 
three, thinke/t thou, was neighbour unto him that fell 
amougst the thieves ? and inttead of drawing the 
inference himfelf, leaves him to.decide.in favour 
of fo noble a principle fo evidently founded in 
merey.---Lhe lawyer, {truck withthetruth and. 
“juittice of the Doctrine, and frankly acknow- 
ledging the force of it, our bleffed Saviour con~ 
eludes the debate with a {hort admonition, that 
he would practice what hc had approved---and 
“go ahd imitate that fair. example of univerfal. 

benevolence which it had fet before him. 

In the remaining part of the difcourfe Ifhall 
follow the fame plan; and therefore ihall beg 
leave to enlarge, Firit, upon the ftory itfelf,. 
with fuch reflections as will rife from it; and 
conclude, as our SAv1oUR has done, with the 
fame exhortation to kindnefs and humanity 
which fo naturally falls from it. 

A certain man, fays our SaviouR, went- 
down from Jerufalem to Jericho, and fell a-. 
mong thieves, who ftripped him of his raiment 
‘ and departed, leaving him half dead. There 
is fomething in our nature which engages us to.. 
take part in every accident to which a man is 
fubje&, from what caufe foever it may have 
happened ; but in‘fuch calamities as, a man 
has fallen into through mere misfortune, to be 
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charged upon no fault or indiferetion of him-- 
felf, there is fomething then fo truly interett- 

ing, that at firft fight we generally make them 

our own, not altogether from a refle&tion that 

they.might have been or may be. fo, but. of- 

tener from a certain generofity and tendernefs. 
of nature which difpofes us for compaffion, ab- 

{tracted from all confiderations of felf; fo 

that, without any obfervable act of the will, 

we fuffer with the unfortunate, and feel a 

Weight upon our fpirits, we know not-why, 

en feeing the moft common inftances of their 

diftrefs.. But where the fpeétacle is uncom- 

monly tragical, and complicated with many 

circumftances of mifery, the mind is then tak- 

en captive at,once,.and, were it inclined to it, 

has no power to make refiftance, but furren- 

ders .itfelf to all the tender emotions of pity 

and deep concern. So that when. one confi- 

ders the friendly part of our nature, without 

looking farther, one would think it impoffible 

for man to look upon mifery without finding 

himfelf, in fome meafure, attached to the in- 

tereft of him who fuffers it---I fay, one would 

think it impoflible---for.there are fome tems 

pers----how fhall I defcribe them ?---formed ei- 

ther of fuch impenetrable matter, or wrought 

up by habitual felfifhnefs to fach an utter in- 

fenfibility of what becomes of the fortunes of 
their fellow-creatures, as if they were not par- 

takers of the fame nature, or had no kot or’ 
connedion at all with the fpecies. 

Of this character our SAvioUR produces two 
difgraceful-inftances,..in the behaviour of a 
ptieft and a Levite, whorrin this account he 
teprefents as coming to the place where the 
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‘nhappy*man was;---both paffing by witheut 
stither ftretching forth a hand to affift, or ut- 
tering a word to comfort him‘ in his diftrefs. 
And by chance there came down a certain 
prieft?—merciful Gop! that a teacher of thy 
religion fhould ever want*humanity—or that 
“aman,- whofe head might be thought full of 
the one, fhould havea heart void of the other ! 
--=This, however, was the cafe before us 
-and though in theory one would {carce fufpe& 
that the leaft pretence to religion, andan- open . 
difregard to fo main a part of it, could ever 
meet together in one perfon ;---yet in fac it is 
no fictitious character. : ; 
Look into the world---how often do you be- 
hold a fordid wretch, whofe ftrait heart is open 
to no man’s affli€tion, taking fhelter behind 
an appearance of picty, and putting on the 
garb of religion, which none but the merciful 
and eem*atfionate have a title to wear. Take 
notice with what fandctity he goes, to the 
end of his days, in the fame felfifh tra&t in 
which he fet eut---turning neither to the right 
hand mor to the left---but plods on---pores all 
his life long upon. the ground, -as if afraid to 
look up, left peradventure he thould fee aught 
Which might turn him one moment out of that - 
frait line where intereft is carrying him;+ 
or if, by chance, he ftumbles upon a hdplefs 
objet of diftrefs, which threatens fuch a dif- 
_after to him---like the man here reprefented, 
devoutly pafling by on the other fide, as if 
unwilling to truft himfelf to the impreffions 
of “nature, or hazard the inconveniencies 
which pity mightlead him into upon the occa- 
flon, 
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There is but one ftroke wanting in this pic- 
ture of an unmerciful man, to render the cha- 
rater utterly odious, and that our Saviour 
gives itin the following inftance he relates up- 
onit. And likewife, fays he, a Levite, when he 
was at the place, came and looked at him. It was 
not a tranfient overfight, the hafty or ill advif- 
ed neglect of an unconfidering humour, with 
which the beft difpofed are fometimes over- 
taken, and led on beyond the point where 
-otherwife they would have withed to ftop.— 
No!—on the contrary, it had all the aggrava- 
tion of a deliberate act of infenfibility, pro- 
ceeding from a hard heart! When he was at 
the place, he came, and looked at him,—con- 
fidered his misfortunes, gave time for reafon 
and nature to have awoke—“faw the immi- 
nent danger he was in—and the prefling ne~ 
ceflity of immediate help, ‘which fo violent a 
cafe called aloud for;—and after all—turned 
afide, and unmercifully left him to all the dif- 
tre{les of his condition. } 

In all unmerciful actions, the worft of men 
pay this compliment, at leaft, to humanity, 
-as to endeavour to wear as much of the ap- 
pearance of it-as the cafe will well let them; 
---fo that in the’ hardeit a&ts a man fhall be 
guilty of, he has fome motives, true or falfe, 
always ready to offer, cither to fatisfy himfelf 
orthe world, and, Gop knows, too often 
to impofe both upon the one and the other. 
And therefore it would be no hard matter 
here to give a probable guefs at what pafled 
in the Levites mind in the prefent cafe, and 
thew, wasit necellary, by what kind of ca- 

. fuiftry 
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_‘ultry ne fettled the niatter with his dons 


{cience as he paffed by, and guarded all the’ 
paflages to his heart againft the inroads which 
pity might attempt to make upon the occa- 
fion---But it is painful to dwell long upon 
this difagreeable part of the ftory; I therefore 
haften to the concluding incident of it, which 
is fo amiable, that one cannot eafily be too 
copious in refle&tions upon it. And behold, 
fays our Saviour, a certain Samatitan, as he 


journeyed, came where he was; and when 


he faw him.-he had compaffton on him----and 
went to him---bound up his wounds, pouring + 


- in oil and wine---{et him upomhis own beaft, 


brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 
I fuppofe it will be fcarce neceflary here’to 
remind you, that the Jews had no-dealings 
with the Samaritans---an old religious grudge: 
—the wortt of all grudges! had wrought-fuch 
a diflike between both people, that they held 
themfelves mutually difcharged not only from 
all offices of friend{hip and kindnefs, but even 


- from the moift commorm as of courtefy and 


own nation and religion, bound, by fa many ties 


good mariners This operated fo ftrongly 
mm our Saviour’s time, that the woman of 
Samaria feemed aftonifhed that he, being a 
Jew, fhould afk water of her who was a Sa- 
maritan: fo that,~ with fuch a prepofleffi- 
on, however diftrefsful the cafe of the unfor- 
tunate man was, and ‘how reafonably foever 
he might plead for pity from another man, 
there was little aid or confolation to be looked © 
for from fo unpromifing a quarter. las !. after 
L have been twice paffed by, “negleéted by men of my 


to 


; 
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“to affsft me, left here friendle/s and unpitied bath by 


a prieft and a Levite, men whofe profefion and — 


Superior advantages of knowledge could not leave 
them in the dark in what manner. they /hould 
difcharge this debt which my condition claims--- 
after this- sh ty what -expeéiations 
poh a paffenger, not only a ftranger, but @ 
Samaritan, releafed from all obligations to me, 
and by a national diflike, inflamed by mutual ill 
offices, now made my enemy, and more likely 
to rejoice at the evils which have fallen upon me, 
than to ftretch forth a hand to fave me from 
them ? 
 *Tis no unnatural foliloquy to imagine; 
but the aétions of generous and. compaflion- 
ate tempers baffte all little reafonings about 
‘them. True charity, in the apoftle’s de- 
‘{cription, as it is kind, and is not eafily pro- 
voked, fo it manifefted this character here; 
———-for we find, when he came where he 
was, and beheld his dittrefs, all the un- 
‘friendly paffions; which at another time might 
have rofe within him, now utterly forfook 
him and fled: when he faw his misfortunes--- 
he forgot his enmity towards the man,— 
dropped all the prejudices which education 
had planted againft him, and in the room of 
them, all that was good and compafhionate 
was fuffered to {peak in his behalf. 

In benevolent natures, the impulfe to pity 
is fo fudden, that like inftruments of mutic, 


which obey the touch——the. objects which, 


are fitted to excite fuch impreffions work fo in- 
fantancous an effe&, that you weuld think the 
will was fcarce concerned, and that the mind 
was altogether paffive in the {ympathy which 


her own gogdnefs had excited. The truth ic . 
the 
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the foul is generally in fuch cafes fo bufily tak- 
en up, and wholly engrofled by the object of 
pity, that fhe does not attend to her own ope- 
rations, or take leifure to examine the princi- 
ples upon which fhe aéts. So that the Samari- 
tan, though the moment he faw him he had 
compaffhion on him, yet fudden as the emotion 
is reprefented, you are not to imagine that it 
was mechanical, but tleat there was a fettled 
principle of humanity and goodnefs which ope. 
rated within him, and influenced not only the 
firft impulfe of kindnefs, but the continuation 
of it throughout the reft of fo engaging a be~ 
haviour. And becaufe it is a pleafure to look 
into a good mind, and trace out, as farasone 
is able, what pafics within it on fuch occafions, 
I fhall beg leave, fora moment, to ftate an ac- 
count of what was likely to pafsin his, and in 
what manner fo diftrefstul a cafe would necef& 
farily work upon fuch a difpofition. 

As he approached the place where the unfor- 
tunate man lay, the inftanthe beheld him, no 
doubt fome’ fuch train of refletions as’ this 
would rife in his mind.——‘“ Good Gop! 
what a fpeétacle of mifery do I behold—a man 
{tripped of his raiment—wounded—lying lan- 
guifhing before me upon the ground, juftrea- 
dy to expire,--without the comfort of a friend 
* to fupport him in his laft agonies, or the.prof- 
pect of a hand to clofe his eyes when his pains 
are over. But perhaps my'concern fhould lef- 
fen when I] refleét on the relationsin which we 
ftand to each other—that he is a Jew, andl a 
Samaritan.—Butare we not ftillbothmen; par- » 
takers of the fame nature—and fubjedt to the 
fame evils?’—let me change conditions with 
him for a moment, and confider, had his lot 

Vou. 1V.  * Me on befalien 
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befallen me as I journeyed in the way, what 
meafure I fhould have expeéted at his hand.---» 
Should I wifh, when he beheld me wounded 
and half-dead, that he fhould fhut up his bow- 
els of compaffion from me, and double the 
weight of my miferies, by paffing by and leay- 
ing them unpitied ?---But | am a ftranger’ to 
the man ;—beé it fo,—but I am no ftranger to 
his condition misfortunesare of no particu- 
lar tribe or nation, but belong to us all, and 
haye.a general.claimupon us, without diftinc- 
tion of climate, country, orreligion. Befides, 
though Lama ftranger—’tis no fault of his 
that |! do not know him, and therefore une- 
quitable he fhould fuffer by it; Had I known 
him, pofibly I {hould have had caufe to love 
and pity him the more—for aught I know, he 
isfome one of uncommon merit, whofe life is 
rendered ftill more precious, as the lives and’ 
happinefs: of others may be involved in it: 
perhaps atthis inftant that he lieshere torfaken, 
in allthis mifery,.a whole virtuous. family is 
joyfully looking for his return, and affeftion- 
ately counting the hours of ‘his delay. Oh! 
did they know what evil hath befallen: him— 
how would they fly to fuccour him.---Let- me 
then haften to fapply thofe tender offices of 
binding up his wounds, and carrying him toa 
place of fafety-———or if that aififtance comes 
too late, I fhall comfort him at leaft in his laft 
hour---and, #1 can do nothing. elfe,---1 thall’ 
foften his misfortunes by. dropping a tear of 
pity over them.” 
Tis almoft neceffary to imagine the good Sa- 
maritan-‘was influenced by fome fuch thoughts 
as.thefe,, fron the uncommon generofity of his * 
; bekaviour, 
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behaviour, which is ‘reprefented by our Savi- 
_ OUR operating like the warm zeal of a brother, 
“mixed with the: affeCtionate difcretion and care 
| of a parent, who was not fatisfied with taking 
j, him under his protection, and fupplying his. 
| -prefent wants, butin looking forwards for him, 
and taking care that his wants fhould. be fup» 
} plied, when’ he thould be gone, and no longer. 
} near to befriend him. . ° 
} Ithink there needs no ftronger argument. to 
} prove how univerfally and deeply the ieeds of 
| this virtue of compaffion are planted in the, 
heart of man, than in the pleafure we take in. 
| fuch reprefentations ef it: and though, fome. 
| men have reprefented:human nature in other 
} colours, (though to what end Lknow:not) that 
j the matter of fat is fo ftrong againit them, 
‘that fromthe general-propenfity to ‘pity the un- 
| fortunate, we exprefs that fenfation by. the. 
} word humanity, asif it was infeparable from 
four nature. That itis notinfeparable, [have 
| allowed in the former part of this: difcourfe, 
j from fome reproachful inftances of felfifh tem- 
pers, which feemito take part in nothing be-~., 
ond themfelves ; yet: am perfuaded, andaf- 
\firm ’tis ftill fo great and ‘noble a.part of our. 
Inature, that a man muft da great violence to. 
lhimfelf, and fwfer many a painful confi@, 
{before he has brought hit nfelf to-a different 
| eaten. 
is obfervable in che foregoing account,. 
ithat when the pricfcame tothe place where 
he was, he patled'by on the, other fide.—He 
lmight have pailed by, you'll fay, without turns. 
jing afide.——-No, thereisa fecret fhame which - 
jattends every act of inhumanity not to be con- 
quered in the hardeft natures; fo that, as in, 
Mie C2 othet 
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other cafes, fo efpecially in this, many aman 
will do a cruel act, who, .at:the fame time, 
would blufh to look you in the face, and is 
forced to turn afide before he can have.a heart 
to execute his purpofe. 

Inconfifttent creature that man is!.who, at 
that inftant that he does what is. wrong, is not 
able to with-hold his teftimony to what isgood 
and praife-worthy. 

I have now done with the parable, which was 
the firft part propofed to be confidered in this 
difcourfe ; and fhould proceed to the fecond, 
which fo naturally falls from it, of exhorting 
you, as our Saviour did the lawyer upon it, 
to go-and do fo likewife: but I have been fo 
copious in my reflections upon the ftory itfelf, 
that I find I have infenfibly incorporated into. 
them almoft all that I fhould have faid here in 
recommending fo amiable an example; by 
which means] have unawares anticipated the 
tafk 1 propofed. I fhall therefore detain. you 
_no longer than-with a fingle remark upon the 

fubje& in general, which is this, ’Tis obferv- 
able in many placesof{cripture, that our blet- 
fed Saviour, in defcribing the day of judg- 
ment, doesit infucha manner, asif the great 
inquiry then was to relate principally to this 
one virtue of compaflion--and as if our final 
fentence at that folemnity was to be pronoun- 
ced exadtly according to the degrees of it—**] 
was a hungred, and ye gave me meat-—thirity, 
and yegave me drink—naked, and ye cloathed 
me—I was fick, and ye vifited me—in prifon 
and ye came unto me.’’—Not that we are to 
imagine from thence, as if any other good ar 
evil action fhould then be overlooked by the 
eye of the All-feeing Judge; but barely to in- 
* tunate 
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timate to us, that a charitable and benevolen* 
difpofition is fo principal and ruling a part of 
a man’s character, as to be a confiderable teft 
by itfelf of the whole frame and temper of his 
mind, with which all other virtues and vices 
sefpectively rife and fall, and will almoft ne- 
cefiarily be conne&ted.—Tell me, therefore, 
of a compaffionate man, you reprefent to me 
aman of a thoufand other good qualities—on 
whom 1can depend—whom I may fafely truft 
with my wife——my children, my fortune and’ 
reputation. °’Tisforthis, as the apoitle argues 
from the fame principle—‘‘ that he will not 
commit adultery—that he will not kill---that 
he will not fteal---that he will not bear falfe 
witnefs.’’---Thatis, the forrows which are {ftir- 
ted up in mens hearts by fuch trefpaffes are fo~ 
tenderly felt by acompaffionate man, thatit is 
not in his power or his nature to commit them. 

‘So that well might he conclude, “that charity, 
Dy which he means, the love to your neigh- 
Dour, was the end of the commandment, and 
that whofoever fulfilled it, had fulfilled the 
law. : 


Now, to-Gop, &c. Amen. 
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2 SAMUEL x1I..7:  1ft part. 


And Nathan faid unto David, thou art'the man. - 


PONHERE isno hiftorical paflage infcripture,~> 
- which* gives a more remarkable‘initance ~ 
pt the deceitfulnefs of the-heart of mati to it- 
felf, and of how little we truly know of our- 
felves, than this; wherein avid is- convicted ~ 
Sut of his own mouth, and is led by the pro-- 
phet to condemn and pronounce a fevere judg~ 
ment upon another, for anaét ofinjuttice which - 
je had pafled-over in himtelf, and poffibly re- 
sonciled tohisown tonfcience. Toknow one’s 
felt, one would think, could be no very diffi- - 
sult leflon ;—forwho, you'll fay, can be truly 
gnorantof ‘himfeif, and the true difpofition of 
Ms own heart! If a man thinks atall; hecan- 
10t bea ftianger to what pailesthere—he mutt 
ye confcious‘of his own thoughts and defires, - 
ve mutt remember his paft purfuits, andthe true 
prings and motives which in general have di- 
eéted the actions of his lite > he may hang out- 
alfe colours and deceive the world; ‘but how 
an aman deceive himfelf? That aman can 
—is evident, becaufe he daily does fo.—Scrip- 
isre.tells us; and ies many hittorical proofs 
of. 
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of it, befides this to which the text refers,— 
** that the heart of man is treacherous to itfelf, 
and deceitful above all things ;’’—and exper 
ence, and every hour’s commerce with the 
world, confirms the truth of this feeming pa- 
radox,—‘* That tho’ man is the only creature 
endowed with refletion, and confequently 
qualified to know the mott of himfelf—yet fo 
it happens, that he generally knows the leaft— 
and with all the power which Gop has given, 
him of turning his eyes inward upon himfelf, 
-and taking notice of the chain of his own 
thoughts and defires yet, in fa&, is general- 
_ ly fo inattentive, but always fo partial an ob- 

ferver of what patles, that be is as much, nay 
often, a much greater ftranger to his own dif- 
pofition and true .charaéter, than all the world 
befides.’’— 

By what means he is brought under fo mani- 
fefta delufion, and how heuffers himfelf to be 
{o grofily impofed upon in a point which he is 
capable of knowing fo much better than. others, 
is not hard to give an account of, nor need we 
eek farther for it, than amongft the caufes 
which are every.day perverting his reafon and 
mifleading him. -We.-are deceived in judging 
of ourfelves, juftas we are in judging of other 
things, when our paflions and inclinations are 
called in ascounfellors, and we fuffer ourlelves 
to fee and reafon juft fo far, and no farther, | 
than they give us leave. Howharddo we find | 
it to pafs an equitable and found judgment in» 
2 matter where our intereftisdeeply concerned ? 
-—and even where there is the remoteft confi- 
derations of felf connected with the point be- 
fore us, what a ftrange bias does it hang upon 
our minds, and how difficult is it to difengage 

our 
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our judgments entirely from it? with what-re- 
luctance are we brought to think evil oi a friend 
whom we have long loved and eiteemed? and 
though there happens to be ftrong appearances 
againithim, hoW aptare we to overlook or put 
favourable conitructions upon them, andeven 
fometimes, when our zeal and friendfhip tranf- 
port us, to affign the beit and kindett motives. 
for the worft and moft unjuiftifiable parts of 
his condu& ? 

We are ilill worfe cafuifts, and the deceit & 
proportionably ftronger with a man, when he 
Is going to judge of himfelf. that deareit of 
all parties, —foclofely connected with him—fo 
tauch and fo long beloved—of whom he has fo 
early conceived the higheft opinion and efteem, 
and with whofe merit he has all along,no doubt, 
found fo much reafon to be contented. It is 
not an eafy matter to be fevere. where there is 
fuch animpulfe to be kind, orto efface at once 
all the tender impreflions in favour of fo-old a 
friend, which difabled us from thinking of hin. 
as he is,‘ and feeing him in the light, may be, 
in which every one elfe fees him. 

So that however eafy this knowledge of one’s 
felf may appear at firit fight, it is otherwile 
when we come to examine; fince not only in. 

“practice, but even in fpeculation and theory, 
we find it one of the hardeit and moft painful 
leffons. Some of the ecarlielt infruStors of 
mankind, no doubt, found it fo too, and for 
that reafon, foon faw the neceility of laying 
fuch a ftrefs upon this great precept of felf- 
knowledge, which, for its excellent wifdom and 
ufefulaeis, many of them {fuppoted to be a di- 
vine direction; that it came down from Hea- 
yen, and comprehended the whole circle both 


of 
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of the knowledge and the duty of man. And’ 
indeed their zeal might eafily be allowed in fo 

high an encomium. upon the attainment of a. 
virtue, the want of which fo often baffled their 
inftru€tions, aad rendered their endeavours of 
reforming the heart vain and ufelefs.. For who- 
could think of,a. reformation. of the faults 

within him, who knew.not where they lay, or 

could fet about correfting, till he had firft come 

to a fenfe of the defeéts which required it? 

_ But this was a point always much eafier re-. 
commended by public inttructors, than fhewn 

how to be putin practice ; and therefore others, 

who equally fought the reformation. of man-.- 
kind, obferving that this direét road which led 

to it was guarded on all fides by felf-love, and 

contequently very difficult to open acces, foon 

found out thata different and more artful courfe 

was requilite, as.they had not itrength to re-- 
move.this flattering patlion which ftood in their 

way, and blocked up all the patlages ,to the 

heart, they endeavoured, by ftratagem,, to yet 

beyond ity and by a ikilful addrefs, if poffible, 

to deceive it.. This gave rife to the early man- 

ner of conveying their inftructions, in parables,, 
fables, and fuch fort of indire&t’ applications, 
which, though they. could not conquer this 

principle of felf-love, yet often laid it afleep, 

or at leaft over-reached it for a few moments, 

till a juft judgment could Be procured... 

The prophet Nathan feems to have been a, 
great mafteriu this way of addrefs.. David had 
greatly difpleafed Gop, by two grievous fins. 
which he had: committed, and the prophet’s 
commifhon was to go and bring him to a con- 
viction of them, and touch his heart with a 
fenfe.of guilt for what he had done againft the. 


honour and life of Uriah, . The. 
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The holy man knew, that was it any one’s 
eafe but David’s own, no man would have been 
fo quick fighted in difcerning the nature of the 
injury, more ready to have redrefled it, or 
who would have felt more compafiion for the 
party who. had fuffered it, than he himfelf. 

Inftead, therefore, of declaring the-real in-~ 
tention of hiserrand, by a direé&t accufation 
and reproof for the crimes he had committed ; 
he comes to him with a fictitious complaint of 
a cruel act of injuftice done by another, and 
accordingly he framesacafe, not fo parallel to 
David’s as he fuppofed would awaken his fuf- 
picion, and prevent a patient and candid hear- 
ing, and yet-not fo void of refemblance in the 
main circumftances,; as to failof ftriking him, . 
when fhewn in a.proper-light: 

And. Nathan. came and faid unto him, . 
—‘* There were two men in one city, the one - 
rich and the other poor—the rich man had ex- 
ceeding many flocks and herds, but the poor 
man had nothing fave one. little ewe lamb, 
which he had bought and nourifhed up—and 
it grew up together with him and with his chil- 
dren-—it did eat'of his own meat, and drank 
of hisown cup, and Jayin his bofom, and was 
unto him as a daughter——and there camea. 
travellér unto the rich man, and he fpared to 
take of his own flock and of his own herd to 
drefs for the way-faring man. that was come 
unto him, but took the poor man’s lamb, and 
dreffe:] it for the man that was come unto him.”” 

The cafe was drawn up with great judgment 
and beauty,—the feveral minute circumftances 
which heightened the injury truly affecting,— 
and fo ftrongly urged, that it would have been 
impoffible for any man, with a previous fenfe 
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ef guilt upon his mind, to have defended him- 
felf from fome degree of remorfe, which it 
muit naturally have excited. 

The ftory, though it fpoke only of the injuf- 
tice and oppreffive a& oF another man,—yet it 
_ pointed to what he had lately done. himfelf,. 

with all the circumftances of its aggravation ; 
and withal, the whole was fo,tenderly ad- 
drefled to the heart and paflions, asto kindle, 
at once, the utmoft horror and indignation. 
And fo it did,—but not againft the proper per- 
fon. In his tranfport he forgot himfelf ;—his 
anger-greatly kindled again{ft the man, and 
he faid unto Nathan,—‘‘ As-the Lorp liveth, 
the man that hath done thisthing, fhall furely 
die, and he fhall-reftore the lamb fourfold, be- 
caufe he did this thing, and becaufe he had 
no pity.” 

It can fcarce be doubted here, but that Da- 
vid’s anger was rea/, and that he was, what he 
appeared to be, greatly provoked and exafpe- 
rated againft the offender: and, indeed, his 
fentence again{ft him proves he was fo above 
meafure. For, to punifh the man withdeath, 
and oblige him to reftore fourfold befides, was 
highly unequitable, and not only difproporti- 
oned to the offence, but far above. the utmoft 
rigour and feverity of the law, which allowed 
a much fofter atonement, requiring, infuch a 
cafe, no more than an ample reftitution and 
recompence in kind. Thejudgment, however, 
feems to have beentruly fincere and well-meant, 
and befpoke rather the honeft rafhnefs‘of an 
unfufpicious judge, than the cool determination 
of aconicious and guilty man, who knew he 
was going to pais fentence upon himfelf. 
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I take notice of this particular, becaufe it 
places this inftance of felf-deceit, which is the 
_ dubjeét of the difcourfe, in the ftrongeft light, 
_ and fully demonftrates the truth of a fa& in 
this greatman, which happens every day among 
. ourfelyes, namely, that a man may be guilty 
_of very bad and difhoneft aétions, and yet re- 
_ fie&t fo little, or fo partially, upon what he 

has done, as to keep his confcience free, not 
only from guilt, but even the remoteft fufpici- 
_. ons,. that he zs the man which in truth. he is, 
_and what the tenor and evidence of his life de- 
monitrate. If we look into the world Da- 
vid’s isno uncommon cafe ;-——we fee fome 
one or other perpetually copying this bad ori- 
ginal, fitting in judgment upon himfelf,—hear- 
ing his own caufe, and not knowing what he 
is doing; hafty in paffing fentencé, and even 
executing it too with wrath upon the perfon of 
another, when in the language of the prophet, 
one. might fay to him with juftice, ‘¢ Thou art 
theman.”. : 
_. Of the many revengeful, covetous, falfe, 
and ill-natured perfons which we complain of 
in the world, though-we all join in the cry 
againft them, what man amongft us fingles out 
himfelf as a criminal, or ever once takes it in- 
to his head that he adds to the number?—or 
where is there a man fo bad, who would not 
think it the hardeft and moft unfair imputation 
_ to have any of thofe particular vices laid to 
his charge? 

If he has the fymptoms never fo ftrong upon 
him, which he would pronounce infallible in 
another, they are indicationsof no fuch malady 
in himfelf—He fees, what no one elfe fees, fome 


fecret and flattering circumftances in his favour, 
which 
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which no doubt make a wide difference betwixt” 
his‘¢afe and the parties which he condemns. 

What other man fpeaks fo often and vehe- 
mently againft the vice of pride, fets the weak-: 
nefs of it inamore odious light; oris more hurt 
with itin another, than the proud man himfelf?* 
It is the fame with the paflionate, the defign-- 
ing, the ambitious, and fome other common 
charatters in life ; and being a confequence of 
the nature of fuch vices, and almoft infepara- 
ble from them, the effets of it are generally 
fo grofs and abfurd, that where pity does not» 
forbid, ’tis pleafant to obferve and trace the 
cheat through the feyeral turnings and windings 
of the heart, and dete& it through all the fhapes. 
and appearances which it puts on. 

Next to thefe inftances of felf-deceit, and 
utter ignorance of our true difpofition and cha- 
racter, which appears in not feeing that in our- 
felvyes which fhocks us in'another man; there 

“is another fpecies {till more dangerous and de- 
lufive, and which the more guarded perpetuall 
fall into from the judgments they make of dif- 
ferent vices, according to their age and conmt- 
plexion, and the various .ebbs and flows of 

_ their paffions and defires, 

To conceive this, lét any man look into his 
own heart,and obferve in how different a degree 
of deteftation numbers of aétions ftand there, 
though equally bad and vicious in themfelves: 
he will foon find that fuch of them as ftrong 
inclination orcuftom has prompted him tocom- 
mit, are generally dreffled out and painted with 
all the falfe beauties which a foft and flattering: 
hand ¢an give them; and that the others, to 
which he feels no propenfity, appear. at once 

naked: 
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| ®Maked and deformed, furrounded with all the 
_ true circumftances of their folly and difhonour. 

When David furprifed Saul fleeping in the 
eave, and cut off thefkirt of his robe, we read, 
his heart fmote him for what he had done ;—~ 
ftrange, it {mote him not in this matter of Uri- 
- ah, where it had fo much ftronger reafon to 
take the alarm ! A whole year had almoft 
pafled from the firft commiffion of thisinjuftice, 
to the time the prophet was fent to reprove 
him ;—and we read not once of any remorfe 
‘er compunétion of heart for what he had done: 
and it is not to be doubted, had the fame pro- 
phet met him when he was returning up out of 
the cave,-—and told him, that, fcrupulous and 
confcientious as he then feemed, and thought 
himfelf to be, that he was deceiving himfelf, 
and was capable-of committing the fouleft and , 
mow difhonourable a€tions; that he fhould 
one day murder a faithful and a valiant fervant, 
whom he ought in juftice to have loved and 
honoured :—that he fhould without pity firft 
wound him in the tendereft part, by taking 
away his deareft poffefiion, and then un- 
mercifully and treacheroufly rob him of his 
life.—Had Nathan, ina prophetic fpirit, fore- 
told to David that he was capable of this, and 
that he fhould one day a€tually do it, and from 
no other motive but the momentary gratifica- 
tion of a bafe and unworthy paffion, he would 
have received the predi€tion with horror, and 
faid, poffibly, with Hazael upon juft fuch ano- 
ther occafionm, and with the fame ignorance of 
himfelf,—/Vhat ? 1s thy fervant a dog that he 
Jfrould' do this great thing ? And yet, in likeli- 
hood, at that very time there wanted nothing 
but the fame degree of temptation, and the 
. fame 
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fame opportunity, to-induce him to: the fim 
which afterwards overcame him. 

Thus the cafe ftands with us ftill. When the 
paflions are warmed, and the fin which prefents 
itfelf exaétly tallies to the defire, obferve how 
impetuoufly a man will rufhinto it, and a&t 
againft all principles of honour, juftice, and 
mercy.—Talk to him the moment. after upon 
the nature of another vice to which he is not 
addicted, and from which, perhaps, his age, his 
temper, or rank in life fecure him; take notice, 
how well he reafons,—with what equity he de- 
termines,—what an honeft indignation and 
fharpne({s he exprefles againft it, and how in- 
fenfibly his anger kindles againft the man who 
hath done this thing. 

Thus are we nice in grain and {cruples,—but 
knaves in matters of a pound weight ;—-every 
day ftraining at gnats, yet {wallowing camels; 
———miferably cheating ourfelves, and torturing 
our reafon to bring us in fuch a report of the 
fin as fuits the prefent appetite and inclination. 

Molt of us are aware of, and pretend to de- 
teft the barefaced initances of that hypocrify 
by which men deceive others; but few of us 
are upon our guardto fee that more fatal hypo- 
crify by which we deceive and over-reach our 
ownhearts. It is a flattering and dangerous 
diftemper, which has undone thoufands ;—we 
bring the feeds ofit along with usinto the world, 
they infenfbly grow. up with us from our 
childhood,—they. lie long concealed and un+ 
difturbed, and have generally got fuch deep 
root in our natures by the time we are come to 
years of underitanding and reflection, that it 
requires all we have got to defend ourfelves 
trom their effects, 


Te 
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: Ap make the cafe ftill worfe on our fides, *tis 
with this as with evety grievous diftemper of 
the body,—the remedies are dangerous and 
doubtful, in proportion to our miftakes and ig~ 
norance.-of the caufe: for in the inftances of 
felf-deceit, though the head is fick, and the 
whole heart faint, the patient feldom knows 
what he ails:—of all the things we know and 
learn, this neceflary knowledge comes to us 
the lake. ie 

Upon what principles it happens thus, Thave 
endeavoured to lay open in the firft part of this 
difcourfe; which | conclude with a ferious ex- 
hortation to ftruggle againft them; which we 
can only hope to do, by converfing more and 
oftener with ourfelves, than the bufinefs and 
diverfions of the world generally give us leave. 

‘We have achain of thoughts, defires, en- 
gagements and idleneffes, which perpetually 
return upon us in their proper time and order 
-—let us, I befeech you, affign and fet apart 
fome {mall portion of inc day for thispurvole, 
—of retiring into ourfelves, and fearching 
jnto the dark corners and receffes of the heart. 
and taking notice of what is paffing there. If 
a man can bring himfelf to do this tafk with a 
curious and impartial eye, he will quickly find 
the fruits of it will more than recompenfe his 
time and labour. He will fee feveral irregula- 
ritiesand unfufpeded paffions within him which 
he never was aware of ;—he will difcover in his 
progrefs many fecret turns and windings in his 
heart to which he was a ftranger, which now 
gradually open and difclofe themfelves to him 
upon a nearer view ; in thefelabyrinths he wilk 
trace out fuch hidden fprings and motives for 


many of his moft applauded actions, as will 
make _ 
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make him rather forry, and afhamed of hims 
felf, than proud. 

Ina word, he will underftand Ais errors, and 
then fee the neceflity, with David, of implor- 
ing Gop to cleanfe him from his fecret faults 
—and with fome hope and confidence to fay, 
with this great man after his conviétion 
“Try me, O God! and feek the ground of 
my heart, prove me and{ examine my 
thoughts, look well if there be any way of 
wickednefs in me, and lead me in the way 
everlafting.” 


Now to Gop the father, &e, fo, 
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A CHARITY SERMOR 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


HIS Sermon, with the following De- 

dication to the Lord Bifhop of Carli/le, 
then Dean of York, was printed fome Years 
ago, but was read by very few ; it is there- 
fore reprinted in this Golle&ion. 


1 OT He 
VERY REVEREND 
RICHARD OSBALDESTON, D. D. 
D Bok, My of) -Y : R-K, 


SIR 


I HAVE taken the liberty to ‘inferibe 
this difcourfe to you, in teftimony’ of 
he great refpect which I owe to your cha- 
aGer in general ; and from a fenfe of what 
s due to. it im particular from every mem- 
ver of the church of £ OR K. 

I with Vhad as good'a reafon for doing 
hat, which has given me the opportunity 
f making {fo public and jait an acknow- 
sdgement; being afraid there can be little 
sft to be faid upon-the fubje& of Charity, 
jhich has’ not been often thought, and 
uch better exprefled, by many who have 
one before: and indeed it feems fo beaten 
ad common a path, that it is not an eaft 
atter for a new-comer to: diftinguifh him. 
lf init, by any thing except the novelty 
his Vehicle. 

I beg, however, Sir, your kind accept- 
ee of it, and of the motives which have 
duced. me to addrefs it to you; one of 

~which 


DEDICATION. 


which, I cannot conceal in juftice to my- 
felf, becaufe it has proceeded from the 
fenfe of many favours and civilities which 
I have received from you. Iam, 


Reverend Sir, 
Your moft obliged, 
and faithful 
humble Servant, 


LAURENCE STERENE 
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And the barrel of meal wafted not, neither did the 
crufe of oil fail, according to the word of the 
Lord, which he [pake by the prophet Elijah, 


HE words of the text are the record of a 
miracle wrought.in behalf of the widow 
of Zarephath, who had charitably taken Eki- 
jah under her roof, and adminiftered unto him 
in a time of great fcarcity and diftrefs. There 
is fomething very interefting and affectionate 
in the manner this ftory is related in holy writ ; 
sand as it concludes with a fecond ftill more re- 
markable proof of Gop’s favour to the fame 
-perfon, in the reftoration of her dead fon to 
dife, one cannot but confider both miracles as 
rewards of that a&t of piety, wrought by inf- 
nite power, and left upon record in fcripture, 
not merely as teftimonies of the prophet’s di- 
vine mifhion, but likewife as two encouragir¢ 
inttances of. Gop Almighty’s bleffing upon 
works of charity and benevolence. : 

In this view I have made choice of this piece 
of facreditory, which ] {hall beg leave to make 
ufe of as the ground-work foran exhottation te 

You lV, 1 charity 
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charity in general: and that it may better an™ 
fwer the particular purpofe of this folemnity, 
I will endeavour to enlarge upon it with fuch 
rétleCtions,.as, I truftin'Gop, will excite fome 
fentiments of compaflion which may be profit- 
able to fo pious.a defign. ; 
Elijah had fled from two dreadful evils, the 
approach of.a famine, andthe perfecution of 
Ahab an enraged enemy: and, in obedience 
to the command of Gop, had hid himfelf by 
.the brook Cherith, that is before Jordan. In 
‘this fafe.and peaceful folitude, bleffed with 
daily marks of Gon’s providence, the holy man 
dwelt free both ‘from the cares and glones of 
the world: by miraculots impulfe, the ravens 
brought him bread and fle/h in the morning. and bread 
and flefh in the evening, and.he drank of the brook; 
till by continuance of drought, (the witidows 
of heaven being fhut upin thofe days for three 
years and fx months, which was the natural 
caufe likewife of the famine,). it came to pafs 
after a while that the brook; the great fountain 
~of his fupport, dried up; and he i$ again di- 
-re&ed by the word of\the Lerd where to be- 
take himfelf for thelter. Heits commanded te 
arife.and goto Zarephath, which belongeth to 
Zidon, with an afiurance that he had difpofed 
the heart of a widow-woman there to fuftain 
‘him. : 
The prophet follows the ¢all of his Gop .— 
«the fame hand, which brought him to the gate 
of the city, had ledalfo the poor widow out 
éf her doors, oppreiied with forrow. She had 
come forth upona melancholyerrand, to make 
“preparation to eat her datt meal, and fhate it 
swith herchild. 
No.donbt,.fhe-had long fe nced again this 
wagical 
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fe ete event, with all the thrifty management 
| which felf-prefervation and parental love could. 
jinfpire; full, no doubt, of cares and many 
tender apprehenfions, left her tender ftock 
ifhould fail them before the return of plenty. 

| But as fhe was a widow, having loft the only 
faithful friend who would beft have affifted her 
i'n this virtuous ftruggle, the prefent neceffity 
i>f the times at length overcame her; and fhe 
awvas jutt falling down an eafy prey to it, when 
{Elijah came te the place where fhe was. And 
jie called untoher, and faid, Fetch me, I pray thee, 
tt Jettle water in a vefféel that I may drink. And as ~ 
he was going te fetch it, he called unto her, and faid, - 
(Bring me, 1 pray thee, a morfel of bread in thine 
Nand. And fue faid, as the Lord thy God Jiveth, 
i have not a cake, but a handful of meal ina bar~ 
jel, and a tittle oil in a crufe, and behold Iam ga- 
ihering two fticks, that I may go and drefs it for 
jte and mty fon, that we may eat tt and die. And 
\ilijah faid unte her, Fear not, but go, and do as 
j2ou haft faid; but make me therefore a little cake 
irft, and bring it unto me, and afetr make for thee 
Ind for thy fon. .For thus faith the Lord God of — 
ifrael, The barrel of meal fhall not wafte, neither 
Vall the crufe of oil fail, until the day that the 
|ord fendeth rain upon the earth, — 

| True charity is always unwilling to find ex- 
jafes—elfe here was afair opportunity of plead- 
ig many: fhe might have intifted over again 
jpon her fituation,. which neceffarily tied up 
ier hands;~——fhe might have urged the un- 
).afonablenefs of the requett ; that fhe was 
i: duced to the loweit extremity already; and 
hat it was contrary to juftice, and the firftlaw 
/’ nature, to rob herfelf and child of their 

if. morfel, and give it to a ranger, 
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But, in generous {pirits, compaflion.is fome- 
times more thana balance for felf-preferyation. ; 
For, as Gon certainly interwove that friendly 
foftnefs in-our nature to be. a check upon too 
creat a propenfity towards felf-love—{o it feem- 
ed to operate here:—For it is obfervable, that, 
‘though the prophet backed his requett with the 
promife of an immediate recompence in mul- 
tiplying-her ftock ; yet it is notevident fhe-was 
influenced ‘at all by that’ temptation. For, if} 
‘fhe had, doubtlefs it muft have. wrought fuch 
‘a mixture of felf-intereft into, the motive of 
her compliance,as muft greatly have allayed 
the meritof the ation. But this, I jay, does 
not appear, but ratherthe contrary, from the 
reflection fhe makes upon the whole, in the 
laft vere of the chapter. Now by this, I. know 
that thou art a.man of God, and.that the word .g 
the Lard in thy mouth is truth. 1 
Befides,.asthe wasan inhabitantof Zarephath 
(or, as itis called by St. Luke, Sarepta, fub 
je&t to Sidon, the metropolis of Phoenicia 
without the bounds of Gop’s people,) the ha 
been brought up in grofs darkneis andidolatry 
in utter ignorance-of the Lorp.Gop of Ifrael 

- or,vif fhe had heard of his name, which is al 
that feems probable, fhe had been-taught t 

. difbelieve the mighty wonders of his hand, an 
was ftill lefs likely'to ‘believe his prophet. » || 
Moreover, She mightargue, if thisman, b 
fome fecret mvitery of his owa, or through th 
power of his:Gop, isable to precure fo prete 
natural a fupply for me, whence comes it t 
pais, that he now flands in want himfelf, o 
préfied both with hunger and thirlt? ai 
ltappearstherefore, that the mutt have bee 
-wrouglitupon by anuumixed principle of hum 
nit 


: 


/ 


| iE OR Mee OIN 3 NV. ‘ii 
nity.——She looked upon him asa fellow part- 
net almoftin the fame affliction with herfelf.— 
‘She confidered he had come a weary pilgrimage, 
ina fultry climate, through an exhautted coun- 
try, where neither bread or water were to be 
had, but by acts of liberality. —That he had 
‘come an unknown traveller, and as a hard heart 
never wants a pretence, that this citcumftance, 
‘which fhould rather have befriended, might 
have helped to opprefs him.—she confidered, 
ral charity is ever fruitful in kind reafons, that 
he was now. far from hisown country, and had 
3 out of the reach of the tender offices 


of fome one who affectionately mourned his 
abfence—her heart was-touched with pity —— 
She turned in filence, and went and did-ecci¥d= ' 
ing. as he haa faid. And behold; poth fhe, and he, 
and her-houfe did eat--many days; OY, as In the 
“margin, one whole year. dnd the barrel of meal 
“qwafted not, neither did the crufe of oil fails - until 
the day that God.fent rain upon the Bartha x 
\ -'Thovgh it may not feem neceflary to raife 
‘conjectures here upon this-event, yet it is na- 
‘tural to fuppofe, the danger of the taraine be- 
‘ing thus unexpeCedly got over, that. the, mo- 
ther began to look hopefully forwards upon the 
reft of herdays. “here were many widows ili 
'Vrael-at that time, when the heavens were ihut 
up for three years and fix months; yet, .as st. 
Luke obferves, to none of them was the prophet 
fent, fave to this widow of Sarepta. ln all -tike- . 
“lthood, fhe would not be the laf in ma‘ing 


“¢hefame obfervation, anddrawing from itiome 
flattering conclufion in favour ot her fon. 
Many a parent would build high upon a woarle 
foundation. «* Since the Gop of Lirael had 
thus fent his own metienger to us in our dil- 

ha IJ 3 ‘ trets, 
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trefs, to pafs by fo many houfes of his own 
people, and ftop at mine, to fave it, in fo mi- 
raculousa manner, from deftruétion, doubtlefs 
this is but an earneft of his future kind inten. 
tions to us; at leat, his goodnefs has decreed 
to comfort my old age by the long life and 
health of my fon:——but perhaps he has fome- 
- thing greater ftill in ftore for him, and I fhalk 
live to fee the fame hand hereafter crown his 
head with glory and honour.”*—We may na- 
turally fuppofe her innocently carried away 
with {uch thoughts, when fhe iscalled back by 
an unexpeéted diftemper which furprifes her 
fon, and, in one moment, brinzs down all her 
hopes -for his ficknefs was fo fore, that there 
was no breath left in him. 
The expoftwtattons of immoderate grief are 
feldom juft—For, though Elijah had already 
preferved her fon, as well as herfelf, from im- 
mediate death, and was the laft caufe to be fuf- 
pected of fo fad an accident ; yet the paffionate 
ynother, fn the firft tranfport, challenges him 
as the author of her misfortunes ;—as if he 
had brought down forrow upon a houfe, which > 
had fo hofpitably theitered him. The prophet 
was too full of compaftion,-to make reply to 
fo unkind ant aceufation. He takes the dead 
child out of his mother’s bofom,. and laid him upon 
his own bed: and he cried unto the Lord and faid, 
O Lord my God! haft thou brought evil upon thé 
avidow with whom I fijourn, by flaying her fon ? 
‘« Isthis the reward of all hercharity and good. 
nefs? thou-haft before this robbed her of a 
dear partner of aJl her joys and all her cares; 
and now that fhe isa widow, and has mott rea. 
fon to ¢xpe& thy protection ; behold, thou haft 
withdrawn 
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withdrawn her laft prop: thou haft taken away 

her child, the only ftay fhe had to reft on.” — 

| And Eliyah cried unto God, and faid, O, Lord my 

ee God, 1 pray thee, let this child's foul come intahim 
' GZG1H. ; 

Fhe prayer was urgent, and befpoke the dif- 
tre{s of ahumane mind deeply fuffering in the 
misfortunes of another ;-——moreover hisheart 
was rent with other paflions.—He was zealous 
for the name and honour of his Gop, and 
thought not only-hisemnipotence, but his glo- 
. Tiousattribute of mercy concerned in the event: 
- for, oh! “with what triumph would the prophets 
of Baal setort his own bitter, taunt, and fay, 
his God was either talking, or he was pur fuings or 
was in a journey; or peradventure he flept and fhould 
have been awaked.—He was moreover involved 
in the fuccefs.of his prayer himfelf ;——~-honetft 
minds are moit hurt by tcandal.——And_he. 
was afraid, left fo foul a one, fo unworthy of 
his chara@ter,. might arife among the Heathen, 
who would report with pleafure,—‘ Lo the 
widow of Zarephath.took the meflenger of the: 
Gop of Ifrael under her roof, and kindly en- 
textained him, and fee how fhe is rewarded; 
furely the prophet was ungrateful, he wanted 
pawer, or what is worfe, he wanted pity |” 

Befides all this, he pleaded not only the caufle- 
ef the widow; it wasthe caufe ef charity it- 
jelf, which had received a deep wound already, 
and would fuffer ftill more fhould Gop denyit 
this teftimony of hisfayour, So Me Lard heark- 
ened unto the voice of Elijah. and the foul of the 
child came unto him again, and he vevived. And 
Elijah took the child, and brought him down out of 
the chamber-into the houfe, and delivered him unto 
Ais mother: and Elijah faid, See, thy fon liveth. 
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It would be a pleafure to a good mind to ftop. 


here a moment, and figure to itfelf the picture — 


of fo joyful an event.—To behold, on one 
hand,. the raptures of the parent, overcome 
with furprize and gratitude, and imagine how 
a fudden ftroke of fuch impetuous joy muft ope- 
yate ona defpairing countenance, long accuf- 
tomed to fadnefs.—To conceive, on the other 


fide of the piece, the holy man approaching — 


with the child in his arms—full of honeft tri- 


umph in his looks, but fweetened with all the: 


kind fympathy which a gentle natare could 
overflow with upon fo happy an event. Itisa 


fubje& one might recommend to the pencil of 


a great genius, and would even afford matter 
fordefcription here ; but that it would lead 
ustoo far from the particular purpofe, for 
which | have enlarged upon thus much of. the 
ftory already; the chief defign of which is to 
illuftrate by a fact, ‘what is evident both in 
yeafon and feripture, that a charitable and 
good aétion is feldomcaft away, but that ever 
in this life it is more than probable, . that what 
is fo {cattered fhall be gathered again with in 
creafe. Caf? thy bread upon the waters, and thou 
fralt find it after many days., Be asa father ‘unto 
the fatherle/s, and inftcad of a@hufband unto their 
mother: fo fhalt thou be as the fon of the Moft 
High, and he will love thee more than thy mother 
doth. Be mindful of good turns, for thou knoweft 
not what cvil fhall come upon the earth; and when 
thou falleft thou fialt find a fay. It frail preferve 
thee from all affliftion, and ficht for thee azainfi 
thy enemics betters than a mizhty phitld ond a ftrong 


} pear. 
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_ + The great inftability-of temporal affairs, and 
eonftant flu@uation of every thing in this 
world, afford perpetual occafions of taking re- 


_- fugein fuch a fecurity. 


What by fuceeflive misfortunes;. by failings 
and crofs accidents in trade ; by mifcarriage of 
projects:--what by unfuitable expences of pa- 
rents, extravagance of children, and the many 
other fecret ways whereby riches make them- 
felves wings and fly away; fo,many furprizing 
revolutions do, every day happen in families, 
that it may not feem flrange to fay, that the 
pofterity of fome of the moft.liberal contribu- | 
tors here; in the changes. which one century 
may produce, may poflibly find fhelter under 
this very plant which they now fo kindly wa- 
ter. Nay, fo quickly fometimes has the 
wheel turned round, that many a man _ bas 
lived to enjoy the benefit of that charity whith 
his own piety projected. 

- But, befides this, and exclufive of the right 
_ which Gop’s promife gives it to protection here- 
after, charity and benevolence, in the ordinary 
chain of effeéts, have a natural and more im- 
mediate tendency inthemfelvyesto refcue a man 
from the accidents of the world, by foftening 
the hearts, and winning every man’s wilhbes 
to its intereft. When acompaflionate man 
- falls, who would not pity him? who, that had 
power to it, would not raife him up? or could 
the moft barbarous temper offer an infult to 
his diftrefs, without pain and relu&tance? {o 
that it is almoft a wonder that covetoufnefs, 
even in fpite of itfelf, does not fometimes argue 
a man into charity by its own principle of 
looking forwards, and the firm expeCtation it 


Bis would 


§2 Ss ER M;:ON.V 


would delightin of receiving its own again with 
ufury.---So evident is it in the courfe of Gon’s 
providence, and the natural ftream of things, 
that a good office, one time or other, generally 
meets with a reward.—Generally, did 1 fay— 
how can it ever fail? when, befides all thiss. 
fo large a fhare of the recompence is fo infe- 
perable even from the aétion itfelf. Atk the 
man who hasa tear of tendernefs always ready 
to fhed over the unfortunate; who, withal, 1s. 
ready to diftributé and willing to communicate: 
atk him if the beft things which wits have faid 
of pleafure have expreiled what he has. felt, 
when, by a feafonable kindnefs, he has made 
the heart of the widow fing forjoy. Mark then the 
expreffions of unutterable pleafure and har~ 
mony in his look ;. and fay, whether Solomon. 

not fixed the point of true enjoyment in 
the right place, when he declares, ¢* that he 
knew no good there-was in any of the riches or 
honours of this world, but for a man to do geod’ 
with themin his life”” Nor was it without rea~ 
{on he made this judgment.-- Doubtlets.he had 
found and feen the infufficiency of all fenfual 
pleafures ; how unable to furnifh either a rati~ 
onal or a lafting fcheme of happinefs; how 
foon the beft of them vanifhed ; the befs.excep-. 
tionable in vanity, but the guilty both mm va- 
ity and vewation of fpirit. But that this was of 
fo pure and refined anature, it burned without 
confuming; it was figuratively the widow's har~ 
rel of meal which wafted nat, and cruife of oil which 
never failed. 

It isan eafy matter to add weight to the tef- 
timony of the wi/e/? man, upon the pleafure of 
doing good; or elfe the evidence of the philo- 

fopher 
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lopher Epicurus is very remarkable, whole 
word in this matter is the more to be trufted, 
becaufe a profeffed fenfualift; who, amidft all 
the delicacies and improyements of pleafure, 
which a luxuriant fancy might firike out, full 
maintained, that the beft way of enlarging hu- 
man happinefs was.by a communication of it 
to others. | 

And if it -wasneceflary here, or there was: 
time to refine upon this doctrine, one might. 
further maintain, exclufive.of the happinefs 
which the mind itfelf feels ii the exercife of 
this yirtue, that the very body of. the man is: 
never in a better ftate than when-he is mott in- 
clined to do good offices:——that as nothing 
more contributes to healththan a benevolence 
of tempey, fo nothing generally wasa ftronger 
indication of it, 

And what feems to. confirm this opinion, is 
an. obfervation, the truth of which muftbe fub- 
mitted to every one’s reflection--namely—thag., 
a difinchination and backwardnefs to do goad, 
is often attended, if not produced, by an indif- 
pofition of the animal as well as rational part 
of us :--fo naturally do the foul and body, as 
in other cafes fo in tHis, mutually befriend, or 
prey upon each other. And indeed, fetting 
afide all abftrufer. reafoning upon the point, 
cannot conceive, but thatthe very mechanical 
motions, which maintain life, muft be performed 
with more equal vigour and freedom in that 
man, whom/a great and good foul perpetually 
inclines to fhew mercy to the miferable, than 
they can be to a poor, fordid, felfith wretch, 
whofe little, contraéted heart, melts at no 
man’s affliction; but fits brooding fo intently 


ever its own plots and concerns, as to fee and 
feel 
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feel nothing ; and, in,truth, enjoy nothing be- 
yond himfelf: and of whom one may fay what 
that great mafter of nature has, {peaking of a 
natural fenfe of harmony, which | think, with 
more juftice; may be faid of compaffion, that 
the man who hadit not. | 
“+ [Vas fit for treajons, firatagems and fpoils : 
«< The Motions of his [pirits are dull as nights. 
‘© And his affeétions dark as EREBUS:? 
++ —Let no fuch man be trufted.”’ 
What divines fay of the mind, naturalifts have 
obferved of the body ; that there is no pafiion 
{io natural to it as love, which is the principle 
of doing good ;—and though inftances like this. 
juft mentioned feem far from being proofs of 
jt, yet it is not to be doubted, ‘but that every 
‘thard-hearted man has felt much inward oppo- 
fition before he could prevail upon himfelf to 
do aught to fix and deferve the character : and 
that what we fay of long habits of vice, thatthey 
are hard to be fubdued, may with equal truth 
be faid concerning the natural impreffions of 
benevolence, that a man mutt do much violence 
to himfelf, and fuffer many a painful ftruggle 
efore he can tear away fo great and noble a. 
part of his nature.- -Of this antiquity has pre- 
ferved a beautiful inftance in an anecdote of’ 
Alexander, the tyrant of Pheres, who, though 
re had fo induftrioufly hardened his heart, as 
yo feem to take delight in cruelty, infomuch 
ys to murder many of his fuibjeéts every day, 
without caufe and without pity; yet, at the 
bare reprefentation of a tragedy which rela- 
ted the misfortunes of Heeuba-and Andro- 
‘mache, he was fo touched with the ficti- 
tious diftrefs which the poet had'wrouet up 
iit, that™he burft out into a food of tears. 
The, 
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The explication of which inconfiftency is eafy,, 
and cafts as great a luitre upon human nature, 
asthe man himfelf was a difgrace to it. The 
cafe:feems to have:been this: in real life he had 
been blinded with paffions, and thoughtlefsly 
hurried on by intereft or refentment:--but here,. 
there was no room for motives of that kind: fo. 
that his attention being firft caught hold of, and 
all his vices laid afleep ;-- then NATURE awoke 
in triumph, and fhewed how deeply fhe had fown 
the feeds of compafiion in-every man’s breaft ;. 
when tyrants, with vices the moft Jat enmity, 
with it, were not able entirely to root it out. 
But this is painting an: amiable virtue, and 
fetting her off, with fhades;which wickednets 
lends us, when one might fafely truft to the 
force of her own natural charms, andaik, whe- 
ther any thing under Heaven, inits own nature, 
is more lovely and engaging? To illuftrate 
this the more, let us turn our thoughts within, 
outfelves.; and fora moment, let any number 
‘of us here imagine ourfelves at this inftant en- 
gaged in drawing the moft perfect and amiable 
charatter, fuch as, according to our concepti- 
ons of the Deity, we fhould think moft accept- 
able tohim, andmoft likely to be univerfally 
admired by all mankind. -l.appeal to your 
own thoughts, whether the firft idea.which of- , 
fered itfelf to moft of our imaginations, would 
not be that of a compaflionate benefactor, 
ftretching forth his hand to raife up the help- 
lefs orphan? Whatever other virtues we fhould 
give our hero, we fhould all.agree in making 
him agenerous friend, who thought the oppor- 
tunities of doing gaod to be the only charm, 
_of his profperity: we {hould paint him like the 
pfalimilt’s riwer of God. avertlowing the thirity 
‘ / part 


$f 


6 SVE UR. YM LO. ON, eo 

parts of the earth, that he might enrich themts 

carrying plenty and gladnefs along with him. 
If this was not fufficient, and we were ftill defi. 
rous of adding a farther degree of perfection. 
to fo great chara&ter; we Ug aibeacietet sc) cree 
think of fome one, if human nature could fur-- 
nifh fuch a pattern, who, if oceafion requined, 

was willing to undergo all kinds of afflition, 

to facrifice himfelf, to forget his, dearett inte-~ 

refts, and even lay down. his life for the good of 
mankind—-And here---O merciful Saviour! 

how would the bright original of thy unbound-~ 

ed goodnefs break in upon our hearts? Thom 

who becamefi: poor, that we might be rich--though- 
Lord of all this world, yet Aad/? not where to lay 

thy head.—And though equal in power and glo- 

ry to the great Gop of NaTurkg, yet made} thy- 

SPUf of ne reputation, tooke/? upon thee the form ofa 

Servant, —{ubmitting thyfelf, without opening 

thy mouth, to all the indignities which a thank. 

leis and undifcerning people could offer; and 

at length, toaccomplith our falvation, becameft 

obedient unto death, juffering thyfelf, as on this 

day* to be led Like a lamb to the flaughter ! 

The confideration of thisftapendous inftance 
of compaffion in the fon of Gop, is the mot 
unanfwerable appeal that can be made to the 
heart of man, for the reafonablenefs of it in 
himfelf. — It is the oreat argument which the 
apottles ufe in almoft all their exhortations-to 

ood works.— Beloved if Chrift fo loved us---the 
inference is unavoidable; and gives ftrength 
and beauty to every thing elfe- which can be 
urged upon the fubje&t. And therefore I have 
referved*it for my laftand.warmeft apppeal, 
with which. I would gladly finith this difcourfe, 

* Preached an Good-Friday, 
that 
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that, at leaft for their fakes for whom it is 
preached, we might be left to the full impreffi- 
on of fo exalted and fo feafonable a motive— 
That by refle&ing upon the infinite labour of 
this day’s love, in the inftance of Curist’s 
death, we may confider what an immenfe debt 
we owe to each other: .and by calling to mind 
the amiable pattern of his life, in doing good, 
we might learn in what manner we may beft 
difcharge it. 

And indeed, of all the methods in whieh a 
good mind would be willing to do it, 1 believe 
there can be none more beneficial, or compre- 
henfive in its effeéts, than that for which we 
are here met together.— The proper education 
of poor children being the ground-work of al-. 
moft every other kind of charity, as that which 
makes every other fubfequent a& of it anfwer 
the pious expeftation of the giver. 

. Without this foundation firft laid, how much 
kindnefs'in the progrefs of a benevolent man’s 
life is unavoidably caft away? and fometimes. 
where it is as fenfelefs, asthe expofing a tender 
plant to all the inclemencies of a cruel feafon, 
and then going with forrow to take it in, when 
the root is already dead. I faid, therefore, this. 
was the foundation of almoft every kind of cha- 
rity,—and might not one have added, of all po-. 
licy too? fincethe many ill confequences which 
attend the want of it, though grievoufly feltb 
the parties. themfelves, are no lefs fo by the 
community of “hich they are members; and 
moreover, of all mifchiefs feem the hardeft to- 
be redveffed.—Infomuch, that when one confi- 
ders the difloyal feductions of Popery in one 
hand, and onthe other, thatno bad man, 

- whatever 
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whatever he profeffes, can bea good fubje&,. 
one may venture to-fay, it had been cheaper 
and better for the nation to have bore the ex- 
pence of inttilling found principles and good 
morals into the negle“ted.children of the low- 
er fort, efpecially in fome parts.of Csreat-Bri- 
tain, than to be obliged, fo often as we have. 
been within this laft century, to rile up and 
arm ourfelyes againft the rebellious effects 
which the want of them.have brought down, 
even to our doors. Andiin fact,: if we are to 
truit antiquity, the truth of which, in this cafe,. 
we have no reafon to difpute, this matter has 
been looked upon of fuch vaft importance to the 
civil happinefs and peace of a people, that fome 
‘commonwealths, the moft eminent for politi- 
cal wifdom, have chofe to make a public con- 
cern of it; thinking it much fafer to be entruf- 
ted to the prudence of the magiftrate, than to 
the miftaken tendernefs, or natural partiality 
ofthe parent. . . ae} ; 

It was confiftent with this, and befpokea ve- 
ry refined fenfe of policy in the Lacedemoni- 
ans, (though, by the way, I believe, different 
from what more modern politics. would have 
directed in like circumftances) when Antipater 
demanded of them fifty children, as hoftages 
for the fecurity of a diftant engagement, they 
made this brave and wiie anfwer, * They would 
not—they colud not confent.—they would ra- 
ther give him double the number of their bett 
up grown men.’’———-Intimating, that however 
they were diitrefled, they would choofe any in- 
convenience rather than fuffer the lofs.of their 
country’s education; and the opportunity 
(which if once loft can never be regained) of 


§) ving 


S.2E Ri 0. Ne Ve 8, 
_ giving their youth an early tinéture of religion, 
and bringing them up toa love of induftry, . 
andalove of the laws and conftitution, of their’: 
country.—If this fhews the great importance of . 
a-proper education to children of all ranks and 
conditions, what fhall we fay then of thofe 
whom the providence of Gop has placed in-the 
very loweft lot of life, utterly caft out of the 
way of knowledge, without a parent, fome-~. 
times, maybe, without. friend to, guide.and : 
inftru& them, but what common pity, and-the. 
neceflity of their fad fituation, engages :--where 
the dangers which furround them on every fide: 
are fo great and many, that for one fortunate: 
paflenger in life, who makes.his way wellin the 
world with fuch early advantages and fo dif- 
mal a fetting out, we may reckon thoufands 
who every day fuffer fhipwreck, and are loft for 
ever. AS teak ; ; 
If there is a cafe under heaven which calls 
eut aloud for the more immediate excercife of 
compaffion, and which may be looked upon as: 
the compendium of all charity, furely itis this ; 
and I’m perfuaded there would want nothing 


to convince the greate enemy of thefe kinds. 
of charities that itis.fo, but a bare opportunity 
of taking a nearer view of fome of the more 

diftrefsful objects of it. : 
Let him go into the dwellings of the unxor- 
tunate, into fome mournful cottage, where po- 
yerty and affliction reign together. There let 
him behold the difconiolate widow—ftting— 
fteeped in tears;—thus forrowing over the in- 
fant, fhe knows not how to fuccour,—‘*O my 
child, thou art now left expofed to a wide and 
vicious world, tod full of {ngres and temptati- 
sen as ons: 
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ons for thy tender and unpraétifed age. Perhaps 
a parent’s love may magnify thofe dangers.— 
But when | confider thou art driven out naked 
into the midft of them, without.friends, with- 
out fortune, without inftruction, my heart 
bleeds before hand for the evils which may 
come upon thee. Gop, in whom we trufted,. 
is witnefs, fo low had his providence placed us, 
that we never indulged one with to have made 
thee rich~—-virtuous we would have made thee; 
—for thy father, my husband, was a good man and 
Seared the Lord:—and though all the fruits. of 
his care and induftry were little enough for our 
fupport, yet he honeftly had determined to 
have fpared fome portion of it, feanty as itwas, 
tohave placed thee fafely in the way of know- 
ledge and inftruétion.-—But alas! he is fone 
from us never to return more, and with him 
are fled the means of doing it:—For, behold the 
creditor 1s come upon us to take all that we have.” 
—Grief is eloquent, and will not eafily be imi- 
tated.--But let the man, whois the leaft friend 
to diftrefles of this nature, conceive fome dif. 
confolate widow uttering her complaint even 
in this manner, and then Jet him confider, if 
there is any forrow like this. forrow, wierewith the 
Lordhas affifed her? or whether there can be 
any charity like that, of taking the child out o 
the mother’s bofom, and refeuine her from thefe 
apprehenfions? ‘Should a Heathen, a ftranger 
to our holy religion and the love it teaches, 
fhould he, as he journeyed, come to the place where 


fhe lay, when he few, woukl he not have compafjion 
on her? Gop forbid a chriftian fhoulder4/5 day 
want it; or atany time /joh upon {uch a diftrefs, 
and pals by on the other fide, 
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Rather than let him do as his Saviour taught 
him, bind up the wounds, and pour comfort into 
the heart of one, whom the hand of Gop has 
fo bruifed. Let him practife whatit is, with 
Elijah’s tran{port, to fay to the afflicted widow, 
—See, thy fon liveth!—liveth by my charity, and 
the bounty of this hour, to all the purpofes 
which make life defirable to be made a good 
man; and a profitable fubje@ : on one hand to 
be trained upto fucha fenfe of his duty, as may 
fecure him an intereft in the world to come ; 
and with regard to this world, to be fo brought 
up in it, to a love of honeft labour and induf- 
try, as all his life long to earn and eat his bread 
with joy and thankfulnefs. 

** Much peace and happinefs reft upon the 
head and heart of every one who thus brings 
children to Curist.—May the bleffing of him 
that was ready to perifh come feafonably upon 
him.- The Lord comfort him, when he moft 
wants zt, when he lyes fick upon his bed; make 
thou, O Gop! all his bed in his ficknefs ; and 
for what he now {catters, give him, then, that 
peace of thine which pafleth all underftanding, 
and which nething in this world can either give 
or take away,” 
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of seit yon, his man went down tv his houfe, suptifier. 
ae vather-than the other, 


HESE words are the judgment which out 
Saviaur has left upon the behaviourand 
ditterent degrees of merit in the two men, the 
pharifee and publican, whom he reprefents, in 
the foregoing parable, as going up into the tem- 
ple to pray. fn what manner they difcharged 
this great-and folemn duty, will beft be feen 
from a confideration ef the prayer which each 
is faid to have-addrefled to Gop upon the occa- 
fion. Bea 
The pharifee inftead of an a& of humiliation 
in that awful prefence before which he ftood,=s 
‘with an ‘ait of triumph and felf-fufficiency, 
thanks Gop that he had not made him like 
others- extortioners, adulterers; unjuit, oreven 
as this publican—The publican is reprefented 
as flanding afar off, and witha heart touched 
with humility, from ajutt fenfe of his own un- 
worthinefs, is faid only to have {mote upon his 
breaft, faying--Gop be merciful to me a finner. 
1 tell you, adds our‘Saviour, this man went 
down to his houfe juftified rather than the other. 
Tho’ the juftice of this determination ftrikes 
every one at firft fight, ‘it may not be amifs.to 
eter into a more particular examination of the 
evidence: and reafons upon which it might be 
ae a Ne ' founded 
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founded, not only becaufe it may place the 
equity. of this Pig in favour of the publicans 
in a ftronger light, ‘but that the fubje&t feems: 
likely to lead me to @ train of reflections not 
unfuitable to the folemnity of the feafon. * 

The pharifee was one of that feet, who, in . 
our SavrouR’s time, what by aufterity of their 
lives—their public alms-deeds,, and greater pre- 
‘tences to viety than other men, had gradually 
wrought themfelves into much’ credit and re- 
putation with the people: and indeed, as the 
‘bulk of'thefe are eafily caught with appearan- 
ces, their character feems to have been admira- 
bly well fuited’'to fuch a purpote. If you 
looked no farther than the outward part of it, 
you wotild think it made upof all goodnefs and 
perfection; “an nncommon fanctity of life, 
guarded by greatdecorum and feverity of man- 
ners, profufe and frequent charities to the 
-poor,--many ats of religion, much obfervance | 

of the law—much abftinence—much prayer. 
{t is painful to fufpe& the appearance of fo 
much good—and would have been fo here, had 
‘not our bleffed SAvrour left us theirreal cha- 
raéter upon record, and drawn up by himfelf 
sn one word—that the feét were like whitened 
fepulchres, all fair and beautiful without, and 
enriched theré with whatever could attract the 
the eye of the beholder; but, when fearched 
withinfide, were full of corruption, and of what- 
ever could fhock and difeuft the fearcher, So 
that with all their affeétation of piety, and more 
extraordinary ftri€tnefs and regularity in their 
outward depottment, all was irregular ----——— 
--and unultivated within and all thefe 
ct,” . fait 


* 
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fair pretences how promifing foever, blafted 
by the indulgence of the worft of human pat- 
_ fions ;—pride—fpiritual pride, the worft of all 
pride——-~-hypocrify, felf-love, covetoufnefs, 
extorfion, cruelty and revenge. What pity itis 
that the facred name of religion fhould ever 
have been borrowed, and employed in fo bad 
a work, as in covering over fuch a black cata- 
logue of vices,—or that the fair form of virtue 
fhould have been thus difgraced, andfor ever 
drawn into fufpicion, from the unworthy ufes 
of this kind, to which the artful and abandon- 
ed have often puther. The pharifee feems to 
have had not many fcruples of this kind, and 
the prayer he makes ufe of in the temple is a 
true picture of the man’s heart, and fhews with 
what a difpofition and frame of mind he came 
to worfhip— 

Gop! [ thank thee that thou haft formed 

me of different materials from the reft of my 
{pecies, whom thou haft created frail and vaiit 
by nature, but by choice and difpofition utter. 
ly corrupt.and wicked. 
-Me, thou haft fafhioned in a different mould, 
and haft infufed folarge a portion of thy fpirie 
into me, lo! I am raifed above the temptati- 
ons and defires to which flefh and blood are 
fubjegé& --I thank thee that thou haft made 
me thus not a frail veffel of clay, like that 
of other men -oreven this publican, but 
ftand here a chofen and fanétified veflel unto 
hee. 

After this obvious paraphrafe upon the words, 
vhich fpeaks no more than the true fpirit of 
he pharifee’s prayer, yon would naturally 
fk what reafon wasthere for all this triumplr 
-or what foundation could he have to exult 

Vor. IV, eee in’ 
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in this: manner over the infirmities of man- 
kind——or even thofe of the humble publi- 
can who ftood before him ? Why, fayshe, 
I give tythes of all that I offefs. Truly a, 
very indifferent account 0 himfelf- and if 
that was all he hadto offer in his own behalf, 
Gob knows, it was but a weak foundation to | 
fupport fo much arrogance and felf-conceit 5 
becaufe the obfervances of both the one and 
the other of thefe ordinances might be fuppo- 
fed well enough to be confiftent with the moft 
profligate of life and manners. 

The condué and behaviour of the publican 
appears very different—and indeed as much the 
revyerfe to this as yowcould conceive. But be- 
fore we.enter upon that, as Ihave fpoke large- 
ly to the character of the pharifee, *twill be 
but juftice to fay a word or two in general to 
his,—-The publican was one of that order of 
men employed by the Roman emperors in le- 
vying the taxes and contributions which were 
from time to time enacted from Judea as acon-~ 
quered nation. Whether from the particular 
employment, owingto the fixed aver fion which 
men have to part with what.is ‘their own, or 
from whatever caufes it*happened—-fo it was, 
that the whole fet of men were odious, info- 
much, that the name of a publican was a term 
of reproach and infamy among the Jews. 

Perhapsthe many inftances of rigour to which 
their office might direé them———heightened 
fometimes by a mixture of cruelty and info-. 
lence of their own—and poffibly always made 
to appear worfe than they were by the leud 
clamours and mifreprefentations of others 
all might have contributed to form and fix 
this odium. Butit was here no doubt, as, in 

; all 
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all other claffes of men, whofe profeffions ex- 
pofe them to more temptations than that of 
others—thatthere are numbers who ttill behaye 
well, and who, amidft al] the {nares and op- 
portunities which lie in their Way,--pafs through 
them not only with an unblemithed charaéter 
but with the inward teftimony of a good con. 


The publican in al] likelihood was one of 
thefe——and the fentiments of candour and 
humility which the view of his condition in- 
{pited, are fuch as could come only from a. 
heart and charaéter thus defcribed. 

He goes up into the temple to pay his facri_. 

ce of praver—in the difcharge of which, he - 
pleads no merit of his own enters into no 
comparifon with others, -or juttification of 
himfelf with Gop, but in reverence to that 
holier part of the temple where his prefence 
was fuppofed more immediately to be difplay. 
ed—he keeps afar off—is afraid to lift up his eyes 
towards heaven 
and, ina fhort but fervent ejaculation, —fub_ 
miflively begs Gop to have mercy upon. his 
fins. O Gop ! ‘how Precious |! how amiable! 


fuck manifold imperfeétions—relicious pride is 


a drefs which ftil] worfe becomes him--becaufe, 
of all others, tis that to which he has leat 
pretence—the beft of us fal] feven times a day, 
and thereby add fome degree of unprofitable. 
nefs to the charaéter of thofe who do all thatis 
commanded them—Was [ perfect therefore, 
fays Job, I would not know my foul, I would 
be filent, I would be ignorant of my own righ- 

2 teoulnefs ; 
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teoufnels ; for fhould I fay 1 was perfect, it 


would prove | was perverfe. From this intro- 
dudtion I will take occation to recommend this 
virtue of religious humility, which fo natural- 
ly falls from the {ubje&, and which cannot 
nore effectually be enforced, than by an in- 
quiry into the chief caufes which produce the 
oppofite vice to it -that of fpiritual 
-pride—for in this malady of the mind of man 
the cafe is parallel with moft others of his 
body, the dangers of which can never rightly 
>be apprehended, or can remedies be. applied 
either with judgment or fuccefs, till they are 
traced back to their firft principles, andthe feeds 

of the diforder are laid open and confidered. 
And, firft, 1 believe, one of the moft gene- 
ral caufes of {piritual pride, is that which feems 
-to have miiled the pharifee—a miftaken notion 
of the true principles of his religion, He 
thought, no doubt that the whole of it ‘was 
comprehended in the two articles of paying 
tythes and frequent fafting, and that when he 
‘had difcharged his confcience of them—he had 
done all that was required at his hands, and 
might with reafon go, andthank Gop that he 
had not made him like others.—It is not to be 
-queftioned, but through force of this error, 
the pharifee might think himfelf to be, what 
he pretended, a religious and upright man.— 
for however he might be brought to a&t.a dou- 
ble and infincere part in the eyes of men 
upon worldly views— it is not to be 
fuppofed——that when he. ftood by himfelf, 
apart in the temple, and no witnefles of what 
pafled between him and his Gop that he 
{hould knowingly and wilfully have dared te 
_aot fo openand bare-faced-a {cene of mockery 
old 
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in the face of Heaven. This is fcarce probable. 
and therefore it mutt have -been-owtng to 
delufion in his. education, which had early im- 
plantedin his mind falfe and wretched notions 
of the effentialsof religion—which as he grew 
up had proved the feeds of infinite error, both 
in practife and fpeculation. ; 

With the reft of this fect, he had been fo 
ptincipled and inftruted as to obfervea fcrupu- 
lous nicety and religious exaétnefs inthe leffer 
matters of his religion—--its frequent wafhings 
—its faftings, and other“external rites of no 
meritin themfelves—-but to ftand exempted 
fromthe more troublefome exattnefs in the 
weightier matters of the law, which were of 
eternal and-unchangeable obligation. So that 
they were in truth blind guides——--who thus 
would ftrain.ata knat, and vet fwallowacamel ; 
and, as our SAVIOUR reproves them from a fa- 
miliar inftance of domettic inconfiftency-- 
would make clean the outfide of the cup and 
platter—yet fuffer the infide—the moft mate- 
rial part, to be fall of corruption and excefs, 
From this knowledge of the charafter and 
principles of the pharifee, ’tiseafy to account 
for his fentiments and behaviour inthe temple, 
which were juft fuch asthey would have led 
one to have expected. ; 

Thus it has always happened, by a fatality 
common to all fuchabufes of religion as make 
it to confift in external rites and ceremonies 
more than inward purity and integrity of heart. 
—As thefe outward things are eafily put in 
practice--and capable of being attained to with- 
out much capacity, or much oppofition to flefh 
and blood—it toonaturally betrays the profef- 
fors of it into a groundlefs perfuafion of their 
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ewn godlinefs, and adefpicable one of that of 
others, in their religiouscapacities, and the re- 
lations in which they ftand towards Gon ;. which 
is the very definition of fpiritual pride. 

When the true heart and fpirit of devotion 
is thus loft and extinguifhed under a cloud of 
oftentatious ceremonies and geftures, asis re- 
markablein the Roman church—-here the ce - 
lebration of high mafs, when fet off to the beft 
advantage, with all its fcenical decorations 
and finery, looks more like a theatrical. perfor- 
mance, than that humble and folemn appeal 
which duft and afhes are offering up to the 
throne of Gopn,—when religion, I fay, is thus 
clogged and bore down by fuch a weight of ce- 
remonies—it is much eafier to put in pretenfi- 
ons to holinefs upon fuch a. mechanical fyftem 
as. is left of it, than where the charaéter is onl 
to be gotand maintained by a painful cuties 
and perpetual war againft the paffions. ’Tis 
eafier, forinftance, fora zealous Papift to crofs 
himfelf and tell his beads, than for anhumble 
Proteftantto fubdue the lufts or anger, intem- 
perance, cruelty and revenge, to appear be- 
tore his Maker with that preparation of mind 
which becomes him. ‘The operation of being 
fprinkled with holy water, is not fo difficult 
in itfelf as that of being chafte and fpotlefs. 
within—confcious of no dirty thought or dif- 
honeft adtion, ’Tis a beh fhorter way to 
kneel down at a confefiional and receive abfo- 
. lation than to live to deferve it not at the 
hands of men—but atthe hands of Gop—who 
fees the heart, and cannot be impofed on. 
The atchicvement of keeping Lent, or abftain- 
ing from flefh on certain days, is not fo hard, 
as that of abftaining from the works of it at all] 

time’s 
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times—efpecially as the point is generally ma- 
naged among the richer fort, with fuch art and 
épicurifm to their tables and with fuch 
indulgence to a poor mortitied appetite —-that 
an entertainment upon a faft is much more: 
likely to produce at hfe than a fit of forrow. 

Onc might run the parallel much farther: but 
this may be fufficient to fhew how dangerous 
and delufive thefe miftakes are-——how apt to 
miflead and overfet weak minds, whichare ever 
apt to be cdught by the pomp of fuch external 
parts of réligion. ~ Thisis fo evident, that even 
in our own church, where there is the greateft 
ehaftity in things of thisnature—and of which 
none areretained in our worfhip, but what, I 
believe, tend to excite and affitt it yet fo 
ftrong a propenfity is theré in our nature to~ 
fenfe-—and fo unequal a match is the under- 
ftanding of the bulk of mankind, for the im- 
preffions of outward things—that we fee thou- 
fands every day miftake the fhadow for the 
fubftance, and, wasit fairly put to trial, would 
exchange the reality for the appearance. 

You fee, this was almottuniverfally the cafe 
of the Jewith church—where, for want of pro- 
per guard and diftindtion betwixt the means of 
religion and religion itfelf, the ceremonial 
part in tisie eat away the moral part, and left 
nothing but a fhadow behind—’ Lis te be fear- 
ed, the buffooneries of the Romifh church bid 
fair to do it the fame ill office, to the difgrate 
and ruin of Chriftianity wherever Popery is 
eftabliibed. What then rem ains, but that we 
- rectify thefe grofs and pernicious notions of re-" 
ligion, and place it aes its true bottom ; 

which we can only do by bringing back reli- 
gion to that cool Pe; ‘at of reafon which firit 
jar the wed 
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fhewed us its obligation--by always remember- 
ing that Gop is a fpirit, and mutt be worthip- 
ed fuitable to his nature, i. ¢. in fpirit and in 
ruth—and that the moft acceptable facrifice we 
can offer him is a virtuous and an upright mind 
—and however neceflary it is, not to leave the 
geremonial and pofitive part of religion undone 
yet not like the pharifee to reft there 
and omit the weightier matters, but keep this 
in view perpetually, that though the inftru- 
mental duties of religion are duties of unquef- 
tionable obligation to us yetthey are full 
but INSTRUMENTAL DUTIES, conducive to the 
great end of all religion which is to purity 
ovr hearts—and conquer our paffions----- and, 
in a word, to make us wifer and better men--. 
better neighbours---better citizens --and better 
fervants to Gon, To whom, &e, 
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SERMON VII. 


RoMANS xiv. 7. 
For none of us liveth to him ent, 


x 

fT AHERE isnota fentencein feripture which 

ie itrikes a narrow foul with greater afto- 
nithmeat ;---and one might as eaily engage to 
clear up the darkeft problem in geomatry to 
an ignorant mind, as make a fordid one com- 
prehend the truth and reafonablenefs of this 
plain Propotition---no man liveth to himfelf! 
Wiiy ! does any man live to dny thing 
elfe ! In the whole compals of 
human life can a prudent man fteer to a {afer 
point ?— =Notchve to himfelfi—— 2 i 
To whom then?-----.Can any interefts orcon- - 
cerns which are foreign to a man’s felf have 
fuch a claim ‘over him that he muit ferve un. 
der them,---fufpend his own purfuits,--.---ftep 
out of his right courfe, till others have pafled 
by him, and attained the feveral ends and pur- 
pofes of living before him? 

If, with a felfifh heart fuch an inguirer 
fhould happen to have a {peculating head too, 
he will proceed, and afk you whether this fame 
principle, which the apoitle here throws out 
of the life of man, is not, in fact, the grand 
_ bias of his nature ?--- Phat, however we may 
flatter ourfelves with fine-fpun notions of dif. 
intereftednefsin what we do ;'that were the 
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moft popular of our actions ftripped naked, 
and the true motives and intentions of them 
fearched to the bottom ; we fhould find little 
reafon for triumph upon that {core. 

In a word, he willfay, that a man is altoge- 
ther a bubble to himfelf in this matter, and. 
that after all that can be faid in his behalf, the 
trueft definition that can be given of him 1s 
this, that he isa felfith animal ; and that all 
his aétions- have fo ftrong a tinture of that 
character, as to fhew (to whomever elfe he was 
intended to live) that in faét he lives only to 
himfelf. 

Before I reply direétly to this accufation, I 
cannot help obierving by the way, that there 
isf{carce any thing which has done more dif 
feryice to focial virtue, than the frequent re- 
prefentations of human nature, under this hi- 
dcous picture of deformity, which, by leav- 
ing outall that is generous and friendly inthe 
heart of man, has funk him below the level 
of a brute, asif he was a compofition of all 
that was mean-fpirited and felfifh. ~ Surely, 
‘tis one ftep towards aéting well, to think wor- 
thily of our nature ; and, as in common life, 
the way to make a man honeft, is, to fuppofe 
him fo, and treat him as fuch ;—fo here, to fet 
fome value upon ourfelves, enables us to fup- 
port the character, and even in{pires and adds 
_jentiments of generofity and yirtue to thote 
which we have already pre-conceived. The 
feripture tells us, That ye made man in his 
own image,—not furely in the fenfitive and 
corporeal part of him, that could bear no te- 
femblance with a pure and infinite fpirit,—but 
what refemblance he bore was undoubtedly in 
the moral reétitude, and the kind and bene- 

volent 
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volent affections of his nature. And tho’ the 
brightnefs of this image has been fullied great- 
ly by the fall of man, in our firft parents, and 
the charaéters of it rendered ftill lefs legible, 
by the many fuperinduétions of his own de- 
praved appetites fince, yet “tis a laudable © 
pride, and a true greatnefs of mind to cherifh 
a belief, that there is fo much of that glorious 
image {till left upon it, as fhall reftrain him 
from bafe and difgraceful a@tions ; to anfwer 
whichend, what thought can be mere condu- 
cive than that, of our being made in the like- 
nefs of the greateft and beft of Beings? This 
isa plainconfequence. ‘And the confideration 
of it thould havein fome meafure been a pro- 
tection to human nature, from the rough ufage 
fhe has met with from the fatirical pens of fo 
many of the Freich writers, as well as of our 
own country, who, with more wit than well- 
meaning, have defperately fallen foul of the 
whole fpecies, asa fet of creatures incapable 
either of private friend{hip or public fpirit, 
but juftas the cafe fuited their own intereft and 
advantage. - 

That there is felfifhnefs, and meannefs 
enough in the fouls in one part of the world, 
to hurt the credit of the other part of it, iswhat 
I fhall not difpute againft; but to judge of the: 
whole, from this bad fample, and becaufe one 
man is plotting and artful in his nature ; 
or, a fecond openly makes his pleafure or his 
his profit the fole centre of all his defigns ;—— 
or becaufe a third ftrait-hearted wretch fits 
confined within himfelf,—feels no misfortunes 
but thofe which touch himfelf ; to involve the 
whole race without mercy under fuch detefted 
sharacters, is a conclufion as falfe as it is per- 

nicious ; 
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nicious ; and was it in generalto gain credit, 
couldferve no end, but the rooting out of our 
nature allthat isgenerous, and planting in the 
f{tead of it fuch an averfion to each other, as 
mutt untie the bands of fociety, and rob us of 
one of the greateft pleafures of it, the mutu- 
al communications of kind offices; and by 
poifoning the fountain, render every thing 
fufpe&ed that flows through it 
To the honour of human nature, the fcrip- 
ture teaches us, that Gop made man upright, 
—and though he has fince found out many in- 
ventions, which have much difhonoured this 
noble ftructure, yet the foundation of it ftands 
as it was,—--the whole frame and defign of it 
carried on upon focial virtue and public {pirit, 
and every member of us fo evidently, fup- 
ported by this ftrong cement, that we may 
fay with the apottle, that no man liveth tohim/elf. 
In whatfoever light we view him, we {hall fee 
evidently, that there is no ftation or condition 
of his life,—no office, or relation or circum- 
ftance, but there arifes from it fo many ties, 
fo many indifpenfible claims upon him, as mutt 
perpetually carry him beyond any felfifh con- 
fideration, and thew plainly, that was a man 
foolifhly wicked enough to defign to live to 
himfelf alone, he would either find it imprac- 
ticable, orhe would lofe, at ‘leaft, the very 
thing which made life itfelf defirable. We 
know that our Creator, like an all-wife con- 
triverin this, as in all other of his works has 
implanted in mankind fuch appetites and in- 
clinations as were fuitable for their ftate ; that 
is, fuch as would naturally lead him to the 
love of fociety and friendfhip, wi hout which 
he would have been found ina worfe conditi- 
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on than the very beafts of the field. No one, 

therefore, who lives in fociety, can be faid to 

live to himfelf, he lives to his Gop, to 

his king, and his country,— He lives to his fa- 
mily, to his friends, to all under his trutt ; 

and, im a word, he lives to the whole race of 
mankind: whatfoever has the character of man, 

and wears the {ameimage of Gop that he does, 

is truly his breather, and has a juft claim to his 

kindnefs. That this is the cafe in fact, as 

wellas the theory, may be made plain to any 

one, who has made any obfervations upon hu- 

man life.— When we have traced it through 

all its conneétions—viewed it under the feveral 

obligations which fucceeded each other ina 
perpetual rotation through the different ftages 

of a hafty pilgrimage, we ‘fhall find that thefe 
do operate fo ttrongly upon it, and lays us juft- 
ly under fe many reftraints, that we are every 
hour facrificing fomething to fociety, in re- 

turn for the benefits we receive from it. 

To illuttrate this, let us take a fhort furvey 
of the life of any one man (not Hable to great 
exceptions, but fuch a life as is common to 
moft) ; let us examine it merely to this point, 
and try how far it will anfwer fuch a reprefen- 
tation. 

If we begin with him in that early age, 
wherein the ftrongeft marks of undilguifed 
tendernefs and difinterefted compaffion fhew 
themfelves,—I might previoufly obferve, with 
what impreffions heis come out of the hand of 
Gop, with the very bias upon his nature which 
prepares him for the character which he has de. 
figned to fulfil.—But let us pafs by the years 
which denote childhood, asno lawful evidence, 
you'll fay, in this difpute ; let us follow him 

to 
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to the period when he is juft got loofe from tu- 
tors and governors, when his a€tions may be 
argued upon with lefs exception. lf you ob- 
ferve you will find. that one of the firft and 
leading propenfities of his nature, is that which. 
difcovers itfelf in the defire of fociety, and 
the fpontaneous love towards thofe of his 
kind. And though the natural wants and exi- 
gencies of his condition, are, no doubt, one 
reafon of this amiable impulfe,—Gop having 
founded that in him, as a provifional fecurity 
to make him focial ;—yet though it is a reafon 
in nature—————"’tis a reafon to him yet un- 
difcovered. 

Youth is not apt to philofophife fo deeply— 
but follow,----as it feels itfelf prompted by the 
inward workings of benevolence------ without 
view toitfelf, or previous calculation either of 
the lofs or profit which may accrue. Agree- 
ably to this, obferve how warmly, how heartly 
he enters into friendthips,---how difinterefted, 
and unfufpicious in the choice of them, --- how 
generous and open in his profefhions !----- how 
fincere and honeft in making themgood! When 
his friend is in diftrefs,—what lengths he will 
go,---what hazards he will bring upon himfelf, 
---what embarraflment upon his affairs, to ex- 
tricate and ferve him! If man is altogethera 
felfith creature (as thofe moralizers would make 
him) ’tis certain he does not arrive at the full 
maturity of it, in this time of his life.—--No. 
If he deferves any accufation, ’tisin the other 
extreme, ‘* That in his youth he is generally 
more. FooL than KNAVE,’’----~-and fo far from 
being fufpe&ted of living to himfelf, that he 
lives rather to every body elfe ; the unconfci- 
oufnefs of art and defign in his own intentions, 

! rendering 
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rendering him fo utterly void of a fufpicion of 
it in others, as to leave him too oft a bubble to 
every one who will take the advantage.----But 
you will fay, he foon abates of thefe tranfports 
of difinterefted love ; and as he grows older, 
grows wifer and learns to live more to himfelf. 
Let us examine. 
That a longer knowledge of the world, and 
fome experience of infincerity, will teach 
hima leffon of more caution in the choice of 
friendfhips, and lefs forward in the undiftin- 
guithed offers of his fervices, is what I grant. 
But if he cools of thefe, does he not grow 
warmer ftill in connections of a different kind? 
Follow him, I pray you, in the next ftage of 
life, where he has entered into engagements, 
and appears as the father of a family, and you 
will fee the paflion {till remains----the ftream 
fomewhat more confined,---but runs the ftrong- 
er for it, —----the fame benevolence of heart, 
altered only initscourfe, and the difference of 
obje&ts towards which it tends. Takea fhort 
view of him in this light, as aéting under the 
many tender claims which that relation lays 
upon him,----fpending many weary days, and 
fleeplefs nights --utterly forgetful cf himfelf, 
---intent only upom his family, and with an 
anxious heart contriving and labouring to keep 
it from diftrefs, againft that hour when he 
thall be taken from its protection. Does fuch 
a one live to himfelf ?-------He who rifes early, 
late takes reft, and eats the bread of careful- 
nefs, to fave others the forrow of doing fo af- 
ter him ; docs fuch a one live only to liicafelf ? 
—-¥e, who are parents, anfwer this queflion 
for him. How oft have you facriticed your 
healih,---your eafe,---four pleatures,---nay, 
{he 
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the very comfort of your lives, forthe fake of 
our children ?-.-How many indulgences have 
€ given up ?---What felf:denials and difficul - 
tieshave ye chearfully undergone for them ?--- 
In’ their ficknefs, or reports of their mifcon- 
du&, how have ye gone on your way forrawing 2 
W hatalarms within you, when fancy forebodes 
but imaginary misfortunes hanging overthem? 
——but when real ones have overtaken them, 
and mifchicf befallen them in the way in which they 
have gone, how fharper than a {word have ye 
felt the workings of parental kindnefs? Tn 
whatever period of human life we-look for 
proofs of lelfifhnefs,---let us not feek them in 
this relation of a parent, whofe whole life, 
when truly known, is often little elfe but a 
fucceffion of cares, heart-achs, and difquieting 
apprehenfions,--enough to fhew, that he is but 
an inflrument.in the hand of Gop to provide 
for the well being of ‘others, to.ferve their in- 
tereft'as well as-hig own. 

!f you try the truth of this reafoning upon 
very other part or fituation of the fame life, 
you will find it ‘holds good in one degree or 
Other. Take a view of it out of thefe clofer 
conneeions both of a friend and parent. 
Confider him for a moment tinder that natural 
alliance, in- which even a heathen poet has: 
placed him ; namely, that of @ man:—and as 
fuch, to his honour, as one incapable of ftand- 
ing unconcerned in whatever concerns his fel. 
low creatu res.~-Compaffion has fo great a fhare 
In ournature, and the miferies of this world 
are fo conftant an exercife of it, as toleave it 
in no ong’s power (who deferves the name of 
man) in this refpect, to live to himfelf, 

© cannot ftop his ears againft the cries of 
the 
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the unfortunate.---The fad ftory of the father- 
lefs, and himthat hasno helper, mu/t be heard. 
---The forrowful fighing of the prifoners will come 
before him ; and a thoutand other untold cafes 
of diftrefsto which the life of manis fubje&, 
find a way to hisheart, let intereft guard the 
paffage as it will-.-if he has this. world’s goods, 
and feeth his brother have necd, he will not be able 
tofhut up his bowels of compaffion from him. 

Let any man of common humanity look 
back upon his own life as fubjefted to thefe 
trong claims, and recolle& the influence they 
have had upon him. How oft the mere im- 
pulfes of generofity and compaflion have led 
him out of his way? In how many ats of 
charity and kindnefs, his feltow-feeling for o- 
thers have made him forget himfelf *--Inncigh- 
bourly offices, how oft he has aéted againft all 
confideration of profit, convenience, nay 
fometimes even of. juftice itfelf?---Let him 
add to this account, how much, in the progrefs 
of his life, has been given up evento the lefler 
obligations of civility and good manners — 
W hat reftraints they have laid him under ? How 
large a portion of time,---bow much of his 
inclination and the plan of life be fhould moft 
have withed, has fromtime to time been made 
a facrifice to his good mature and difinclination 
to give pain or difguft to others? 

Whoever takesa view of the life of man, in 
this glafs wherein | have fhewn it, will find it 
fo befet and hemmed in with obligations of 
‘one kind or other, as to leave little room to 
fufpedt, that man can live to. himfelf : and {o 
clofely has our Creator linked us together (as 
well as all other parts of his works for the pre- 
feryation of that harmony in. the frame and 
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fyftem of things which his wifdom has at firft 
eftablithed,---that we find this bond or mutu- 
al dependence, however relaxed, is too ftron 
to be broke ; and I believe, that the moft fel - 
‘ith men find it is fo, and that they cannot, in 
fat, live fo much to themfelves, as the narrow- 
nefs of their own heartsincline them. Ifthefe 
refletionsare juft upon the moral relations in 
which we ftand to each other, let us clofe the 
€xamination with a fhort reflection upon the 
great relation in which we ftand to Gop. 

The firft and moft natural thought on this 
fubje&, which at one time or other will thruft 
itfelf upon every man’s mind, is this,----That 
there is a God who made me,—--to whofe git 
I owe all the powers and faculties of my foul, 
to whofe providence I owe all the bleffings of 
my life, and by whofe permiftion it is that | 
exercife and enjoy them ; that | am placed in 
this world as a creature but of aday, haftening 
to the place from whence I {hall not return, — 
That 1 am accountable for-my condué& and 
behaviour to this great and wifett of Beings, 
before whofe judgment feat I mut finally ap- 
pear and receive ‘the things done in my body,— 
whether they are good, or whether they are bad. 

an any onedoubt but the moft-inconfide.” 
rate of men fometimes fit down coolly, and 
make fome fuch plain reflections as thefe upon 
their flate and condition ’—or that, after they 
have made them, can one imagine they lofe all 
effet ?—As little appearance as there is of re- 
ligion in the world, there is a great deal of its 
influence felt in its affairs—nor can one fo root 
out the principles of it, but-like nature they 
Will retara again, and give checks and inter- 
ruptions to guilty purfuits. Thereare feafons, 
when 
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when the thought of a juft Gop overlooking, 
and after-reckoning, have made the moft de- 
termined tremble, and ftop fhort in the execu- 
tion of a wicked purpofe ; and if we conceive 
that the worft of men lay fome reftraints upon 
themfelves from the weight of this principle, 
what fhall we think of the good and virtuous 
part of the world, ‘who live under the perpe- 
tual influence of it,—who facrifice their appe- 
titesand paffions from a confcience of their 
duty to Gop, and confider him as the object 
to whom they have dedicated their fervice, and 
make that the firft principle and ultimate end 
-of all their a€tions ’—How many real and un-' 
affe ted inftances there are in this world of men 
thus governed, willnot fo much concern us to 
inquire, asto take care that we are of thenum- 
ber: which may Gop grant, for the fake of Jz~ 
-sus Curist. Amen 
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“ZT returned and faw tender the fun, that the race is 
not tothe fwift,--nor-the battle to the firong,--— 
‘neither yet bread to the wife, nor yet riches to méte 
of undex fianding, nor yet favour ta men of [Rill jam 
but-that timeand chance Aappeneth to them all. 


sand fees contrary to all his gueffes and expeCa- 
tions, what different-fates attend the lives of 
men,—-how oft it happens in the world, that 
‘there is not'even bread to the wife, nor riches 
‘to men of‘underftanding, &c.--he-is aptto con- 
‘chude'with ‘a figh upon,--inthe words,--thou h ? 
'not'in'the fenfe of the wife man, that time . 
‘and chance happeneth to them all.=-Thattime 
‘and chance,—apt feafons and fit conjunctures, 
‘have the greateft {way in the turns and difpo. 
fals of men’s fortunes: and that, as thefe lucky 
hints (as they are called) happen'to be for, of 
‘againita man, they either open the way to 
his advancement againit all obftacles,--or bloék 
it up againft all helps and attempts; that, as 
the ‘text “intimates, Heither wifdom, nor un 
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3 HENa man cafts a look ‘upon this 
_ melancholy de(cription of the world, 
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derfianding, nor {kill fhall be able to furmount 
them. 

However widely wesmay differ in our rea- 
> fonings upon.this obfervation of Solomoirs, 
the authority of the. obfervation is ftrong be- 

.. yond doubt, ahd the evidence given of it in all 
_ ages fo alternately confirmed by examples and 
complaints, as to leave the fact itfelf unguetfti- > 
onable.——="That things are carried on in tlHs 
-world, fometimes fo contrary to all our reafon- 

- ings, and the feeming probabilities of fuccets,-- 
that, even the race is not to the fwift,. nor the 
battle to the itrong ,--nay, whatis ftranger {till 

——nor yet bread to the, wife, who fhould lait 
ftand in want of it,----nor yetiriches to men of 
underftanding, who you would think beft qua- 
lified to acquire them,—nor yet favour to men 
of {kill, whofe merit and pretences bid the 
faireit for it--but that there are fome fecret and 

-ainfeen workings in humait affairs, which baffle 
all our endeavours,—and,turn afide the courte 
of things in fuch a manner,-——that the moit 

likely caules dilappoint and fail of prodycing, 
forusthe effect which we wifhed and natural- 

ly-expeéted from them. 

~” You will fee aman, of whom, was you to 
form aconjecturetroin the appearance of things 
in his favour, — you would fay was fetting dat 

in the world-with the faireit profpe& of making 
his fortune in it; — with all the advantages of 
birth to recommend him,—of, perfonal merit 
to fpeak for him,—-and of friends to help and 
puih him forwards: you will behold-him, not- 
withitanding this, difappointed in every effe& 
you might naturally have looked for, from 
them ; every ftep he takes towards his advances 
ment, Jomething invifible thal] pull him back, 

fome 
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fome unforefeen obftacle fhall rife up perpe- 
tually in his way, and keep.there — In every 


application he makes,--fome untoward circum-~~ 


ftance fhall blaft it--he fhali rife early, late 
take reft,—and eat the bread of carefulnefs,— 


yet fome happier man fhall ftill rife up, and ~ 


ever ftep in before him,” and leave him ftrug- 


gling’to the end of his life, in the very fame * 


lace in which he firft began it. 

The hiftory of a fecond, {hall in all refpects 
be the contraft to’ this, He fhalt come into the 
world with the moft unpromifing appearance, 
_-fhall fet forwards without fortune, without 
friends--without talents to procure him either 
the one or the other. Neverthelefs, youwill fee 


this clouded profpect brighten up infenfibly, - 


unaccountably before him; every thing pre- 
fented in- his way, fhall turn out beyond his ex- 
pectations,—in {pight of that chain of unfur- 


mountable difficulties which firft threatened 


him,--time and chance {hall open him a way-- 
a feries of fuccefsful occurrences fhall lead him 


by the hand to the fummit of honour and for- : 


tune, and, ina word, without giving him the 


ains of thinking, or the credit of projecting it, 


fhall place him in fafe pofieffion of allthat am- 
bition could ‘with for. 


The hittories of the lives and fortunes of men ~ 


are full of inftances of this nature,---where fa- 
yourable times, and lucky accidents, have done 
for them what wifdom or kill could not: and 
there is{carce any one Who has lived long in the 
world, who, upon looking backwards, will not 
difcover fuch a mixture of thefe in the many 
fuccefsful turns which have happened in lis 


life, asto leave him very little reafon to dipute= 
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againft the fa&, and, I {hould ho e, as little 
upon the conclufions to be drawn rom it. 
Some. indeed, froma fuperficial view of this. 
reprefentation of things, have atheiftically in- 
ferred,—that becaufe there was fo-much of lot-. 
tery in this life, and: mere cafualty feemed to 
have fuch a fharein the difpofal of their affairs, 
—that the providence of Gop ftood neuter and 
unconcerned in their feveral workings, leaving 
them to the mercy of time and chance, to be: 
furthered or difappointed as fuch’ blind agents. 
directed. Whereas in truth the very oppofite. 
conclufion follows, _For confider,--if afuperi-. 
or intelligent: power did not fometimes. crofs, 
and over-rule events in this world—then our: 
policies and defigns in it, would always anfwer: 
according to the wifdom and ftratagem in which, 
they were laid, and-every caufe, in the courfe 
of things, would produce its natural effe& with- 
Out variation. Now, as this is not the cafe, it 
neceilarily follows, trom Solomon’s reafoning, 
that, if the race is not to the {wift, if knowledge 
aud learning do not always fecure men from 
Want, — nor art and {kill infallibly make men: 
hizhinthe world; thatthere isfome other caufe. 
hich mingles ip human affairs, and governs 
and turns them as jt pleafes; which caufe car 
be no other than the Firt Caufe of all things, 
and the fecret and Over-ruling providence. of 
that Almighty Gop, who, though his dwelling. 
is fo high, yet he humbleth himfelf to behold 
the things that are done on earth, railing vu 
the poor out of the duit, and lifting the beggar 
from the dunghill, and contrary to all hopes, 
patting him with princes, even with the princes 
of bis own people; which, by the way, wasthe 
cufe of Dayid, who makes the acknowledg- 


ment 


SE RM ON VI. 127 
ment!-- And no doubt--oné reafon, why Gop 
has fele€ted to his own difpofal fo many 1n- 
{tances as this, where events haverun counter 
to all probabilities -- was to give teftimony to 
his providence in govetning the world, and to 
engage us to a confideration and dependance 
upon it, forthe eventand fuccefs of our under-. 
takings.* For undoubtedly as 1 faid,--it 
fhould feem but fuitable to nature’s law, that 

the race fhould ever be to the fwift,—and the 
battle tothe ftrong ;—it 1s reafonable that the 
bet contrivances and’ means fhould have bett 
fuccefs and fince it often falls out otherwife 
in the cafe of man, wheré the wifeft projects 
are overthrown,—and the moft hopeful means 
are blafted, and time and chance happens to all; 
--you muft callin the Deity to untye this knot: 
--for though at fundry times—fundry vents 
fall out.-Which we, who look no further than 
the events themfelves, call chance, becaufe © 
they fall out quite contrary both to our inten= 
tions and hopes,—yet, at the fame time, refpect 
of God’s providence over-ruling in thefe events, 
it were profane to call them chance, for they 
are pure defignation, and, though invifible, 
are ftill the regular difpenfations of the fuper- 
intending power of that Almighty Being, from 
whom all the laws and powers of nature are de- 
rived ;—who, as he has appointed, ——fo holds 
them as inftrumeats in his hands; and, without 
invading the liberty and free-will of his crea- 
tures, can turn the paffions and defires of their . 
hearts to fulfil his own righteoufnels, and work 
fach-effets in human affairs, which to us feem 
inerely ca/ual—but to him, certain and deter- 
mined, and what his infinite wifdom fees necef- 


fary” 


is 


4 
* Vid. Tillotfon’s fermon on this fubjet. 
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fary to bebrought about, for the government 
and prefervation of the world, over which pro- 
vidence perpetually prefides, 

When the fons of Jacob had eaft their bro- 
ther Jofeph into the pit for his deftruétion,— 
one would think if every accident which con- 
cerned the life of man deferved to be called 
chance, it was this,—that the company of lfh- 
maclites fhould happen to pafs by, in that open 
country, at that very place, at that time too, 
when his barbarity was committed, After he 
was relcued by fo favourable a contingency-+ 
his life and future fortune {till depended upon 
a feries of contingencies equally improbable ; 
for inftance, hadthe bufinefs of the I{hmaelites 
who bought him, carried them from Gilead, 
to any other part of the world befides Egypt; 
or, when they arrived there, had they fold theix 
bond flave to any. other man but Potiphar, 
throughout the whole empire,——or, after that 
difpotal, had the unjuftaccufations of his maf- 
ter’s wife caft the youth into any other dunge. 
on, than that where the king’s prifoners were 
kept,-,or had it fallen ont at any other crifis, 
than when Pharaoh’s chief butler was caft there 
too,-rhad this or any other of thefe events fal- 
len out otherwife than it did,--a feries of unme- 
rited misfortunes had overwhelmed him—and, 
inconfequence, the whole land of Egypt and 
Canaan. [rom the firft opening to the conclu- 
fion.of this long and interefting tranfaétion, the 
providence of Gon fuffered every thing to take 
its courfe: the malice and cruelty of Jofeph’s. 
brethren, wrought their worft mifchick againtt 
him j—banifhed from his country and the pro- 
teiongf hisparent.r-The lutt and bafenefs ofa 

difappointed 
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difappojnted woman funk him fill. deeper :— 
doaded his charatter with an uajuit reproach,- - 
and, to complete his ruin, doomed him friend- 
defs, to the miferies of a hopelefs pr ifon, where 
he day neglegted. Providence, thoughitdidnot 
crofs thefe events,--yet provideoce bent them 
to the moft merciful ends, When the whole 
DRAMA Was opened, then the witdom and con- 
ttivance of every partofit wasdijplayed. Then- 
it appeared it was not they (asthe patriarch in- 
ferred in coniolation-of -his brethrén;) it was - 
not they who fold him, but (-op, "gwas he 
fent him thither before them,—-—his faperin- 
tending power availed itielt of their pafirons— 
sirected the operation of them,--held the chain - 
in his hand and turned and wounditto hisown 
purpote. ‘* Ye verily thonght evilagainit me, 


~—--but Gop meant it for good.——ye had the 
guilt of a bad intention;———his providence the 


glory. of accomplithing a good one,— by 
preferving you apaofferity upon the earth, and bring=- 
ing to pals as.itis this day, to fave much people alive.’ 
All hiftory is full of fuch teitimonies, which 
though they may convince thofe who look no.- 
further than the furface of things, that time and 
chance happen to all,—yet to thofe who look 
_ deeper; they tmanifedt at the fame time, that 
there is ahand much bufer in human affairs 
than what we yainly calculate ; which, though 
the projectors of this world overlook, or at 
leaft make no allowance for in the formation 
of their plans, they generally find it in the ex- 
ecution of them. And though the fatalift may 
urge, that every event in this life is brought 
about by. the minifiry and ehain of natural 
Bg caufes” 
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caules, yet, in anfwer--let him go one ftep) 
higher-- and confider,—whofe power. it is, that 
enables thefe caufes to work, whofe know- 
ledge it is. that forefees what will be. their ef- 
feéts;—whofe goodnefs it is invifibly conduct- 
ingthem forwards to the beft and greateft ends 
forthe happinefs of his creatures. 

So that asa great reafoner juftly diftinguifhes : 
upon this point, ‘‘ Itisis not only religiouf-. 
ly fpeaking, but with the ftri&eft and moft phi-. 
lofophical truth of expreffion, that the feripture . 
tells us, that Gop commandeth the ravens:--that 
they are his direétions, which the winds and the» 
feas obey. If his fervant hides himfelf by the 


‘brook, fuch an order of caufes and effects fhall, 


be laid,--that the towlsof the air fhall minifter. 
to his fupport.--When this refource fails, and: 
his prophet is dire@ted to go to Zerapha,--for., 
thathehas commanded a. widow woman: there to. 
fuftain him,--the fame which leads the prophet... 
to the gate of the city--fhall lead forth the 
diftrefs’d widow to the fame place, te take him, 
under her-roof,--and, tho’ upon the impulfe of ~ 
a diferent occafion, fhall neverthelefs be made - 
to fulfil his promife andintention of their mu-. 
tual prefervation.”” 

#hus much for the truth and illuftration of 
this great and fundamental doétrine of a provi-- 
dence; the beliefof whichis of fuch confe-~ 
quence to us, as to be the great fupport and 
comfort of our lives. 

Juftly therefore might the pfalmift upon this> 
déclaration, that the Lorn is King,---con- 
clude, that the earth may be glad thereof, yea: 
the multitude of the ifles may be glad thereof. 

May, 


. 


S ERM ON VIIL 131 


May Gop grant the perfuafion may make us 
48 Virtuous, as it has reafon to make us joyful; 
and that it may bring forth in us the fruits of 
500d living to his praife and glory, to whom 

¢ all might, majefty and dominion, now and” 
Or evermore, Amen. ey 
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Then was fulfilled that which was fpoken by Jeremy: 
the prophet, faying: In Rama was there a’ 
voice heard, lamentation, and weeping, and’ 
great mourning Rachael weeping for her chil-- 
dren, and would not be comforted, becaufe they: 


are not... 


Dare words which St. Matthew cites here : 


as fulfilled by the cruelty and ambition’ ~ 


of Herod,—are in the 31ft chapter of Jeremiah” 
rsth verfe. Inthe foregoing chapter, the pro- 
- phet having declared Gop’s intention of turn- 
ing the mourning of his people into joy, by” 
the reftoration of the tribes which had been 
led away captive into Babylon; he ‘proceeds, ' 
in the beginning of this chapter, which con- 
tains this prophecy, to give.a more particular 


defcription of the great joy; and. feftivity of 


that promifed day, when they were to return 
once more to their.own land, to enter upon 
their ancient pofeffions, and enjoy again” all 
the privileges they had loft, and, amongft™ 
others, and what was above them all,—the fa- - 
. your: 
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vour and protection of Gop, and the conti~ 
nuation of his mercies to them and their pof- 
terity. )s , , 

To make, thetefore, the impreffion of this 
change the ftronger upon their minds he 
gives avery pathetic reprefentation of the pre- 
ceding forrow on that day when they were firit 
led away captive, 

‘ Thus faith the Lord, A voice was heard in: 
Rama; lamentation and bitter weeping, Ra- 
chael weeping for her children, refufed to be 
comforted, becaufe they were not. 
 « Poventer into the full fenfe and beauty of | 
this defcription, it isto be remembered, that 
the tomb of Rachael, Jacob’s beloved wife, ~ 
-aswe readin the 35th of Genefis, was fituated 
near Rama, and ecixe that place and Beth - 
lehem. Upon which circumftance the prophet 
Taifes one of the moft affeéting fcenes that 
could be conceived; for as the tribes in their 
forrowful journey betwixt Rama and Bethle-. 
hem in their way to Babylon, were fuppofed 
to pals by this monumental pillar of their an~ 

+ Rachael, Jacob’s wife, the prophet, by 
@ common liberty in rhetoric, introduces her 
as rifing up out of her fepulchre, and as the 
common mother of two of their tribes, weep- 
ing for her children, bewailing the fad cata- 
ftrophe of her pofterity led away into a ftrange 

soortefufing to be comforted, becaulé - 
they were not, loft and cut off from their 
country, and, in all likelihood, neyer to be 
reftored back to her again. 

‘he Jewith interpreters fay upon this, that 
the patriarch Jacob buried Rachael in this ver 
place, forefeeing by the fpirit of prapheey 
that his potterity fhould that way be led cap- 

tive, 
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tive, that fhe might, as they paffed her, inter- 


cede for them.— 

But this fanciful fuperftru€ture upon the paf- 
fage, feems to be little elfe than a mere dream 
of fome of the Jewifh dogtors; and indeed had 
they not dream’d it when they did, ’tis great 
odds, but fome of the Romifh dreamers would 
have hit upon it before now. Foras it favours 
the doétrine of interceffions—it there had not 
been undeniable vouchers for,the real inventors 
of the conceit, one fhould much fooner have 
fought for it amongft the oral traditions of this 
church, than in the Talmud, where it is.—. 

- But this by the bye. There is ftil] another _ 
interpretation of the words here cited by” St. 
Matthew, which altogether excludes this fee- 
nical reprefentation | have given of them.— 
By which ’tis thought that the lamentation of 
Rachael, here defcribed, has no immediate ~ 
reference to Rachael, Jacob’s wife; but that. 
it fimply alludes to the forrows of her defcen- 
dents, the diftrefled mothers of the tribes’ of». 
Benjamin and Ephraim who might accompany 
their children, led into captivity, as faras Ka: — 
ma, in their way to Babylon,.who wept and ~ 
wailed upon this fad occafion, and ag the pre- 
phet defcribes them in the perfon of Rachach 
refufing to be comfarted for the lofs of -her 
children, looking upon their departure without 
hope or profpe&t of ever beholcinga 1eturn. 

Which ever of the two fenfes you give the 
words of the prophet, the application of them 
by the eyangelift is equaliy juft and faithinl. 
lor as the former fcene he relates was tranfact- 
edupon the very fame flage,—-in the fame _ 
diftri&t of Bethlehem near Kama where fo — 
many mothers of the fame trive now fuflered 

this 


ud 
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this fecond moft affecting blow—the words of 
Jeremiah, as the evangelift obferves, were li- 
terally accomplifhed, and no doubt, in that 
horrid day, a yoice was heard again in Rama,- 
lamentation and bitter weeping-——Rachael: 
weeping for her children, and refufing to be 
comforted ;—every Bethlemetifh mother in- 
volved in this calamity, beholding it with hope- 

-lefs forrow—gave vent to it—each one bewail-. 
ing her children, and lamenting the hardnefs 
of theirlot,. with the anguifh of a heart as un- 
capable of confolation, as they were of redrefs. 
Monfter !—could no confideration of all this 
tender forrow, ftay thy hands?—Could no Te~ 
fleion upon fo much bitter Jaientation. 
throughout the coaftsof Bethlehem, interpofe 
and plead in behalf of fo many wretched ob- 
jeets, as this tragedy would make ?— Wasthere 
no way open to ambition, but that thou muft 
trample upon the affections of nature? Could 
no, pity. for the innocence of childhood—no 
fympathy for the yearnings: of parental loye,. 
incline thee’to, fome other .meafures for thy 
fecurity—but thou muft thus pitilefsly ruth in 
—take the victim by violence tear it from thé 
embraces of the mother—o fer it up before her 
eyces—leave her difconfolate for ever—broken- 
hearted with alofs—fo affe&ting in itfelf fo 
circumftanced with horior, that no time, how 
friendly foever to the mournful fhould ever 
be able to wear out the impreffion ? 

There is nothing in which the mind of man 
is more divided than in the accounts of this 
horrid nature.—For when we confider man, as 
fafpioned by hisMaker—innocent and upright 
—full of the tendereft difpofitions—with a 
heart inclining him to.kindnefs, and the love 

and 
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and protection of his fpecies this idea of 


him would almoft fhake the credit of fuch ac- 
counts ;—{fo that to clear them—we are forced 


to take a fecond view of mdn-very different 


from this favourable one, in which we infenfi- 
bly. reprefent him to our imaginations that 
is——we are obliged to confider him——not as’ 
he was, made but as he is———a creature by 
the violence:andirregularity of his paffions ca- 
pable of being petverted from all thefe friendly, 
and benevolent propenfities, and fometimes 
hurried into excefles fo oppofite tothem, as to 
render the. moft unnatural and horrid accounts 
of what he does but too probable.—The truth 
of this obfervation will be exemplified in the 


- éafe before us.. For nextto the faith and cha- 


ra€ter of the hiftorian who reports fach faéts: 

—-the particular character of the perfon who 
committed them is. tobe confdered asa voucher 
for-their truth and credibility ;—and if, upom 
inguiry, itappears thatthe man acted but con- 
fiftent with himfelf,—and juft fo as youwould 
have expeéted from his primciples,—tlie ciedit: 
of the: hittorian is reftored, and the fa& re- 
lated ftands inconteftable, from fo ftrong and’ 


“concurring ai evidence on its fide.— 


With this view, it'may not be an unaccepta-- 
ble application of the remaining part of a ait- 
th upon this day, to give you a fketch of 
the charaéter of Herod, not-as drawn from. 
feripture,—for, incenera], it farnihes us with 
few materials for fuch defcriptions :—the facred 
fcripture cuts off in few words the hiftory of 
the ungodly, how great foever they wereii the 
eyes of the world,—and, en the other hand,. 
dwells Jargetv upon the {malleft actions of the 
righteous..- We find all the circumftances BS 
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the lives of Abraham, Ifaac, Jacob, and Jo-= 
feph, recorded in the minuteit manner.—— 
The wicked feem only mentioned with regret ; 
juft brought upon the ftage, on purpofe to be . 
condemned. | he ufe and advantage of which 
condudt—is, I fuppofe, the reafon as in 
general it enlarges on no character, but what 
is worthy ofimitation. ’Tis however undeni- 
able, that the lives of bad men are not with- 
out ufe ;—and whenever fuch a one is drawn, 
not with a corrupt view to be admired,—but . 
on purpofe to be detefted,—it muftexcite fuch . 
an horror againft vice, as will ftrikeindireQly . 
the fame good impreffion. And though it is 
painful in the laft degree to paint amanin the 
thades which his vices have caft upon him,— 
yet when it ferves this end, and at the fame 
time illuftrates a point in facred hiftory —it 
Carries its own excufe with it. 

This Herod, therefore, of whom the evan- 
gelift fpeaks, if you take a fuperficial view of 
his life, you would fay was a compound of 
good and evil; that though he was certainly a 
bad man,—yet you would think the mafs was 
tempered at the fame time with a mixture of 
good qualities’ So that, in courfe, as is not 
uncommon, he would appear with two. cha- 
racters very different fromeach other. If you 
looked upon the more, favourable fide, you 
would fee a man of great addrefs—popular in 
his behaviour, generous, princerlike in his 
entertainments and expences, and, ina word, 
fet off with all fuch virtue and ihewy proper- 
ties, as bid high for the countenance and ap. 
probation of the word. 

View hii in another light, he wa3.an ambi. 
tious, defigning man, lulpictous of all the 
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ny ordinary cafes of private life, yet will not 
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~-world,—rapacious,—implacable in his tempers 


without fenfe of religion,——or feeling of hu- 
manity. Now in all fuch complex-charac- 
ters as as way the world ufually judges; 
is to fum up the good.and the bad againft 
each other, deduét the leffer of thefe arti- 


_ cles from the greater, and (as we do in pafling, 


other accounts) give credit to the man for what 
remains upon’ the balance. ‘Now, tho’ this 
feems a’fair, yet] fear ’tis often a fallacious 
which, tho’ it may ferve in ma- 


hold good in the more notorious inflances of 
men’s lives, efpecially when fo complicated 


with good and bad, as to exceed all common 


bounds and proportions. Not'to be deceived-. 


-infuch cafes, we muft work bya different rule, 


which, tho’ ‘it may appear lefs candid,—yet, 
to make amends, [am perfuaded will bring us 


in generat much nearer to the thing we want, 


—which istruth: Thé way to which is—in all 
judgments of this kind, to diftinguifh and car- 


‘yy in your eye the principal and ruling pafion 


which beads the. character—and_ feparate that 


from the other parts of it,—and then take no- 


tice, how far his other qualities, good and bad, 


are brought to ferve and fupport that. For 


want of this diftinétton,—we often think 
ourfelves inconfiftent creatures, when we are 
the furthedt fromit, andall the variety of fhapes 


and contradictory appearances we put On, are, 


in truth, but fo many different attempts. to 


gratify the fame governing appetite.— 


With this clew, let us endeavourto unravel 


‘this character of Herod, as here given. 


The firft thing which firikes one in it, isame 


‘bition, an immoderate thirit, as well as jea- 


‘loufy 
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loufy of power; how inconfiftent foever 18 
other.parts, his character appears invariable in 
this, and every ‘action of his life was true to 1t- 

—From hence we may venture to conclude, 
that this was Azs ruling paion oe Mad that 
moft, if not all the other wheels were put in 
motion by this firft fpring. Now let us confi- 
der how far this was the cafe in faét. 

To begin with the worft part of him, ———T 
faid he was a man of no fenfe of religion, or 
at leaft no other fenfe of it, but ‘that which 
ferved histurn—for he is recorded‘to have built 
temples in Judea, and ereéted images in them 
foridolatrous worfhip.——not froma perfuafi- 
on of doing right, for he was bred'a Jew, and 
confequently taught to abhor -all idolatry,— 
but he was in truth facrificing all this time’ te 
a greater idol of his own, his ruling paffion.; 
for if we may truft Jofephus, his fole view in 
fo grofsa compliance was toingratiate himfelf © 
with Auguftus and the great men of Rome 
from whom he held his power. With this 
he was greedy and rapacious———-how could 
he be otherwife, with fo devouring an appetite 
as ambition to previde for?—He was jealous 
‘in his nature, and fufpicious of all the world. 
—Shew me an ambitious man that is not fo ; 
for as fucha man’s hand, like Ifhmael’s, is 
againft every man, he concludes that every 
man’s hand in courfe is againft him. 

_. Few men were ever guilty of more aftonifh- 
ing adts of cruelty and yet the particularin- 
ftances of them in Herod were fuch as he was 
hurried into, by the alarms this waking paiffion 
perpetually gave him. He putthe whole Sana~ 
drim to the fword—Iparing neither age or wif- 
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dom, or merit one cannot fuppofe, imply 
from aninclination to cruelty—no—they had 
oppofed the efaqhihment of jis power at Jeru- 
falem. 

His own fons, two hopeful y youths, he cut off 
by a publicexecution. The worft men have 
natural affeCtion and fuch a ftroke as this 
would run fo contrary to the natural workings 

“of it, that you are forced to fuppofe the impulle 
of foe more violent inclination to. over-rule 
and conquer it. “And fo it was; for the Jewifh 
hiftorian tells us, "twas jealoufy of power,—his 
darling obje&t--of vrhich he feared they would 
one day or other difpoflefs him—fufficient- in- 
dweement to tranfport aman of fuch a temper 
into the bloodiett excefles. 

Thus far this One fatal and extravagant paf- 
fion, accounts for thé dark fide of Herod’s cha- 
racer. This governing principle being firftlaid 

open--all his other bad: actions follow.in‘courfe, 
like fo many fymptomatic complaints from the 
fame dit temper. 

Let us tee it this was not the cafe even of his 
virtues too. 

At firtt fight itfeems a myftery--how a man, 
fo black as Herod has been thus far deferibed— 
fhould be ablé to fupport himftelf inthe favour 
and friend{hip of fo’wife and penetrating a bo-= 
-dy ofmen, asthe Roman fenate, of whem he 
held hispower. ‘Cocounter- aa liarice the weight. 
6f fo bad and detefted acharaéter—and be able 
to bearit up, as Herod did, one would think he 
miuft ‘have ‘been matter of fome gredt fecret 
wotth inquiring ‘after—he was fo. But that fe- 
cret was no other than’ what appears on this 

reverfe of his character. He was a perfon of 
great addrefs—popular in his outward behavi- 

Dean ‘ il em 9 i “our 
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our—he was generous, prince-like in his enter= 
eainments and expences. The world was then 
ascorrupt, at leaft, as now—and Herod under- 
ttoodit—knew at what price it was to be bought 
—and what qualities would bid the higheft for 
its good word and approbation. 

And in truth he judged this matter fo well, 
—that notwithftanding the general odium and 
prepofleffion which arofe againft fo hateful a 
character——in {pight of all the ill impreflions 
from fo many repeated complaints of his cru- 
elties and opprethons—he yet ftemmed the tor-, 
rent—and by the fpecious difplay of thefe po- 
pulat virtues bore himfelf up againft it aJl his 


life. So that at length, when he was fummoned 


to Rome to anfwer for his crimes—Jofephus 
tells us—that by the mere magnificence of his. 
expences—and the apparent generofity of his 
behaviour, he entirely confuted the whole 
charge--and fo ingratiated himfelf with the Ro- 
man fenate—and won the heart of Auguftus— 
{as he had that of Anthony before) that He ever 
after had his favour and kindnefs ; whichI can- 
not mention without adding—that it is an eter- 
nalftain upon the chara&er and memory of 
Auguttus, ‘that he fold his countenance and 
protection to fo bad a man, for fo mean and 
bafe’a confideration. 

‘From this point of view, if we look back up- 


“on Herod—his beft qualities will fhrink into 


little room, and how glittering foever in ap- 
pearance, when hrought to this ballance are 
found wanting. And in truth if. we would not 
willingly be deceived in the value of any yir- 
tue, or fet of virtues in fo complex a character 
—wwe muft call them to this very account; ex- 
amine whom they fervye, what paffion and what 

principle 
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principle they for their mafter. When this fs 
underftood the whole clew isunravelled atonce, 
and the charaéter of Herod, as complicated as 
itts given us in hiftory — when thus analyfed, 
is fummed ‘up in three words That he was 
man of unbounded ambition, who fluck at nothing to 
graiify it ;---fo that not only his vices were mi» 
nifterial to his ruling paffion, but his virtues 
too (if they deferved the name) were drawn in, 
and litted into the fame fervice. 

Thus much for the charaéter of Herod—the 
critical review of which has many ‘obvious ufesy 
“to which I may truft-you, having time but to 
mention that particular one which firtt led me 
intd this examination, namely, that al! objeai- 
ons againft the evangelift’s account of this day’s 
flaughter of the Bethlemitith infants—from the 
incredibility of fo horrid an account — are t+ 
lenced by this account of the mans fince in 
this he ated but like himfelf, and-juft fo as 
you would expect in the fame circumftances, 
from every man of foambitious a head—and fo 
bad a heart.--Confider, what havock ambition 
has made how often the fame tragedy has 
been acted upon largertheatres- where noton- 
ly the innocence of childhood-+—-or the grey 
hairs of the aged, have foend no proteion-— 
but whole countries without diftingion have- 
been put to the fword; ct, what is as cruel, 
have been drivenforth to nakednefs and famine, 
to make way for new ones, underthe guidance 
of this paflion.---For a fpecimen of this, refle& 
upon the ftory related by Plutarch:—when by 
order of the Roman fenate,feventy populous 
cities were unawares facked and deltroyed at 
one prefixed hour, by P. AXmilivs—by whoin 
one hundred and fiftv thovfand unhappy peo- 
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-pleavere driven in one day into captivity—— 
‘to be fold to the higheft bidder, to end their 
days in cruel labour and anguith. As aftonifh- 
ing as the account before us is, it vanithes into 
nothing from fuch views, fince,it.is plain from 
all hiftory, that there is no wickednefs too 
great for fo unbounded acaufe, and that the- 
moft horrid.accountsin hiftery are, -asIfaid 
above, bat too probable effects of it 
May Gop of his mercy defend mankind from 
‘future experiments of this kind—and grant we 
may make a proper ufe of them, .for the fake 
ef Jusus Garistr, Amen. 
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JOB’S AccounT 
OF THE 


GyoRTNESS and TROUBLES 


Lire, confidered 


Soon MEO N@ x: 
a Jos XIV. 1, 2 


Man that is born of a woman, is of few days, and. 
full of trouble :—He cometh forth like a flower, 
and 1s cut down; he flecth alfa as a fhadow, and 
continueth not. ; 


HERE is fomething in this refleAion of 

holy Job’s, upon the fhortnefs of life, and 
initability of human affairs fo beautiful and 
truly fublime; that one might challenge the 
writings of the moft celebrated orators of anti- 
quity, to produce a fpecimen of eloquence, fo 
noble and thoroughly affecting. Whether thi 
effe&t be owing in fome meafure, to the pathe~ 
tic nature of the fubje&t reflected on;—or to 
the eaftern manner of expreffion, ina ftile more 
exalted and fuitable to fo great a fubje&, or 
(which is.the more likely account) becaufe 
they are properly the words of that Being, who 
firftt infpired man with language, and taught 
his mouth to utter, who opened the lips of the 
dumb, and made the tongue of the tnfancero- 
quent; towhich of thefe we are to refer the 
beauty and fublimity of this, as well as that of 
numiberiefs other paflages in holy writ, may 
not feem now material; but furely, without 
thefe helps, never man was better qualified to 
make juft and noble refleGions upon the fhort- 
nefs of human life, and inflability of human 
aifairs, than Job was, wio had himfelf waded 
G3 through 
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through fuch a fea of troubles, and in his paf- 


fage had encountered many viciffitudes < 
ftorms and fun-fhine, and by turns had felt bot 
the extremes, of all the happinefs, and all the 
wretchednefs that mortal man is heir to. 

The beginning of his days was crowned with. 
every thing that ambition could with for ;—he 
was the greateft of allthe men of the Eaft,--had. 
large and unbounded poffefions, andno doubt 
enjoyed allthe comforts and advantages of life, 
which they could adminifter.--Perhaps you will 
fay, a wile man might not be inclined to give 
a full loofe to this kind of happinefs, without 
fome better fecurity for the fupport of it, than 
the mere poffefion of fuch goods. of fortune, 
which often flip from under’ us, and fometimes 
upaccountably make themfelves wings, and 
fly away.—But he had that fecurity too ;—for 


the hand of providence, which bad thus far 


prote&ed, was ftill leading him: forwards, and 
fecmed engaged in the prefervation and con- 
tinvance of thefe bleffings ;—Gop had fet a 
hedge about him, and about ali that he had 
on every fide ; he had bleffed all the works of 
his hands, and bis fubftance increafed every 
day. Indeed, even with this fecurity, riches 
to him who hath neither child nor brother, as the 
wife man obferves, intead-of acomfort, prove 
fometimes a fore travel and vexation. he 
mind of man is not always fatisfied with the 
reafonable affurance of its own enjoyments, 
but will look forwards, and if it difcovers fome 
imaginary void, the want of fome beloved ob- 
ject to fill his place after him, will often dif- 
quiet itfelf in vain, and fay—‘* For whom do 
Lhabour, and bereave myfelf of reft ?”’ 

This bar to his happinefs Gop had likewife 

; taken 
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taken away, in blefitng him with a numerous * 

_ offspring of fons and daughters, the apparent 
inheritors of all his prefent happinefs--Pleafing 
refle@tion! to think the blefiings Gop has in- 
dulged one’s felf in, fhall be handed and con- 
tinued down to a man’s own feed: how little 
does this differ from a fecond enjoyment of 
them, to an affeétionate parent? who natural- 
ly looks forward with as {trong an intereft upon 
his children, as if: he was to live over again in 
his own pofterity. 

What could be wanting to finith fuch a pic- 
ture of a happy man!—Surely nothing except 
a. virtuous, difpofition to. give a relifh to thefe 
bleffings, and direct him to make a proper ufe 
of them.—He had that too, for he was a perfect 
and upright man, .one that feared. Gop and ef- 
chewed evil. ‘ 

Inthe midft of all this profperity, whichwas 
as great as could well fall'to the fhare of one 
man ; whilfallthe world looked gay, and 
{miled upon him, and every thing round hem 
feemed to promife, if pofhble, an encreafe of 
happinefs, in one inftant ail is changed into - 
forrow and utter-defpair._— 

It pleafes, Gop, for wife purpofes, to blaft the 
fortanes of bis houfe, and cut off the hopes of 
bis pofterity, end in one mournful day, to bring 
this great prince fromhis palace down to the 
dungbill. His flocks and herds, in whichcon- 
fitted the abundance of. his wealth, were part 
confamed by a fire from heaven, the remainder 
taken away by the fword of the enemy: his fons 
and daughters, whom ’tis natural to imagine fo 
good a man had fo. brought up ina fenfe of 
their duty, as to give himall reafonable hopes 
of much joy and pleafure.in. their future live; 
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--natural profpe& fora parent to look forwards 
at, to recompenfe him for the many cares and 
“anxieties which their aitaniey had coft him! 
thefe dear pledges of his future happinefs were 
all, all fnatched from him at one EES juft at 
the time that one mightimagine they were be- 
gisning to be the comfort and delight of his 
old age, which moft wanted fuch ftaves to lean 
on: — and as circumftances add to an evil, fo 
they did to this;—for it fell out not only by a 
very calamitous accident, which was grievous 
enough in itfelf, bnt likewife upon the back of 
his other misfortunes, when he wasill prepared 
to bear fuch a fhock; and whatwould ftill add 
to it, it happened at an hour when he had leaft 
reaion to. expe it, when he would naturally 
‘think bis children fecure and out of the way 
of danger. * For whilft they were feafting 
and imaking merry intheir cldeft brother's houfe 
a great wind out of the wilderne({s fmote, the 
fourcernersofthe houfe, anditfell uponthem.”’ 
Such acoacurrence of misfortunes are not 
the common lot of many: and yet there are 
inftances of fume who have undergone as 
fevere trials, and bravely ftrugeled under 
them; perhaps by natural force of fpirits, the 
advantages of health, and the cordial affiftance 
of a friend. And with thefe helps, what may 
nota tan fuftain ?--But this was not Job’s cafe ; 
for fcarce had thefe evils fallen upon him, 
when he: was net only borne down with a 
grievous diflemper, which affi@ed him from 
the crown of lis head to the fole of his foot, 
buthkewife his three friends, in whofe kind cow- 
folations he might have found a medicine, even 
the wife of his bofom, whofe duty it was, with 
a gentle hand, to have foftened all his forrows, 


inftead 
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Aattead of doing this, they cruelly infulted and 
became the reproachers of - his integrity. Ov 
Gon! what is man when thou thus bruifett 
him, and makeft his burden heavier as his 
ftrength grows lefs :—--Who, that had found 
himfelf thus an example of the many chances 
and changes of this mortal life ;--when he conti 
dered himfelf now ftripped and leftdeftitute of 
fo many valuable bleiiings which the moment 
before thy providence had poured upon. his. 
head ;--when he retle&tcd upon thisgay delight. 
fome ftructure, in anpearance fo itrongly built, 
fo plealingly turrounded with every thiagthat 
could Hatter his hopes and withes, andbeheld it. 
all levelled with the ground in one moment, 
atid the whole profpect vanith with it like the 
defcription of an enchantment ;—who, I fay, 
that had feen and felt the thock of fo fudden a 
revolution, would. not have been furnithed. 
with juft and beautiful reflections upon the oc- 
cafion.? and faid with Job in the words of the. 
text, -* That man that is born of a woman, is 
of fewdavs, and fullof mifery ;--that he com- 
eth forth like a flower, and. 1s cut down ; he- 
fleeth.alfo as a.fhadow, and continueth not.” 
The words of the text are an epitome of the. 
natural and. moral vanity of man, and contain 
two dittingt. declarations concerning his ftate 
and condition in each refpect. 
Pirft, that he isa creature of few days; and 
fecondly, that thofe days are full of trouble. 
I fhall make fome reflections upon each of 
thefe in their order, and conclude with a prac- 
tical leffon upon the whole. 
And, firft, that"he is of few days. The 
comparifon which Job makesufeof, Thatman 
cometh forth like a flower, is extremely beau- 
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tiful, and more to the purpofe than the moft. 
elaborate proof; which, in truth, the fubjett 
will not eahily admit of ;—the fhortnefs of life 
being a point fo generally complained of 1m 
all ages fince the flood, and fo univerfally felt 
and acknowledged by the whole { ecics, as to 
require no evidence beyond a fim litude.; the 
intentof which is not fo much to prove the 
taét, as to illuftrate and place it in fuch alight 
as to trike us, and bring the impreflion home 
to ourfelves in a more afteCting manner. 

Man comes forth, fays Job, like a flower, 

and is cut down ; he is fent into the world the. 
faireft and nobleft part of Gon’s works,——— 
fafhioned after the image of his Creator, with 
refpect to reafon-and the great faculties of the 
mind ; he cometh forth glorious as the flower 
of the field; asit furpatfes the ve retable world 
in beauty, fo does he the sativa orl in the 
glory and excellency of his nature. 
_ Lhe one—if no untimely accident opprefs 
it, foon arrives at the full period of its perfec- 
tion,--is fuffered to triumph fora few moments, 
and is plucked up by the roots in the very pride 
and gayeft flage of its being ;--orif it happens to 
efcape the hands of violence, in a few days it 
neceilarily fickens of itfelf, and dies away. 

Man likewife, though his progrefs is flower, 
and his duration fomething Jonger, yet the pe+ 
riods of hisdeclenfion and growthare nearly the 
fume, both in the nature and manner of them. 

tf he efcapes the dangers which threaten his 
tenderer years, he is foon gotinto the full ma- 
turity and ftrength of life ; and if he is fo for- 
ruaate as notte be hurried out of it then by 
accicents, by his own folly and intemperance 
—if he efcapes thefey he naturally decays of 

himfelf; 
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~-a period comes faft upon him, beyond which 
he was not made to laft.--Like a flower or ruit 
which may be plucked up by force before the 
time of their maturity, yet cannot be made 
to. outgrow the period when thay are to fade 
and drop of themtelves; when that comes, the 
hand of nature then plucks them both off, and 
ne art of the botanift can uphold the one, or ’~ 
fkill of the phyfician preferve the other, be- 
yond the periodsto which their original frames” 
and conftitutions were made to extend. A3 
Gop has appointed and determined the feveral 
growths and decays of the vegetabl: race, fo 
he feems as evidently to have preicribed the 
fame laws to man, as well as all living crea- 
tures, in the firft rudiments of which, there 
are contained the fpecific powers of their growth, 
duration and cxtin@tion; and when the evo- 
lutions of thofe animal powers are exhaufted 
and run down, the creature expires and dies 
of itfelf, as ripe frnit falls from the tree, or a 
flower preferved beyond its bloom, drops and 

perithes upon the ftalk. 
Thus much for, this coniparifon ef Job’s, 
which, though it is very political, yet conveys 
a juft idea of thething referred to. ee That 
he fleeth alfo asa fthadow and cantinueth not,”’ 
—is no lefs. a faithful and fine reprefentation 
of the fhortnefs and vanity of human life, of 
which one cannot give a better explanation, 
than by referring to the original, from whence 
the picture was taken.—— W4th how quick a 
fuccefion do days, months and years pats over 
our heads ?—how truly like a fhadow that de- 
parteth do they flec away infentibly, and fcarce 
leave animpreffion with us?—when we endéa- 
your to callthem back by reflection, and con- 
fider 
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fider ia what mannerthey have gone, how un- 
able ace the beit of us to givea tolerable ac- 
count ¢—and were it notfor fome oy the more 
remarkable ftages which have diftingurihed a 
few periods of this rapid progrefs—--we fhould 
look back upon it all as Nebuchadnezzar did 
upon his dream when he awoke in the morn- 
ing ;---he was fenfible many things bad pailed, 
and troubled him too; but had pailed on fo 
quickly, they had left no footiteps behind, by 
which he could be enabled to trace them back. 
’ ——Melancholy account of the life of man! 
which generally runs. on in fuch a manner, as 
{carce to allow time to make refleCtions. which 
way it hasgone. 

How many of our firft years flide by in the 
innocent fports of childhood, in which we are 
not able to make refle€tions upon thenr? 
how many more thoughtlefs years efcape us in 
euryouth, when we are unwilling to do it, and 
seal eager inthe purfuit ofpleafureas to have 
no time toipare, toftop andconfiderthem ? 

When graver and riper years come on, and 
we begin to thinkit time to reform and fet up 
tor men of ienfe and condué&, then the buii- 
nels and perplexing interefts of this world, and 
the endleis plotting and contriving how to make 
the moit ofits do f wholly employ tis, that we 
are too bufy to make refle&ions upon fo un- 
proitable a fubje&.---As families and children 
increaie, fo do our affections, and with them 
are multiplied owr cares and toils for their pre- 
fervation and eftablifhment :—all which take 
up our tuoughts fo clofely, and poitefsthem 
fo long, that we are often overtaken by grey 
hairs before we fee them, or have found leiiure 
to cuutider huw far we were got, what we 

have 
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have been: doing,—and for what purpete Gop 
fent.usinto the world. As man may juttly be 
faid to be-of few days, confidered with reipect 
to this hafty fucceflion of things, which foon 
carries him into the decline ot his life, fo may 
he likewife be faid to flee like a fhadow and 
continue not, when his duration is compared 
with other parts of Gop’s works, and even the 
works of . his own hands, which outlaft him 
many generations3--whilfl, as Homer obferves, 
like leaves, ome generation drops, and another 
{prings up to fall again and be forgotten. 

But when we furtherconfider his days in the 
light in which we ought chiefly to view 
them, as they appear inthy fight, O Gop? with 
whom a thoufand years are but as yefterday ; 
when we refle& that this hand-breadth of life 
is all that is meafured out to usfrom that eter- 
nity for whichhe is created, how does hisfhort 
{pan vanifh to nothingin the comparifon! Tis 
true the greateft portion of time will do the 
fame when compared with what is to come ; 
and therefore fo fhort and tranfitory a one, as 
threefcore years and ten, beyond which all is 
deélared to be labour and forrow, may the ea- 
fier be allowed: and yet how uncertain are we 
of that portion fhortas it is? Do not ten thou- 
fand accidents break off the flender thread of 
human life, long before itcan be drawn out to 
that extent The new-born babe falls down 
an eafy préy, and moulders back again into 
duft, Tike a tender blofiom put forth in an un- 
timely hour. The hopeful youth in the very 

ride and beauty of his life is cut off, fome. 
“cruel diitemper or unthought of accident lays 
him proftrate upon the earth, to purfue. Job’s 
comparifor, like a blooming flower fmit and 
fhrivelleg 
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fhrivelled up with a malignant blaft.—In this 
ftage of life chances multiply upon us, the 
feeds of diforder are fown by intemperance or 
negle&,—infectious diftempers are more eafily 
contracted, when contrated they rage with 
greater violence, and the fuccefs in many cafes 
is more doubtful, infomuchthat they who haye 
exercifed themfelves in compenfations of this 
kind tell us, ‘* That one half, of..the whole 
{pecies which are born into the world, go out 
of it again, andare all dead in fo fhort a fpace 
as the firft feventeen years.”’ : 

Thefe refle&tions may be fufficient to illuf- 
trate the firft part of Job’s declaration, ‘* That 
man is of few days.”’ Letus examine the truth 
of the other, and fee, whether he is not like- 
wife full of trouble. 

And here we muft not take our account from 
the flattering outfide of things, which are ge- 
nerally fet off with a glittering appearance 
enough, efpecially in what is called higher life. 
—Nor can we fafely truft the evidence of fome 
of the more merry and thoughtlefs amongft us, 
who are fo fet upon the enjoyment of life, as 
feldom to refle&t upon the troubles of it ;—or 
who, perhaps, becaufe they are not yet come 
to this portion of their inheritance, imagine it 
is not their commonlot.—Nor, laitly, are we 
to form any idea of it, from the delufive ftaries 
of a few of the moft profperous paflengers, 
who have fortunately failed through and ef- 
caped the rougher toils and diftreffes. But we 
are to take our account froma clofe furvey 
of human life, and the real face of things, 
fiript of every thing that can palliate or gild it 
over. We muft hear the general complaint of 
all ages, and read the hiftories of mankind? If 

a WES 


eR OR MIO M159 


we look into them, and examine them to the 
bottom, what do they contain but the hiftory 
of fad and uncomfortable patlages, which a 
good-natured man cannot read but with oppref- 
fion of fpirits.-—-Confider the dreadful fuc- 
ceflion of wars in one part or other of the 
earth, perpetuated from one century to another 
with fo little intermiffion, that mankind have 
featce had time to breathe upon them, fince 
ambition firft came into the world ; confider 
the horrid efteéts ‘of them in all thofe barba- 
ous devaftations we read. of, where whole nati- 
rons have been put to the fword, or have been 
driven out to nakednefs and famine to make 
room for new-comers.—Confider how great a 
part of our fpecics in allages down to this, have 
been trod under the feet of cruel and caprici- 
ous tyrants, who would neither hear their cries, 
“nor pity theit diftre(ies.Confider flavery,—— 
what it is, how bitter a draught, and how 
many millions have been made to drink of it; 
which, if it can potfon all earthly happinefs 
when exertifed barely upon our bodies, what 
mutt it be, when it comprehends both the fla 
very of body and mind “+— To coticeive 
this, look into the hiftory of the Romifh church 
and her tyrants, (or rather executioners, ) who 
feem to have taken pleafure in the pangs arid 
convulfions of their fellow-creatutes.— Exa- 
mine the inguifition, — hear the melancholy 
notes founded im every cell.—-Confider the an-. 
guifh of mock trials, and the exquifite tortures 


confequent thereupon, mereilefsly inflicted 
upon the unfortunate, where the racked and 
weary foul has fo often wifhed to take itsleave, 
but cruelly rot fuffered to depa rt.—-Confidér 
how thany of thefe helplets wretches caer et 
aale 
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haled from thence in all periods of this tyran- 
nie ufurpation, to undergo the maffacres and 
flames to which a falfe and a bloody religion 
has condemned them. 

If this fad hiftory and detail_of the more 
public caufes of the miferies of man are not 
dufficient»let us behold him in. another light, 
with refpeét to the more plivate caufes ofthem, 
and fee whether he is not full of trouble like- 
wife there, and alniof bora to it naturally as 
the {parks fly upwards. If we confidér man as 
acreature full of wants and neceflities (Wwhe- 
ther real or imaginary) which he is notable to 
fupply of himfelf, what a train of difappoint- 
ments, vexations and dependencies are’ to be 
feeu, iffuing from thence to perplex and make 
his being uneafy ?—--How many juftlings and 
hard itruggles do we undergo, in making our 
way in the world? How barbaroufly held 
back ?—How often and. bafely overthrown, in 
aiming only at getting bread ?—How many of 
us never attain it at leaft not comfortably, 
——but from various and unknown caufes— 
eat it all their lives long in bitternefs ? 

If we fhitt the fcene, and look upwards, to- 
wards thofe whofe fituation in life feems to place 
them above the forrows of this kind, yet where 
are they exempt from others? Do not all ranks 
and conditions of men meet with fad accidents, 
and numberlefs calamities in other refpeéts, 
which often make them go heavily. all. their 
lives long ? " 

How many fall into chronical infirmities, 
which render both their days and nights reft- 
lefs and infupportable ’—How many. of the 
highe& rank are tore up with: ambition, or 
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foured with difappointments ; and how many 
more, from athoufand fecret caufes of difquiet, 
pine away in filence, and owe their deaths to 
forrow and dejeétion of heart ;—If we caft our 
eyes upon the loweft clafs and condition of life, 
—the {cene is more melancholy fill. —Milli- 
ons of our fellow-creatures, born to no inhe- 
ritance but poverty and trouble, forced by the 
neceffity of their lots to drudgery and painful 
employments, and hard fet with that too, to 
get enough to keep themfelves and families 
alive.—So that, upon the whole when we have 
examined the true ftate and condition of hu- 
man life, and have made foie allowances for 
a few fugacious, deceitful pleatures, there is 
{carce any thing to be found which contradifts 
Job’s defcription of it. W hich ever way we 
jook abroad, we fee fome legible characters of 
what Gop firft denounced againft us, ‘* That 
in forrow we fhould eat our bread, till we re- 
turn to the ground, from whence we were 
taken.”’* 

But fome one willfay, Why are we thus to 
be put out of love with human life; To what 
purpofe is it to expofe the dark fides of it to 
us, or enlarge upon the infirmisies which are 
natural, and confequently out of.our power 
to redrefs? © 

L anfwer, that the fubje& is nevertheless of 
great importance, fince it is neceflary every 
creature {hould underitand his prefent ftate and 
condition, to put him in mind of behaving 
fuitably to it—Does not an impartial furvey 
of man—the holding up this glais to fhew him 


*N_B. Moft of thefe refleftions npon the miferics 
of life are taken from Woollatton. — 
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his defe&ts and natural infirmities, naturally 
tend to cure his pride, and cloath him with 
humility, which is a drefs that beft becomes a 
fhort-lived and a wretched creature ?—Dots 
not the confideration of the fhortnefs of our 
life, convince us of the wifdom of dedicating 
fo fmall a portion to the great purpofes of 
eternity? 

Laftly, When we refle& that this fpan of 
life, fhort as it.is, is chequered with fo many 
troubles, that there is nothing in this -world 
fprings up, orcan be enjoyed. without a mix- 
ture of forrow, how infenfibly does it incline 
us to turn our eyes and affections: from fo 
gloomy a profpeé, and fix them upon that 
happier country, where affli@tions cannot fol- 
low us, and where Gop will Wipe away all 
tears from off our faces, for ever and eéyer? 
Amen. 
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If any man among you feem to be religious, and 
bridleth not his tongue, but deceiveth his owy 
heart, that man’s religion is vain. 


F the many duties owing both to Gon and 
. our neighbour, there are fearce any men 
fo bad, as not to acquit themfelves of fome, 
and few fo good, I fear, as to pradtife all. 
Every man feemswilling enough to compound 
the matter, and adopt fo much of the fyftem, 
as will leaft interfere with his principal and 
ruling paffion ; and for thofe parts, which would 
occafion a more troublefome Oppofition, to 
confider them as hard fayings, and fo leave 
them for thofe to pra&tife whofe natural tem- 
pers are better fuited for the ftruggle. So that 
aman fhall be covetous, oppreffive, revenge- 
ful, neither a lover of truth, corcommon ho- 
nefty, and yct, at the fame time, fhall be very 
religious, and fo fanétified, as Not once to fail 
of paying his morning and evening facrifice to 
Gop. So, ontheother hand. aman fhall live 
vithout Gop in the world, have neither any 
reat fenfe of religion, or indeed pretend to 
lave any, ‘and yet be of the niceft honour, 
onfcientioufly juft and fair in all his dealings. 
ind here it is that men generally betray thems 
elves, deceiving, asthe apottle fays, their own 
earts; of which theinftances are fo varfous, in 
One 
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one degree or other throughout human life, 
that one mightfafely fay, the bulk of mankind 
live in fuch a contradiction to themfelves, that 
‘there is no charaéter fo hard to be met with as 
one which, upon a critical examination, will 
appear altogether uniform, and in every point 
confiftent with itfelf. “ 

If {uch acontraft was only obfervable in the 
different ftages of a man’s life, it would ceafe 
to be either a. matter of wonder, or a juft re- 
proach. Age, experience, and much reflection, 
may naturally enough be fuppofed to alter a 
man’s fenfe of things, and fo entirely to tranf- 
form him, that not only in outward appear- 
ances, but in the very cait and turn o his 
mind, he may be as unlike and different from 
the man he was twenty or thirty years ago, as 
he ever was from any thing of his own fpecies. 
This, Ifay, is naturally to be accounted for, 
and in fome cafes might be praifeworthy too: 
but the obfervation is to be made of men in the 
fame period of their lives, that in the fame 
day, fometimes in the very fame action, they 
are utterly inconfiftent and irreconcileable with 
themielves.—Look at a man in one light, and 
he fhall feem wife, penctrating, difcreet, and 
brave: behold.him in another point of view, 
and y ou fee a creature all over folly and indif- 
cretion, weak and timorous, 4s cowardice 
and indiferetion can make him. A man fhall 
appear gentle, courteous, and benevolent to 
all mankind; follow him into his own houfe, 
mav be you fee a tyrant, morofe and favage 
to all whofe happinefs depends upon his kind- 
nefs. A third, in his general behaviour, is 
found to be generous, difinterefted, humane 
and fritadly;—heaxr but the fad ftory of the 
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friendlefs orphans, too creduloufly trufting all 
their little {ubftance into his. hands, and he 
thall appear more fordid, more pitilefs and un- 
jot, *than the injured themfelves have bitter- 
nefs to paint him. Another fhall be charita- 
ble to the poor, uncharitable in his cenfures 
and opinions of all the reft of the world befide ; 
“—-temperate in his appetites, intemperate in 
his tongue; fhall have too much confcience 
and religion to cheat the man who trufts him, 
and perhaps, «as far as the bufinefs of debtor 
and creditor extends, fhall be juft and fcru- 
pulous to the uttermoft mite; yet in matters 
of fullas great concern, where he is to have 
the handling‘ of the parties reputation and good 
name,—the deareft, the tendereft property the 
man has, dhe will do him irreparable damage, 
and rob him there without meafure or pity. 

And this feems.to be that particular piece of 
inconfittency and contradi€tron which the text 
is levelled at;.in which the words feem fo 
pointed, asif St. James had known more fla+ 
grant inftances of this kind of dehifion than. 
what had falien under the obfervation of any 
of the reft of the apofiles; he being more re- 
markably vehement and copious upon that 
fubjye& than any other. 

Doubtlefs fore of bis converts had, been 
notorioutly wicked and licentious, in this re- 
morfelefs prattice of defamation and cvil-fpceak~ 
ing. Perhaps the holy man, tho’ fpotlefs as 
an-angel, (for no character is too facred for 
calumny to blacken) had grieyoufly fuffered 
himfeif, and, as his blefled Mafter foretold 
him, had been cruelly reviled, andevil /poken of. 

All his labours in the gofpel, his unaffected 
and perpetual folicitude for the prefery rg. 
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his flock, his ‘watchings, his faftings, his po- 
verty, his natural fimplicity and innocence of 
life, a@// perhaps were not enough to defend him 
from this unruly weapon, fo full of deadly 
poifon. And what in all likelihood might 
move his forrow and indignation-more, fome 
who feemed the moftdevout and zealous of all 
his converts, were the moft mercilefs and un- 
charitable in that refpe@&; having a form of 
godlinefs, full of bitter envyings and {trife. 
With fuch it is that he expoftulates fo largely 
in the third chapter of his epiftle; and there is 
fomething in his vivacity, tempered with fuch 
affe&tion and concern, as well fuited the cha- 
raéterof aninfpired man. My brethren, fays 
the apoftle, thefe things ought not to be.—. 
The wifdom that is from aboveis pure, peace- 
able, gentle, full of mercy, without partiality, 
without hypocrify. The wifdom from above 
—that heavenly religion which I have preach- 
ed to you, is pute, alike and confiftent with 
itfelf in all its parts; like its greatauthor, ’tis 
univerfally kind and benevolent in all cafes 
and circumftances. Its firft glad tidings were 
_ peace upon earth, good will towards men ; its 
chief corner ftone, its moft diftinguifhing cha- 
racter is luve, thatkind principle which brought 
it down, in the pure exercife of which confifts 
the chief enjoyment of heaven from whence 
it came. But this praétice, my brethren, 
cometh not from above, but is earthly, fen- 
fual, devilifh, full of confution and every evil 
work. Refleét then a moment; can a foun- 
tain fend forth, at the fame place, fweet wa- 
ter and bitter # can the fig tree, my brethren, 
bear olive berries, either a vine, figs? Lay 
your hands upon your hearts, and let your 
° con{ciences 
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confciences fpeak.--Ought not the fame jut 
principle which reftrains you from cruelty and 
wrong in one cafe, equally to with-hold you 
from it in another ?----Should not charity and 
good will, like the principle of life, circulating 
through the fmalleft veflels in every meinbers 
ought it not to operate as regularly upon you, 
throughout, as well upon your words, as upon 
your actions? 

If a man is wife and endued with knowledge, 
let him fhew it out of agocdconverfation, with 
meeknefs of wifdom. But--if any man amongtt 
you feemeth to be religious--~feemeth to be,— 
for truly religious he cannot be,--and bridleth 
not his tongue, but deceiveth his own heart, 
this man’s religion is yain. This is the full 
force of St. James’s reafoning ; upon which I 
have dwelt the more, it being the foundation 
upon which is grounded this clear decifion of 
the matter. left us in the text. In which the a- 
potile fees to have fet the twe charaéters of 2° 
faint and a flanderer at fuch variance, that one 
would have thought they could never have had 
a heart to have met together again. But there 
are no alliances too ftrange for this world. How’ 
many may we obferve every day, even of the 
gentler fex, as well as our own, who, without 
conviction of doing much wrong, in the midft 
of a full career of calumny and defamation, 
rife up punétual at the ftated hour of prayer, 
leave the cruel ftory half untodd till they re- 
turn, go, and kneel down hefore the throne 
of heaven, thank Gop that he had not made 
them like others, and that his Holy Spirit had 
enabled them to peiform the duties of the day, 
in fo Chriftian and confcientious a manner | 

This delufive itch for flander too cominon 
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in all ranks of people, whether to gratify a lits 
tle ungenerous refentment; whether oftnerout 
of a principle of levelling, from a narrownefs 
and poverty of foul, ever impatient of merit 
and fuperiority in others; whether a mean am- 
bition, or the infatiate buft of being witty, (a’ 
talentin which ill-nature and malice are no in- 
gredients) ; or laftly, whether from a natural 
cruelty of difpofition, abftra&ed from all views 
and contiderations of felf: to which ofie, or 
whether to all jointly, we are indebted for this 
contagious malady ; thus machis certain, from 
whatever iceds it fprings, the growth and pro- 
grefs of it are deftructive to, as they ate unbe- 
coming a civilized people. To pafsa hard and 
ill-natured refieCtion, upon an undetigning ac- 
tion; to invent, or, which is equally bad, to pro- 
pagate a vexatious feport without colour and 
grounds; to plunder an innocent man of his 
chara¢ter and good name, a jewel which per- 
haps he has ftarved himfelf to purchafe, and 
probably would hazard his life to fecure; to 
rob him at the fame time of his happinefs and 
peace of mind; perhaps his bread,—the bread, 
may be, of a virttious family; and allthis as 
Solomon fays of the madnian, who cattcth fire- 
brands, arrows, and death, andfaith, Am I not 
in fport? all this, out of warttonnefs, and oft- 
ener ftom. worfe motives; the whole complica- 
tion of badiefs, as requires no words of warmth 
of fancy to aggravate. Pride, treachery, envy, 
hypocrify, malice, cruelty and felf-love, may” 
have been faid, in one fhape or other, to have 
oceafioried all the frauds and mifchief that 
evet happened in the wotld: but the chances 
araintt a coincidence of them allin one perfon 
ar¢ romany, that one would have fuppoted the 
character 


\ 
S4h° KR MG Notre ry 
_charater of a common flanderer as rare and 
difficult a produétion in nature, as that of 4 
great genius, which feldom happens above oncé 
in an age. : 

But whatever was the cafe, when St. James 
wrote his epiftle, we have been very fuccefsful 
in latter days, and have found out the art, by 
a proper management of. light and fhade, to 
compound all thefe vices together, fo as to give 
body and ftrength to the whole, whilft no one 
but a difcerning artift is able to difcover the la 
bours that join in finifhing the pi@ture.---And 
indeed, like many other bad originals in the 
world,—it ftands tn need of all the difgwife it 
has.--F'or who could be enameured of a charac. 
ter, made up of fo loathfome a compounid,-~ 
could they behold it naked, in its crooked 
and deformed fhape,---with all its natural and > 
detefted infirmities laid open to public view? 

And therefore, it were to be'withed, that one 
could doin this malignant cafe’ of the mind,— 
what is generally done for the public good, in 
in the more malignant and epidemical cafes of 
the body,--that is,--when ‘they are found infec» 
tious,—to write ahiftory of the diftemper, 
and ‘afcertain all the fymptoms of the malady, 
fo that every one might know, whom he might 
venture to go newt, with tolerable fafety to 
himfelf.—But, alas! the fymptoms of this ap- 
pear in fo many ftrange and contradi&ory 
thapes, and vary fo wonderfully with the tem- 
per and habit of the patient, that they are not 
to’ be claffed,--or reduced to any one regular 
fyftem. : 7 

~ Ten thoufand are tlre vehicles in which this 
deadly poifon is prepared and conimunicated 
to the World ;—-and by fome artful hands; ’tis 
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done by fo fubtle and nice an infufion, that it is 
not to be tafted or difcovered but by its effects. 

How frequently is the honefty and integrity 
of a man difpofed off, by.afmile or a fhrug?= 
How. many good-and generous actions have 
been funk into oblivion by a diftruftful look,-- 
or ftamped with the imputation of proceeding 
trom bad motives, by a myfterious and feafon- 
able whifper? ; : oT 

‘Look into companies of thofe whofe géntle 
natures fhould difarni them,—we fhould ‘find 
no. bétter account. How large a portion of 

‘ @haftity is fent out of the world by diftant hints, 
—nodded away, and cruelly'winked into fufpi- 
tion, by the envy of thofe, who are paft all: 
~ temptation of it themfelves?—How often does 
the reputation of a helplefs creature bleed by a’ 
report—which the party, who isat the pains to 
, Peepegate it, beholds with nruch pity and fel- 
‘low-feeling, — that fhe is hertily forry for it,— 
‘hopesin Gop itis not true? however, as Arch+ 
“bifhop ‘Tillotfon wittily obferves upon it,’is re- 
folved in the mean-time, to give the report her 
pals, that at leaft it may have fair play to take 
‘its fortune in the worldj—to be believed or not, 
according to the charity of thofe, into whofe 
‘hands it-{hallhappen to fall? 

So fruitful is this vice in variety of expedi- 
ents, to fatiate as well as difguife itfelf. Butif 
thefe fmonther weapons cut fo fore, what 
iball we fay of open and unblufhing feandal— 
jubjeéted to no caution — tied down to no re- 
ftraintsf If the one, like an arrow fhotin the 
dark, doesneverthele{s fo much fecret miSchief, . 
—this, like the peftilence, which rageth at noon 
day, fweeps all beforeit, levelling without dif- 
‘tinétion on the good and the bad; athouland 

, fall 
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fall befide it, and ten thoufand on its right hands 
-—they fall, fo rent. and torn in this tender 
part of them, fo unmercifully burchered, as 
fometimes never to recover either the wounds, 
or the anguith of heart.--which they_have occa- 
fioned. 

But there is nothing fo bad which will not - 
admit of fomething to be faid in its defence. 

And here it may be afked,--Whether the in- 
conveniencies and ill effeéts- which the world 
feels,--from the licentiofunefs of this practice 
--are not fufficiently counterbalanced by the 
real influence it has ppon men’s lives andcom 
duét ?---That if there was no evil-{peaking in 
the world, thoufands will be encouraged to do 
ill, and would, ruth into many. indecorums, 
like a,horfeinto the battle, were they fure to 
efcape the tongues of men. 

That. if. we.take a general view of the world, 
—we {hall find, that a great deal of virtue,--at 
leaft of the outward appearance of it, is not fo 
much from any fixed principle, asthe terror of 
what the world will fay, and the liberty it wilk 
take upon: the occafions we {hall give. 

That if. we defcend to particulars, numbers 
are every day taking more pains to be well {pc--. 
ken of, than what would adtually enable them 
tolive.fo as to deferve it. 

‘Thatthere are many of both fexes who can 
fupport life well enough without honour ox 
chaftity, who, without reputation, (whichis but 
the op:nion which the world has of the matter), 
would hide their headsin {hame, and fink down 
in utter defpair of happinefs.. No doubt the 
tongue 1s a weapon which does chaftife many 
indecorums which the laws of men will not 
teach,— and keeps many inawe, whom contci- - 
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ence will not, and where the cafe is indifputa~ 
bly flagrant, the fpeaking of it in fuch words 
as it deferves, fcarce comes within the prohibi- 
tion.—In many cafes ’tis hard to exprefs our- 
felves fo as to fix a diftintion betwixt oppofite 
characters,—and fometimes it may be as much 
a debt we owe to virtue, and as greata pitce 
of juftice to expofe a vicious charaéter, and 
paint it inits proper colours, as it isto fpeak 
well of the deferving, and deferibe his particu- 
lar virtues. And indeed, when we infli& this 
punifhment wpon the bad, merely out of prin- 
tiple, and without indulgences to any private 
paffion of our own,—’tis.a cafe which happens 
fo feldom, that one might venture to except it. 
However, to thofe, who in this objection are 
really concerned for the fake of virtue, EF can- 
nothelp recommending what would much more 
effectually ferve her intereft, and be a furer to- 
ken of their zeal and attachment to her. And 
that is, in all fuch plain inftances, where it 
feems to be duty to fix a diftinGion betwixt the 
good and the bad,—and let their ations fpeak 
it inftead of their words or at leaft to let them 
both fpeak one language. Weallof us talk fo 
loud againft vicious characters, and are fo una- 
nimous in our cry againft them,-- that an unex- 
perienced man, who only trufted his ears, 
would imagine the whole world was in an up- 
roar about it, and that mankind were all affo- 
eiating together, to hunt vice utterly out of the 
world. Shift the fcenc,---and let him behold 
the reception which vice meets with,--he will 
fee the condué& and behaviour of the world to- 
wards it fo oppofite to their declarations,—he 
will find all he heard fo contradiéted by what 
he faw,--as to leave him in doubt, which of his 
fenfes 
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enfes he is to truft, ——or in which of the two 
cafes mankind were really in earneft, Was there 
virtue enough in the world to make a general 
ftand againit this contradiction, ---that is---was 
every one who deferved to be ill fpoken of--- 
fure to be ill looked on--too;' was it a certain 
confequence of the lofs of a man’s charaéter, 
—to lofe his friends,--to lofe the advantages of 
his birth and fortune,-—~and thenceforth be uni- 
verfally fhunned, univerially flighted 
_ Was noquality a fhelter againft the indeco- 
rums of the other fex, but was every woman: 
without diftin@tion,--who had juftly forfeited 
her reputation,-- from that moment was fhe 
fure to forfeit likewife all claim to civility and 
ref{pedt. 

Or, in a word, --- could it be eftablifhed as a 
law in our ceremonial,--that where-ever cha- 
racters in either were become notorious, it 
fhould be deemed infamous, either to pay or 
receive a vifit from them, and that the door 
fhould be fhut againit them in all public pla- 
ces, till they had fatisfied the world, by giving 
teftimony of a better life-- Afew fuch plain and 
honeft maxims, faithfully putin practice, 
would force us upon fome degree of reformati- 
on. Jill thisisdone, itavails little that we have 
ho mercy upon them with our tongues, fince~ 
they efcape without feeling any other inconve- 
nience. 

— We all cry out thatthe worldis corrupt, 
and | fear too juitly;--but we never refiect, 
what we have to thank forit, and that it isour-- 
open countenance of vice, which gives the lye 
to our private cenfurérs of it, which is its chief 
protection andencouragement. Yo thofe,how- 
eyersvho ftill believe, that evil-fpeaking is fone 
| ee terror 
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Terror to evil doers, one may anfwer, asagreat 
mian has done upon the occafion,---that after 
all our exhortations againft it, ’tis not to be 
feared, but there wilk be evil-{peaking enough 
left in the world to chattife the guilty, and we 
may fafely truft them to an ill-natured world, 
that there will be no failure of juftice upon this 
fcore. ‘The paffions of men are pretty fevere 
executioners, and to them let us leave this un- 
grateful tafk,—and rather ourfelves endeavour 
to cultivate that more friendly one, recom- 
mended by the apoftle, of letting allbitter- 
nefs, and wrath, and'clamour, and evil-{peak- 
ing, be put away from us, of being kind ta 
one another, — tender hearted, forgiving one 
another, even as.Gon for Curist’s fake for~ 
have us, Amen, 
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And when Fafeph’s brethren faw that their father: 
was dead, they faid, fofeph will peradventure 
hateus, and will certaimly requite us- all. the evs 
which we did unto himi-- 


PAHERE are few inftances of the: exercifé 
__ of particular virtues. which feem harder 
toattain to, or which appearmore amiable and 
engaging in themfelves, than thoife of mode- 
ration and. the forgivenefs of injuries; and 
when the temptations -againit them happen to 
be heightened by the bitternef{s ‘of a provo- 
cation on one hand, and. the fairnefs of an 
opportunity to retaliate on the other, the in- 
ftances then are truly great and heroic. The 
' words of the text, (which are the confultation 
of the fons of Jacob amongit.themfelves upon 
their father Ifracl’s death, when, becaufé it 
was in Jofeph’s power to revenge the deadly 
injury they had formerly done him, they con- 
cluded in courfe,.that it was in-his intention,) 
, will 
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will lead us to a beautiful example of this.kind 
in the chara@ter and behaviour of Jofeph con- 
fequent thereupon ; and as it feems a perfect 
and very engaging pattern of forbearance, it 
may not be improper to make it ferve for the 
groundwork of a difcourfe upon that fubjec. 
"The whole tranfaction, from the firft occafion 
given by Jofeph in his youth, to this laft a& 
of remiffion, at the conclufion of his life, may 
be faid to be a mafter- piece of hiftory. ‘There 
is not only in the manner throughout fuch a 
happy though uncommon mixture of fimpli- 
city and grandeur, whichis a double character 
fo hard to be united, that it is feldom to be 
met within compofitions merely human ; but 
it is likewife related with the greateft variety 
of tender and affeéting circumitances, which 
would afford matter for refleGions ufeful for 
the condu& of almoft every part and ftage of 
man’s life- But as the words of the text, as 
well as the intention.and compafs of this dif- 
courfe, particularly confine me to {peak only 
to one point, namely, the forgivencis of inju- 
ries, it will be proper only to confider, fuch 
circumitances of the ftory as will place this in~ 
itance of it in its juft light ; and then proceed 
to make a more general ufe of the great ex- 
ample of moderation and forbearance which 
it fets before us. 

it fecms ttrange, at firt fight, that after the 
fons of Jacob had fallen into Jofeph’s power, 
when they were forced by the forenefs of the 
famine togo down into Egypt to buy corn, and 
}.ad found him too good a man even to expof- 
tulate with them foraninjury, which hefeem- 
ed then to have digefted, and pioufly to have 
sefolyed into the over-ruling providence of 
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Gop for the prefervation of much people, how: 
they could ever after queftion the uprightnefs 
of. his intentions,.cr entertain the leatt fufpi-: 
cion: that. his reconciliation was. diffembled.: 
Would not one have imagined, that the man 
who jiad difcovered fuch a goodnets of foul, 
that hefought where to weep, becaufe he could 
not bear the ftruggles.of a counterfeited harfh- 
nefs, could ever be fufpeQed afterwards of in-~ 
tending a real one! and that he only wait- 
edtill their father Ifrael’s death to requite them 
all the evil which they. had done unto him. 
What ftill adds to this difficulty is, that his af- 
fe€tionate manner in making himfelf known 
to them ;—his goodnefs in forbearing, not only 
to reproach them for the injury they had for- 
merly done him, but extenuating and excuf- 
ing the fault to themfelves, his comforting and 
{peaking kindly to them, and feconding. all, 
with the tendereft marks ofan undif{guifed for- 
giveneis, and falling upon their necks, and 
weeping aloud, that all the houfe of Pharoah 
heard him ; that, moreover, this behaviour 
of Jofeph could not appear to them to be the 
effe& of any warm and iudden tranfport, which 
might as fuddenly give way to other reflections, : 
but that it evidently {prung from a fettled 
principle of uncommon. generofity in his na- 
ture, which was above the temptation of: 
making ufe of an opportunity for revenge, 
which the courfe of Gon’s providence had put 
into his hands for better purpofes; and what 
wight ftill feem to eonfirm this, was the evi- 
dence of his aétions to them afterwards, in 
-bringing them and all their houthold up out of 
Canaan, and placing them near him in the 


land 
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land of Gofhen, the richeft part of Egypt. 

where they had fo many years experience of 

his love and kindnefs. And yet it is plain all 

this did not clear his motive from fufpicion, 

or at leaft themfelves of fome apprehenfions - 
of a change in his condu& towards them. And 

was it not that the whole tranfaction was wrote . 
under the direction of the Spirit of truth, and 

that other hiftorians concur in doing juftice to 

Jofeph’s chara&ter, and fpeak of him as acom- 

paffionate and merciful man,.one weuld be 

apt, you will fay, toimagine here, that Mofes 

might poflibly have omitted fome circumftances 

of Jofeph’s behaviour, which had alarmed his - 
brethren, betwixt the time of his firft.reconci- 

liation and that of their father’s death.—For 

they could not be fufpicious of his intentions 

=e fome caufe, and fear where ‘no fear 

was..——But does not a guilty confcience often 

do fo? and ‘though it has the grounds, syet . 
wants the power to think itfelf fafe. 

And could we look into the hearts of thofe’ 
who know they deferve ill, we fhould find ma- 
ny an inftance, where a kindnefs from an in- 
Jured hand, where there was leaft reafon to 
expeét one, has ftruck deeper, and touched 
the heart with a degree of remorfe and con- - 
cern, which perhaps no feverity or refentment 
could have reached. This refleGion will; in 
fome meafure help to explain this difficulty 
which occurs in the ftory. For itis obfervable, 
that when the injury they had done theirbro. 
ther was firit committed, and the fa& was freth 
upon their minds and moft likely to have filled 
them with a fenfe of guilt, we find no acknow- 
ledgment or complaint to one another of fuch 
a load, as one might imagine it had laid upon 

them; 
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them; and from that event, through a long 
éourfe of years to the time they had gone down: 
to Egypt, we read not once of any forrow or 
compunétion of heart which they had felt du- 
ring all that time, for what they had done. 
They had artfully impofed upon their parent-- 
(and as men are ingenuous cafuifts in their own 
affairs,) they had, probably, as artfully im- 
pofed upon their own confciences;—and pofli- 
bly had never impartially reflected upon the 
aétion, or confidered itin its juft light, ull the 
many acts of their brother’s love and kindnefs 
had brevght it before them, with all the cir=- 
cumftances of aggravation which hisbehaviour ~ 
would naturally give it. —— They then began. 
maturely to confider what they had done; 
that they had firft undefervedly. hated him in 
iis childhood forthat, which,. if itwasa ground 
of complaint, ought rather to have been charged 
upon the indifcretion of the parent, thancon- 
Gdered as a fault in him.) “That: upon a more 
juft examination, and a better knowledge of 
their brother, they:had wanted even that pre= 
tence,--lt was not a blind partiality which: : 
feeined firt to have direéted their father’s af- 
feétion to him,—though then they thought fo, .. 
_-for doubtlefs fo. much goodnefs and benevo- 
lence as fhone forth in his nature, now thathe - 
was a man, could not lie all of it fo deep con- 
cealed in his: youth, but the fagacity of a-pa-- 
rent’s eye would difeoverit; and thatin courfe: 
their enmity towards him was founded upon” 
that which ought to have won their efteem.— 
That if he hadincautioufly added envy to their 
ill-will, in reporting his dreams which prefaged 
"his future greatnefs; it was but the indifcreti--. 
on of a-youth unpracifed in the world, who: 


had: 
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had not yetfound out the art of diflembling his 
hopes and expetations, and was fcarce arrived 
at an age to comprehend there was fucha thing 
in the world asenvyandambition: thatif fuch 
offences ina brother fo fairly carried their own 
excufes with them, what could they fay for . 
themfelves, when they confidered it was for this . 
they had almoft unanimoufly confpired to rob 
him of his life?—and though they were happi- 
ly reftrained from fhedding his blood upon Reu- . 
ben’s remonftrance, that they had neverthelefs . 
all the guilt of the intention to ‘anfwer for... 
That, whatever motive it. was, which then, 
ftayed their hands, theirconfciencestold them,. | 
it could not bea good one, fince they had | 
changed the fentence for one no lefs cruel in 
itfelf, and what. to an ingenious nature was - 
worfe than death, to be foldfora flave.—The, . 
one was common to all,—the other only tothe. 
unfortunate, That it was not compaflion which 
then took place, for had there been any.way 
open tothat, his tearsand entreaties muft have 
found it, when they faw the anguifh of his 
foul, when he befought and they would. not 
hear. That if aught ftill could heighten the 
remorfe of banifhing a youth, without provo- 
cation, for everfrom hiscountry, and the pro-, 
tection of his parent, to be expofed naked to 
the buffetings of the world, and the rough hand 
of fome mercilefs mafter, they would find itin 
this reflection, ‘* Thatthe many afflictions and 
hardfhips which they might naturally have ex- 
pected would overtake the lad, confequent 
upon this action, had aétually fallen upon him.’” 
That befides the anguith of fufpected virtue, 


he had felt that of a prifon, where he had long 
lain 
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tain negleéted in a friendlefs condition ; and 
where the affli€tion of, it was rendered {till 
fharper by the daily expe€tation of being re- 
membered’ by Pharoah’s chief butler, and the: 
difappointment of finding himfelf ungratefully 
forgotten. And though Motes tells us, that 
Ire found favour in the fight of the keeper of 
the prifen,. yet the Pfalmift acquaints us, that 
his fufferings were ftill griveous ;- That his 
feet were Hurt with fitters, and the iron entered 
even into his foul. And no doubt, his brethren 
thought the fenfe of their _-intury mutt have 
entered at tlie fame time, and was then riyet- 

ted and fixedin his mind for ever. ees 
It is natural to imagine they argued and rez 
fle&ed ih this manner ; and there feems no ne- 
ceflity of fecking for the reafon of their. unea- 
finefs and diftruft in Jofeph’s conduct, or any 
other external caufe, fince the inward workings 
of their own minds will -eafily account-for the 
evil they apprehended.——A feries of bencfits 
and kindneffes from. the man they had injured, 
gradually heightening the idea of their own 
euilt, till at length they could not conceive, 
how the trefpats could be forgiven them -—it 
appeared with fuch freth circumftances of ag- 
gravation,. that though they were convinced 
his refentment flept, yet they thought it only 
flept, and was likely fome time or other to 
awake; and moft probably then, that their fa- 
their was dead, when the confideration of in- 
volving him in his revenge had ceafed, and all 
the duty of compaffion he owed to the grey 
hairs and happinefs of a parent was difcharged 
and buried with hmm. 
This, 
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This they exprefs in the confultation held 
amongft themfelves in the words of the text ; 
and in the tollowing verfe, we find them ac. 
cordingly fending to him to deprecate the evil 
they dreaded ; andeither, becaufe they thought 
their father’s name more powerful than their 
own, in this application—or rather, that they 
might not commita freth injury in feeming to 
fufpe& his fincerity, they pretend their father’s 
direction ; for we read they fent meffengers 
unto Jofeph faying, Thy father did command 
before he died, faying,—fo {hall ye fay unto 
Jofeph,—* Forgive, I pray thee now, the tref- 
pafs of thy brethren, and their fin, for they 
did unto thee evil: and now we ray thee, 
forgive the trefpafs of the fervants of the Gop 
of thy father.”” The addsefs was not without 
art, and was conceived in fuch words as feemed 
to fugeeft an argument in their favour,—as if 
it would not become him, who. was but a fel- 
low-fervant of their father’s Gop, to harbour 
revenge, or ufc the power their father’s Gop 
had given him againft his-children.. Nor Was 
there a reafon in any thing, but the fears of a 
guilty confeience to apprehend it, as appears 
from the reception which the addrefs met, 
Which was fuch as befpoke an uncommon good- 
nefs of nature ; for whenthey thus fpake unto 
him,—the hiftorian favs, he wept. Sympathy 
for the forrow and diftrefs of fo many fons of 
his father, now all in his power, pain at fo 
open and ingenuousa confeffion of their guilt 
concern and pity for the long punifhment 
they muft have endured by fo oie bia, a re- 
morfe which fo many years feemed not to have 
diminifhed,—the affecting idea of their condi- 
tion, which had feemed to reduce them to the 
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neceflity of holding up their hands for mercy 
when they had loft their proteétor—fo many 
tender paffions ftruggling together at once 
overcame ‘him ;—he burit into tears, which 
fpoke whatno language could attempt, It will 
be needlefs therefore to enlarge any further 
upon this incident, which furnithes us with fo 
beautifula picture of acompafiionate and for- 
giving temper, that I think no words can 
heighten it ;—but rather: let us endeavour to 
ind out by what helps and reafonings the pa- 
triarch might be fuppofed to attain to fo exalt- 
ed and engaging a virtue. _ Perhaps you will 
fay, ‘* Thatone fo thoroughly convinced, as 
Jofeph feemed to be, of the over-ruling pro- 
vidence of Gop which fo evidently makes ufe 
of the malice and paffions of men, and turns 
them as inftruments in his’ hands to work his 
own righteoufnefs, and bring about his eternal 
decrees,—-and of which his own hiftory was fo. 
plain an inftance, could not have far to feck 
for an argument to forgivenels, or feel much 
ftrugele in flifing an inclination agatmft it.— 
But let any man lay his hand upon his heart 
and fay, how often, in inftances where anger 
and revenge had feized him, has this doétrine 
come in to. his aid ?-—In the bitterne{s of an 
affront, how often has it calmed his paffions, 
and checked the fury of his refentment '——- 
True and univerfally believed as the do@rine 
is amongft us, it feldom does, though fo well 
fuited for it, and like fome wife ftatute, never 
executed or thought of, though in full force, 

lies as unheeded as if it was not in being. — 
Tis plain ’twas otherwife in the prefent n- 
ftance, where Jofeph feemsto acknowledge the 
influence it had upon him, in his declaration, 
a that 
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—‘‘That it was not they, but Gop who fen* 
him.” And does not this virtue fhine the 
brighteftin fuch a pious. application of. the 
perfuafion to fo benevolent a purpofe ? ’ 

Without derogating from the merit of :his 
forbearance, he might be fuppofed.to have caft 
an eye upon the change and uncertainty of hu. 
man affairs which he had feen himfelf, and 
which had convinced him we were all in one 
another’s power by turns, and ftand in need 
of one another’s pity and, compaffion ;—and 
that to reitrain the cruelties,.and ftop the info- 
lénces of men’s refentment’s, Gop has {o.or- 
dered it in the courfe af his providence, that 
very often in this world —our revenges return 
pon our own heads, aad. men’s violent. deals 
ings upon their own pates.. 

That befides thefe connderations,-—that in 
generoufly forgiving anenem y, he was the trues} 
friend to his own “Character, and thould gai 
more to it by fuch.an inftance of fubduing his 
fpirit, than if hehadtaken a city. —The brave 
know only how to forgive ;—it is the meft re. 
fined and Senerous pitch of virtue, human nas 
ture can arrive at.--* Cowards have done good 
2nd kind actions,—cowards have even-fought 
—nay fometimeseven conquered ;—but acow.~ 
ard never forgave.—It is not in his nature ;— 
the power of doing it flows only froma ftrength 
and greatnefs of foul, confcious of its.own 
force aud fecurity, and above the little temp-~ 
tations of refenting every fruitlefs attempt to 
interrupt its happinefs, Moreover, fetting afide 
all confiderations, of, his character, in pafling 
by an injury, he was the trueft friend likewife 
to. his own happinefs and peace of mind; he 
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never felt that fretful ftorm of paffions which 
hurry men on to aéts of revenge, or fufféred 
thofe pangs of -horror which purfue it.—Thus 
he might poffibly argue, and no further ;—for 
want of a better foundation and better helps, 
he could raife the building no higher ;—to-car- 
ry it upwards to perfection we mutt call in'to 
our aid that more {piritual and refined doc- 
trine introduced by CuristT ; namely, to for- 
give.a brother, not only to feven times, but to 
leventy times feven--thatis, without limitation, 
In this the excellency of the gofpelis faid 
by fome one, to appear with a remarkable ad- 
vantage ; ‘* That a Chriftian is as much dif- 
poied to love and ferve you, when your enemy, 
as. the mere moral man can be, when he ig 
your friend.’’—This, no doubt, is the tenden: 
cy of his religion ;—but how often, orin wha 
degrees it fucceeds ;~-how nearly the praétif 
keeps peace withthe th¢ory, the All-wife fearche 
er into the hearts of men, alone, is able to des 
termine. But it isto be feared, that fuchgrea- 
effects are not fo fenfibly felt, as a fpeculativet 
nan would expeé fromfuch powerful motives ; 
and there is many a Chriftian-fociety, which 
would be glad to compound amongit themfelveg 
for fome lefler degrees of perfe€tion on one 
hand, were they fure to be exempted, on the 
otlicr, from the bad effects of thofe fretful 
paffions which are ever taking, as well as ever 
giving the occafions of ftrife : the beginnings 
of which, Solomon aptly compares to the let- 
ting out of waters, the opening a breach which 
no one can be fure to ftop, till it has proceed. 
ed to the moft fatal events. 
With juftice therefore might the fon of Sy- 
‘rach conclude, concerning pride, that fecret 
ftream 
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ftream which adminifters to the overflowings of 
refentments, that it was not made for man, 
nor furious anger for him that is born of a 
woman: that the oné did not become his fta- 
tion, and that the other was deftruétive to all 
the happinefs he was intended to receive from 
it. How miferably, then, muft thofe men 
turn tyrants againft themfelves, aswell as others, 
who grow fplenetic and revengeful, not onl 
upon the little unavoidable oppofitions and of- 
fences they muft meet with in the commerce 
ofthe none but upon thofe which only reach 
them by report; and accordingly torment their 
little fouls with meditating how to return the 
injury, before they are certain they have re+ 
ceived one? Whether this eager fenfibility of 
wrongs and refentment arifes from that gene- 
ral caufe of the fon of Syrach feems to reduce 
all fierce anger and pafhon; or whether to a 
certain fournefs of temper, which ftands in 
every body’s way, and therefore fubjeé to be 
ojten hurt ; from which ever caufe the difor- 
der f{prings, the advice of the author of the 
book of Ecclefiafticus is proper: “* Admonith 
a friend, fays he, it may be he hath not done 
it; andif he have, that he do it not agains 
Admonith thy friend, it may be he hath not 
faid it, and if he have, that he fpeak it not 
again. ‘There is that flippeth in his fpeech, 
but not from his heart: and who is he, who 
hath not offended with his tongue ?”’ 

Icannot help taking notice here of a cere 
tain erties of forgivenefs which is feklom ene 
forced or thought of, and yet is no way below 
our regard. 1lmean the forgivenefs of thofe, 
if we may be allowed the expreflion, whom 
we hive injured ourfelyes. One would think 


that 
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that the difficulty of forgiving could only reft 


on the fide of him who has received the wrong ; 
but the truth of the fa& is often otherwite. 
The confcioufnefs of having provoked ano- 
ther’s refentment, often excites the aggreflor 
to keep before-hand with the man he has hurt, 
and not only to hate him for the evil he ex- 
pects in return, but even to purfue him down, 
and put it out of his power to make reprifals. 
The bafenefs of this is fuch, that itis fuffi- 
cient to make the fame obfervation which was 
made upon the crime of parricide amongft the 
Grecians :—it was fo black,—their legiflators 
did not fuppofe it could be committed, and 
therefore made no law to punith it. 
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And he faid unto him, fay now unto her, Behold, 
thou haft been careful for us with all this cares 
—what is tobe done for thee ?---would/} thou be 
Spoken for to the king, or the captain of the hoft ? 
And fhe anfwered, 1 dwell among mine own people 


TENE fir part of the text is the words which 
the prophet Elitha puts into the mouth of 

his fervant Gehazi, asa mefiage of thanks to 
the woman of Shunem for her great kindnefs 
and hofpitality, of which after the acknowledg- 
ment of his juft fenfe, which Gehazi is bid to 
‘deliver in the words,--‘*Behold, thou haft been 
careful for us with all this care 3’? — he direé&ts 
him to inquire in what manner he may beit 
make a return ia difcharge of the obligation 5 
‘¢ What fhall be done for thee? Wouldft 
thou be f{poken for to the King, or the captain 
of the hoft?”’ The lait part of the text is the 
Shunamites anfwer, which implies a refufal 
of the honour or advantage which the prophet 
intended to bring upon her by fuch an applicas 
tion, which the indire@tly expreffes in her con= 
tentment and fatisfaction, with what fhe enjoyed 
i ; in 
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‘in her prefent ftation 5 * 1 dwell amongtt mine 
“own people.” This inftance of felf-denial in 
the Shunamite, is but properly the introdu@i- 
on to her ftory, and gives rife to that long and 
very pathetic tranfaction which follows in the 
dupernatural grant of achild, which God had 
*many years denied her;—the affecting lofts of 
him ag foon as he was grown up--and his refto- 
ration to life by Elitha, aftet he had been fome 
time dead; the whole of which, though extreme- 
ly interefling, and from fuch incidents as would 
afford fufficient matter for inftruction, yet asit 
‘will not fall within the intention of this. did- 
courte, I fhall beg leave, at this time, barely to 
confider thefe previous circumftances of it, to 
“which the text confines me, upon which J fhall 
enlarge with {uch reficctions as occur, and then 
procced to that pmictical ufe and exhortations 
which will naturally fall from it. 
4 MWe find that after Elitha pad refcued: the 
diftreded widow and her two fons fr the 
hands of the creditor, by a miraculous multi- 
plication of her oil; that he pafled on to Shu- 
‘vem, where we read, was a great woman, and 
ihe conttrained bim to eat bread; andfoit was, 
that as often ashe patied by, he turned in thi- 
‘ther to cat bread. The facred bifterian fpeaks 
barely of her temporal condition and ftation in 
‘lite, —*+ ‘Chat fhe was a greatwoman ;”’ but de- 
feribes not the more uvaterial part of her, her 
virtues and character, becaufe they were more 
evidently to be difcovered from the tranfagtion 
itfelf, from which it appears, that fhe was not 
only wealthy, but likewife charitable, and 
of a very coniderate turn of mind. For after 
many repeated juvitations and entertainments’ 
et her houfe, finding his occafions called him 
we 
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to a frequent paflage that way ;--fhe moves her 


hufband to fet up and furnifh a lodging for him, . 


with all the conveniencies which the fimplicity 


of thofe times required: ‘¢ And fhe faid unto. 
her hufband, Behold now I percetve that this. 


isan holy man of Gop, which patleth by us con- 


tinually; tet us make him. a little chamber, 1. 
pray thee, on the wall, and let us fet for him . 


there a bed, arid atable, and a ftool, andacan- . 
dleftick ; and it fhall be when he cometh.to us, 
that he fhall turn in thither.” — She perceived . 


he was a holy man,--fhe had many opportuni- 


ties, as he pafled by them continually, of ob- . 
ferving his. behaviour and deportment, which , 
fhe had carefully remarked, and faw plainly . 


whathewas. That.the fanétity and fimplicity 


of his: manners,—the feverity: of his life,---his 


zeal for the religiom of his Gop, andthe un- . 


comiion fervency of his devotion, when he 


worthipped before him, which feemed his whole - 


bufinefs and employment upon éarth;——all — 


~befpoke him not a man of this world, but one 
whofe heart and affections were fixed upon ano- 
ther obje&t, which was dearer and morc impor-~ 


tant to him. But as.fuch outward appearances , 


may, and often have been counterfeited, fo 


that the ations of a man are certainly the on-. 


ly interpretets tobe. relied on, whether fuch.- 


fo fhe had heard 


colours ave true. or falfe ; 


that all was of a piece there, and that he was . 


throughout confiftent: that. lhe had never, ig 
any one inftance of his life, acted as if he had 
any views in the affairs of this world, in which 
he had aever interefted himfelf at all, but where 


the glory of his Gop, or the good.and prefer - 


vation of his fellow creatures at firt inclined 
him:—-that-in a late inftance, before he. came 
i to 
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to Shunem, he had done one of the kindeft anc 
moft charitable attions that a good. man could: 
have done, in affifting the widow, and father. 
lefs ;—and as the fa&t was fingular, and had juft 
happened: before her knowledge of him, no 
doubt the had heard the ftory with all the ten- 
der circumftances which a true report would 
give it in his favour; namely, that a certain. 
woman whofe hufband was lately dead, and 
had left her with her children in a, very help- 
kefs condition——very deftitute--and what was. 
fill worfe, charged witha debt fhe was not 
able to. pay,—that her creditor bore exceeding 
hard upon her, and finding her littke worth in 
fubftance, was coming to take the advantage 
which the lawallowed of feizing her two fons 
for his bondfmen ;——fo that fhe had not only 
koft her hufband, which had made her mifera- 
ble enough already, but was going to be be- 
reaved of her children, which were the only 
eomfort and fupport of her life; that upon her 
coming to Elifha wih this fad ftory, he was 
touched with compaffion for her misfortune, 
and had ufed all the power and intereft which 
he had with his Gop to relieve and befriend 
her, which in an unheard of manner, by the 
miraculous increafe of her oil, which was the 
only fubflance fhe had left, he had fo bounti- 
fully effe&ted, as not only to difintangle her 
from her difficulties in paying the debt, but 
withal, what was ftill more generous, to ena- 
ble her to live comfortably the remainder of 
her days. She confidered, that charity and 
compaffion was fo leading a virtue, and had 
fuch an influence upon every other part of a 
man’s charaéter, as to be a fufficient proof, by 
itfelf, of the inward difpofition and goodnefs 


of 


’ 
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of the heart; but that fo engaging an inftance 
of it as this, exercifed in fo kind and feafona- 
ble a manner, was a demontftration of his, 
and that he was in truth what outward circum- 
fances befpoke, a holy man of Gap. As the 
Shunamite’s principle and motive for her hof- 
pitality to Elitha was juft, as it fprung from 
an idea of the worth and merit of herguett, fo . 
likewife was the manner of doing it kind and — 
confiderate. Itis obfervable, fhe does not fo- . 
licit her hufband.to-affign himan apartment in 
her own houfe, but to build him a chamber in 
the wall apart :—{he confidered,- that true pi- - 
ety wanted no witneffes, and was always moft 
at eafe when moft private ; that the tumult 
and diftraction of a large family were not fit 
for the- filent meditations of. fo holy a man, 
who would perpetually there meet with fomer 
thing either to interrupt his devotion, or offend. 
the purity of his manners ;- that, moreover un- 
der fuch an independent roof, where he could . 
take {helter as often as his occafions required, 
fhe thought he might tafte the. pleafures which . 
was natural to man,.in poffeffing fomething 
like what he could call hisown,—and, what 
is no fmail: part of conferring a favour, he 
would fcarce.feel the weight of it, or at leaft 

much feldomer in this-manner, than where a- 
daily invitation and repetition of the kindnefs 
perpetually put him in mind of his obligation. 
If any thing could fill add to this--it was : 
that it did not appear to be the dry oifer of a . 
aint. civility, but that it came-direQly from 
he heart. Chere is a nicety in. honeft minds 
which w// not accept of acold and fufpefted 
o ffer,—and even when it appears to be fincere 
aid truly meant, there is .a modefty in, true 

Vs merit 
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merit which knows not how to acceptit; and 
no doubt fhe had one, if not both thefe diffi. 
culties to conquerin their turn. For we read, 
that fhe conftrained him, and in all likelihood 
forced his acceptance of it with all the warmth 
_ and friendly opennefs of a humane and hofpi. 
table temper. 

It is with benefits as with injuries in this re-. 
fpeet, that we do not fo much weigh the acch 
dental! good or evil they do us, as that which 
they were defigned toda us.—That is, we con- 
fider no part of them fo muchas their intenti- 
on; arid the prophet’s behaviour confequent 
upon this, {hews he beheld it through this me- 
dium, or in fome fuch advantageous light as I 
have placed it. 

There is no burden fo heavy toa grateful 
mind, as a debt of kindnefs unpaid ;—and we 
may believe Elifha felt itfo, from the earneit 
defire which he had, upon the immediate re- 
ceipt of this, to difcharge himfelf of it, which 
he expreflesin the text in the warmeft manner, 
_a--* Behold, thou haft been careful for us with 
all this care: what fhall be dor, for thee ? 
Wouldett thou be fpoken for to the king, or 
the captain of his hoft?”’ There is adegree 
of honeft impatience in the words, fuch aswas 
natural to a good man, who would not be be- 
hind-hand with his benefa&tor. — But there is 
one thing which may feem ftrange at firft fighs, 
that as her ftation in life were fuch, that fhe 
appeared rather to have abounded already 
than ftood in want of any thing in this world, 
which fuch an application could fupply,—why 
the prophet fhould not rather have propofed 
fome fpiritual advantage, which, as it would 
better have become the fandtity of his charac- 

ter 
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ter on théotie hand, fo, on the other, it would 
have done a more real and. lafting fetvice to 
his friend. 


~ 


But we are fo reflect, that in’ returning fa- . 


yours, we act differently from what we do in 


confetring them:---in the one cafe, we. fimply , 
confider what is beft,--in the other,.what is. - 


moft acceptable. ‘The reafon is, that we have 
a tight to aét according to our own ideas of 


what will do the party moft good, in the cafe 


where we beftow a favour ;---but where we re- 
turn one, we lofe this right, and act according 
to his conceptions who-has obliged us, and en- 
déavour to repay isvfuch a manner as we think 
is moft likely to be accepted in difcharge of the 


obligation—So that, though we are nottoima> 


gine Elitha could be wanting in religious du- 
ties, as well as wifhes to fo hofpitable a friend, 
we may yet fuppofe, he was diredted here’ by 
this principle of equity, —and that, in reflect- 
ing in what manner he fhould requite his be- 
nefactrefs, he had confidered, that toone of 
her affluent condition, who had all the reafon- 
able comforts of an independent life, 


certainly be ambition: that though in general 
it was anirregular appetite, which in moft 


cafes twas dangerous to gratify, yet in effect,* 


"twas only fo far criminal, asthe power which 
is acquired was perverted to bad and. vicious: 
purpofes, which it was not likely to be here, 
from the fpecimen fhe had already given of 
her difpofition, which fhewed, that if fhe did 
with for an encreafe of wealth and honour, 
fhe withed it only as it would enable her more 
generoufly t6 extend her arm in kihd offices, 

Ae ‘5 ; aad 


if 
there was any paffion yet unfatistied, it mufb -— 
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and increafe the power as well as the opportu- 
nities of doing good. 

In juftice to Elifha’s motive, which muft 
have been good, we muft fuppofe, he confi- 
dered his offer in this light; and what princi- 
pally led him to propofe it, was the great in- 
tereit which he had with the king of frael at 
that time,jwhich he had merited by a fignal 
fervice; and as he had no views for himielf, 
he thoughtiit could not be employed fo wellas 
in eftablifhing thefortune of one, whofe virtue 
might be fo fafely trufted with it. Itwasajuf- 
tifiable prepoffefiion in her favour,——though 
ene not always to be relied on; for. there is 
many a one who ina moderate ftation, and 
with alefler degree of power; has behaved with 
honour and unblemifhed reputation, and who 
haseven borne the buffetings of adverfe fortune 
well, and manifefted great prefence and ftrength 
of mind under it, whom neverthelefs a high 
exaltation has at once overcome, and fo en-. 
tirely changed, as if the party had left not only 
his virtue, but even himfelf behind him. 

Whether the Shunamite dreaded to make 
this dangerous experiment of herfelf, or, 
whijch is more likely; that ihe had learned to 
fet bounds to her defires, and was too well fa- 
tisfied with her prefent condition to be tempted 
out of it, fhe declines the other in the clote of 
the text ;--‘‘I dwell amongft mine own people ;”” 
as if fhe had faid, ** The intended kindnefs is 
far from being fmall, but is not ufefyl to me ; 
{live here, as thou arta witnefs, in peace, in 
«4 contended obf{curity — not fo high as to pro- 
yoke envy, nor fo low as to be trodden down 
und defpifed. In this fafe and middle ftate, as 
} have lived amongft my own eople, fo let 
me die out of the reach, both of the cares and 

glorics 
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“glories of the world.—’ Tis fit, O holy man of . 
Gop! that. I learn fome time or other to fet 
bounds to my defires ; and if 1 cannot fixthem - 
now, when | have already more than my wants 
require, when fhall I hope to-do it?—Or hew 
fhould I expeé that even this increafe, of ho- - 
nour and fortune would fully fatisfy.and con- 
tent my ambition, fhould I now give way to a 

So engaging an inftance of unattected mode- - 
ration and felf-denial,. deferves wellto be con- 
fidered by the buftlers inthis world ;—becaufe, , 
if we are to truft the face andcourfe of things, . 
we {carce fee any virtue, fo hard to be putin . 
practice; and which the generality of mankind ; 
feem fo unwilling to learn, as this-of knowing 
when. they have. enough, and when it is time 
to give over their worldly;purfuits.—Aye ! but 
nothing is more eafy, you will. anfwer, than 
to fix this point, and fet certain boundsto it.-- 
«* For my own part, you. will fay, 1 declare, 
I want and would with no more, but a fuffici- 
ent competency of thofe things which are requi- 
fite to the real ufes and occafions of life, fuita~ 
ble to the way I have been taught to expect 
from ufe and education.’?-- But recollect how. ; 
feldom it happens, when thefe. points are -fe- 
cured, but that new occafions and new, necefli- 

ties prefent themielves, and every day as..you 
grow richer, frefh wants are difcovered, which 
rife up before you, as you.afcend the hill; fo 
that every ftep you take——every acceffion to 
our fortune, fets:-your defires one degree fur- 
ther from reft and {atisfaction:--that fomething 
you have notyet have grafped,- and poflbly 
never fhall ; — that devil of a phantom unpot-~ 
fefled and unpoffeffable,: is perpetaly haunt- 
ing you, and {tepping in betwixt. you and 
your 
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your contentment. - Unhappy creature! 

to think of enjoying that bleffing without mo- | 
deration !.--or imagine that fo facred a temple 
ean be raifed upon the foundation of wealth or 
power !—-If the ground-work is not laid within 
your own mind, they will as foon add a cubit 
to your flature, as to your happinefs — To be 
convinced it is fo, pray look up to thofe who 
have got as high as their warmeft wifhes could 
carry them in this afcent,—do you obferve they 
live the better, the longer, the merrier, Of! 
that they fleep the founder in their beds, for 
having twice as much as they wanted, or well 
know how to difpofe of ?—Of all rules for cal- 
culating happinefs, this is the moft deceitful, 
and which tew but weak minds, andthofe un- 
practifed in the world too, ever think of apply- 
‘ing as the meafure in fuch an, eftimation. 
Great and inexpreflible may be the happinefs, 
which a moderate fortune and moderate de- 
fires, with a confcioufnels of virtue, will {e- 
cure. Many ere the filent pleafures of the ha- 
neft peafant, who rifes chearful to. his labour: 
why fhould they not?—Look into his houfe, 
the feat of each man’s happinefs; has he not 
the fame domeftic endearments,-—the fame joy 
and comiortin his children, and as flattering 
hopes of their doing well, to enliven his hours 
and glad his heart, as you could conceive in 
the highett flation?—And I make no daybt,, in 
general, but ifthe true {tate of his joy and fuf- 
ferings could be fairly balanced with, thofe of 
his betters, whether any thing would appear at 
the footot theaccount, but what wouldrecom- 
mend the moralof thisdifecourfe.—This Lown, 
As notto be attained to, by the cynical ftale trick 
cf haranguing againft the goods of fortune, — 
they 
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they were never intended to be talked out of 
the ‘world.—But as virtue and true wifdom lie 
in the middle of extremes,—on one hand, not » 
to negle& and defpife riches, fo as to forget 
ourfelves, and on the other, not to purfue and 
love them fo as to forget Gop ;—-to have them 
fometimes in our heads,———but always fome- 
thing more important in our hearts. 
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The ox knoweth his owner, and the afs his mafter’s 
crib ;--- but Ifrael doth not know,--my people doth 
not confider. 


> 1S a fevere but an affectionate reproach 

of the prophet’s, laid againft the Ifrae- 
lites, which may fafely be applied to every 
heedlefs and unthankful people who are neither 
won by Gov’s mercies, notterrified by his pu- 
nifhments. There is a giddy, thoughtlefs, in- 
temperate fpirit gone forth into the world, 
which pofleiies the generality of ‘mankind ;— 
and the reafon the world isundone, is, becaufe 
the world doesnot confider,—confiders neither 
awful regard to Gop, nor the true relation 
thenifelves bear to him.—Could they confider 
this, and learn to weigh the caufes, and com- 
pare the confequences of things, and to exer- 
cife the reafon which Gop has put into us for 
the government and direction of our lives,— 
there would be fome hopes of a reformation 5 
—but as the world goes, there is no leifure for 
fuch inquiries, and fo full are our minds. of 
other matters, that we have no time to aik, or 
a heart to anfwer the queftions we ought to put 
to ourfelves: , 

Whatever our condition is, ’tis good to be 
acquainted with it in time, to be able to fupply 
what is wanting,—and examine the ftate of our 
accounts, before we come to give them up to 


an impartial judge. 
: The 
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The moft inconfiderate fee the reafonable-_ 
nefs of this,—there being-few, I believe; either , 
fo thoughtlefs, or even 3 bad, but that they 
fometimes enter upon this duty, and have fome.. 
fhort intervals of felf-examination, which . 
they are forced upon, if fromno other motive, 
yet at leaft to free themfelves from the load 
and oppreffion of {pirits they muft neceffarily 
be fubje@ to withoutit. But as the {cripture , 
frequently intimates, and obfervation con- | 
firms it daily,—that there are many miftakes 
attending the difcharge-of this duty,—I cannot 
make the remainder of this. difcourfe- more 
ufeful, than by. a. fhort inquiry into,them.. [ 
thall therefore,. firft, beg leave to remind you 
of fome of the many unhappy. ways by which 
we often fet about this irkfome tafk of.examin- — 
ing our works, without being either the bets 
ter or the wifer for the employment. 

And firft, then, letus begin with that which 
28.the foundation of almoftall the other. falfe — 
meafures we take in this matter,—that is, the 
fetting about the examination of our works, 
before we are Prepared with honett difpofitions 
to amend them.. This is beginning the work 
at the wrong end. Thefe Previous difpofitions 
in the heart, are the wheels that fhould make 
this work go eafily and fuccefsfully forwards, 


—and to take them off, and proceed without 


thém. ‘tis no Miracle if, like Pharoah’s chari- 
ots, they that drive them,———__drive them 
heavily along. 

Befides, if aman is. not fincerely inclined to 
reform his faults,—’tis not likely he fhould be 
inclined to fee them,—nor will all the weekly 


preparations, 
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preparations that ever were wrote. bring him 
nearer the point ;—‘o that, with, how ferious a 
face foever he begins to examine,--he nolonger 
does the office of an inquirer,—but an apolo- 
gift, whofe bufinefs is nat to fearch for truth, 
~ but fkilfully to hide it. So long—theretore,” 
as this pre-engagement lafis betwixt the man 
and his old habits, there is little profpe& of 
proving his works to. any good purpoie of 
véhatever kind they are, with fo ftrong an in-- 
tereft and power on their fide,-——as to leaye the. 

(laft ftate of that man. even worfe than the firft. 
A fecond unhappy, though general miftake 
in. this great duty of proving out works, is 
that which the apottle hints at ;.in the doing 
it, not by a direét examination of our-own ac~ 
tions, but from a comparative view of them, 
with the lives and aétions of othev, men. 
When a man is geingto enter upon this 
work of felf-examination,—there is nothing fo 
common, as to.fee him—look round him—in-. 
ftead of looking within him. He looks round, 
—finds out fome one who is more malicious,-= 
fees anotherthat is more covetous, a third that 
is more proud and imperious than himfelf,— 
and fo indireétly forms ajudgment of himfelf, 
rot froma review of his life, and a proving of 
his own works, as the apoftle dire&ts him, but 
rather from proving the works of others, and 
from their infirmities and defets drawing a de- 
ceitful conclufion in favour of himfelf.—Inall 
competitions of thiskind, one may venture to 
fay, there will be ever fo much of felf-love in 
aman, astodraw a flattering likenefs of one 
of 
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of the parties—and ’tis well—if he has not fo 
much malignity too, as to give but a coartle 
picture of the other,—tinifhed with fo many 
hard ftrokes, as to make the one as:wnlike its 
original as the other. 

Thus. the pharifee, when: he entered the 
temple,—no fooner fawthe publican, but that 
moment he formed the idea to himfelf of ail 
the vices and corruptions that could poflibly 
enter into the man’s charaéter,—and with great 
dexterity ftated all his own virtues and good. 
qualities over-againft them. His abftinence 
and frequent faftings, exaétnefs inthe debts 
and ceremonies of the law; not balancing the 
account as he ought to have done, in this man- 
ner :—What ! though this man is a publican 
anda finner, have not | my vicesas well ashe } 
Tis true, his particular office expofes him to 

- Many temptations of committing extortionand 
injuttice ;~but then—am not I a devourer of 
widows houfes, and guilty of one of the moft 
cruel inftances-of. the fame crime ?-He poftr 
bly is aprophane perfon, and may fet religion 
at nought ; but do net I -myfelf, fora pretence, 
make long prayers; and bring the greateft of 
all feandals upon religion, by waking it the 
cloak to my ambition and worldly views?» Hf 
he, laftly, is debauched or imtemperate, am 
not | confcious-of-as corrupt and wanton difs 
pofitions ; and that-a fair and guarded outfide 
1s my beft pretence to the oppofite charater. 

If a man will examine his works by a cont . 
parative view of them witly others ;this, mo 
doubt, would be the fairer way, and leaft hike- 
ly to miflead him. But as. this is feldom the 

method 
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thod this trial is gone through, in fa&t it ge- 
nerally turns out to be as treacherous and de- 
hifive to the man himfelf, as it is uncandid to 
the man who is dragged into the comparifon ; 
‘and whoever judges of himfelf by thisrule, fo 
long as there is no fearcity of vicious charac- 
‘ters in the world,-~’tis to be feared, he will 
often take the occafions of triumph and *re- 

* joicing, where, in truth, he ought rather to 
be forry and afhamed. 

A third error in the manner of proving our 
works, is what we are guilty of, when we leave 
out of the calculation, the only material parts: 
of them;—1 mean, the motives, and firft prin- 
ciples from w hence they proceeded, There is 
many 2 fair infiance of generofity, chattity, 
and felf-denial, which the world may give a 
man the credit of, ——which, if he would give: 
himfelf the leifure to refic&t upon, and trace 
back to their firt fprings—he would be confei+ 
ous proceeded from fuch views and intenti- 
ons.as, if knewn, would not be to his honour, 
The truth of this may be made evident by «a 


thoufand inftances in life: —-and yet there is 


nothing more ufual than for a man, when he 
is going upon this duty of felf-examination,— 
‘inftead of calling his own ways to remembrance, 
to clofe the whole inquiry at once, with this 
{hort challenge 3 Thai hedefies the warld ta fay: 
all of him.” If the world has no exprefs evidences 
this indeedmay be an argument of his good 
duck; but no. fatisfactory one of the real 
goodnefs and innocence of his life. A man 
may be avery bad man,——and yet, thiough, 
caution,—through deep-laid policy and defign, 
may fo guard all outward pra as ne= 
yer to want this negative tcl imony on his wre, 
that 
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that the world knows no evil of him,—how little 
foever he deferves it. Ot all aflays upon a — 
man’s felf, this may be faid to be the flighteft ; 
this method of proving the goodnefs of our 
works—differing but little in kind from that 

, unhappy one, which many unwary people 
take in proving the goodneis of their coin,— 
who, if it happens to be fufpicious, inftead of 
bringing iteither to the balance or touch-ftone 
to try its worth,—they ignorantly go forth ; 
try if they can pafs it upon the world :—if fo, 
all is well, and they are faved all the expence 
and pains of inquiring after and deteQing the 
cheat. } 

A fourtherror, in this duty of examination 
of men’s works, —<is that of committing the 
tafk to others ;—an error into which thoufands 
of well-meaning creaturesare infnared into the 
Romifh church, by her do&trines of auricular 
confeffion, of works of fuperefogation, and 
the many lucrative praétices raifed upon that 
particular ftock: The trade of which iscarried 
to fucha height in Popifh countries, that if 
you was at Rome or Naples now, and was dif. 
pofed, in compliance with the apoftle’s exhor- 
tation'in the text, to fet about this duty, to 
prove your own works,—’tis great odds whether . 

* you will be fuffered to do it ourfelf, without 
taterruption, and you might e. faid to have ef= 
,  Gapeéd well, if the firtt perfon you confulted 
_ upon it did not talk you out of your refoluti-» 
on, and pofflibly your fenfes too <at the fame 
time. Prove your works !—for heaven’s fake, 
defift from fo rafh-an undertaking ;—what !— 
truft your own {kill and judgmentin a matter 
ef fo much difficulty and importance—when 
there are fo many whofe bufinefs it is, who 
underftand 


ited 


underftand it fo well, and who can do it for 

you with fo much fafety and advantage ? 
If your works muft be proved, you would 
be advifed, by all means, to fend them to un- 
«dergo this operation with fome one who knows 
what he isabout, either fome expert and no- 
ted confeffor of the church,—or to fome con- 
vent or religious fociety, who are in pofleffion 
of a large ftock of good works of all kinds, 
Wrought up by faints and confeflors, where 
you may fuit yourfelf,—and either get the-de- 
fte&ts of your own fupplied—or be accommo- 
dated with new ones, ready proved to your 
hands, fealed.and certitied to be fo by the 
Pope’scommiflary, and the notaries of his eccle~ 
fiaitic court. There heeds little more to lay open 
this fatal error, than merely to reprefent it. 
£o I fhall only add a fhort remark,—that they 
who are perfuaded to be thus virtuous by proxy, 
and will prove the goodnefs of their works only 
by deputies,—will have noreafon to complain 
againit Gop’s juftice, if he fuffers them to go 
to heaven only in the fame manner, that is, 

by deputies too. : ¢ 
The laft miftake which I fhall have time to 
mention, is ‘that which the Methodifts have 
revived, for tis mo new error, but one which 
has mifled thoufands before thefe days, where= — 
ver enthufiafm had got footing, and that isy 
the attempting to prove their works by that 
yery argument which is the greateft proof of 
_ their weaknefs and fuperftition ; I mean that 
extraordinaryimpulfe andintercourfe with the 
{pirit of Gop which they pretend to, and 
whofe operations (if you truft them) are fo 
fenfibly felt in their hearts and fouls, as to 
render, at once, all other proofs of their works 
sneedlef$ to themfelves. ‘This, I own, is one 
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of the moft fummary ways of proceeding 1n 
this duty of felf-examination, and as it proves 
a man’s works inthe grois, itfaves hima world 
of fober thought and inquiry after many vex- 
atious particulars. 

Indeed, if the premifles*were true, the infe- 
rence isdire&t. For when a man dreams of 
thefe inward workings, and wakes withthe 
impreffion of them ftrong upon his brain ; ’tis 
not ftrange he fhould think himfelf achofen 
veflel fan&ified within, and fealed up into the 
perfect day of redemption; and fo long as fuch 
a one is led captive to this error, there is no- 
thing in nature to induce him to this duty of 
examining his own works in the~fenfe of the 
prophet : “for however bad they are, fo lon 
as his credulity and enthufiafm equalthem, ’tis 
impoffible they fhould difturb his confcience, 
or frighten him into a reformation. Thefe 
are fome of the unhapyy miftakes in the many 
methods this work: is fet about, which in a’ 
great meafure rob us of the fruits we expected, 
and fometimes fo entirely blaft them, that we 
are neither the better or wifer for all the pains 
we have taken. . 

There are many other falfe fteps which 
Jead us the fame way, butthe delineation of 
thefe, however, may ferve at prefent, not on+ 
ly as fo many land-marks to guard us from this 
dangerous coaft which | have defcribed, but to 
direct us likewife into that fafe one, where w 
can only expedt the reward the gofpel promifes, _ 
Vor if, according to the fir recited caufes, a 
man failsin examining his works, fiom a dif- 
inclination to reform them, from partiality of 
comparifons, from flattery to his own motives, 
anda vain dependence upon the opinion of the . 
world ; the conclufion is unavoidable, thathe 


at ; muit 
> | 


Soe R- sheO Ne XIV. oxy 


mutt fearch for the qualities the -moft oppofite 
to thefe for hisconductors. And if he hopesto 
difcharge this work fo as to have advantage 
from it, that he muft fet out upon the princi- 
ples of an honeft head, willing to reform itfelf, 
and attached principally to that obje@, with- 
out regard to the fpiritual condition of others, 
or the mifguided opinions which the world may 
have of himfelf. 

That, for this end, he muft call his own 
ways toremembrance, and fearch out a fpirit; 
--fearch his a€tions with the fame critical ex- 
actnefs and the fame piercing curiofity, we are 
wont to fit in judgment upon others; varnifhs 
ing nothing, and difguifing nothing. If he pro- 
ceeds thus, and in every relation of life takes 
a full view of himfelf without prejudice, tra+ 
ces his actions to their principles without mer- 

cy, and looksinto the dark corners and recef- 
fes. of his heart without fear--and if upon fuch 
an enquiry--he adis confiftent with his view in 
it, by reforming his errors, feparating the drols, 
and purifying the whole mafs with repentance ; 
this will bid fair for examining a man’s works 
in the apoftle’s fenfe >and whoever difcharges 
the duty thus with a view to feripture, which 
is the rule in this café—and to reafon, which 
is the applier of this rule in all cafes—need not 
fear but he will have what the prophetcalls re- 
joicing in himfelf, and that he willlay the foun- 
dation of his peace and comfort where it ought 
-to lie--that is within himfelf--in the teftimony 
of a good conicience, and the jovful expecta- 
tion, that having done his utmoft to examine 
his. ow# works here, that Gop will acceptthem 
hereafter, thtough the merits of Curisr; 
which Gop grant. Amen, 
Vow IV. K SERMON 
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JOB’S EXPOSTULATION 


awith his WIFE. 
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What !--fhall we receive geod at the hand of God, - 
and fhall we not receive evil alfo ? 


HESE are the words. of Job;. uttered in. 
the depth of his misfortunes, by way of 
reproof to his wife, for the counfef we find fhe 
had given him inthe foregoing verfe ; namely, 
not to retain his integrity any longer, but to 
eur fe God and dic. Though it isnot very evident, 
what was particularly meant and implied in the 
words--** Curfe Gon and die,’’--yet it is cer- 
tain, from Job’s reply to them, that they di-+ 
_reted him to fome itep which was rafh and un-~ 
warrantable, and probably, as it is generally 
explained, meant that.he thould openly call. 
Gon’s juitice toan account, and by a blafphe- 
mous accufation of it, provoke Gop to deftroy 
his being ; asif fhe had faid. After fo many fad 
things which haye befallen thee, notwithftand- 
ing thy integrity, what gaineft thou by ferving 
Gop, ieeing he bears thushard upén thee, as 
thougli thou watthisenemy? Ought fo faithfula 
fervant asthou haft beeny to receive fo unkind 
treatment at-his hands ?--and tamely to fubmit 
to it ?--patiently. to fuftain the evils he had 
brought upon thy houfe, and neither murmur 
with thy lips, nor charge him with injuftice ?-- 
bear it not thus?—-and as thy piety could not 
at firtt protect thee from iduch misfortunes, 
K's nor., 
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nor thy behaviour under them could fince move 
Gop to take pity on thee; change thy-conduct 
towards him, boldly expoftulate with him, up- 
braid him openly with unkindnefs, call his 
juttice and providence to an account for op- 
prefling thee in fo undeferved a manner, and 
get that benefitby provoking him, which thou 
haft not been able to obtain by ferving him: 
to die at once by his hands; and be freed, at 
lJeaft, from the -greater: mifery, of alingcring, 
anda more tormenting death. — 

On the other hand fome interpreters tell usy-- 
that the word cur/e, in the original, is equivo- 
cal, and does inorve literally fignify here, to 
blefs, than-to blifpheme ; and. confequently 
that the whoie is:rather to be confidered as a 
darcaftical feoff at -Job’s piety. As ifvit had 
been faid ;--Go te, blefs Gop, and die, fince 
thou art fo ready to praife him in troubles ag 
thou hait done, go on in thy own way, and 
fee how God will rewardthce, by a miferable 
death which thou canft not avoid. 

Without-difputing the merit of thefe two in- 
terpretations, itmay not feem an improbable 
confeture, that the words-imply fomething 
dtl different from what is expreffed in either 
of them :—and inftead of fuppofing them as.an 
incitement to blafpheme op, which was 
madnefs,--or that they were intended as an in- 
dult, which was unnatural; that her.advice te 
curfe Gop and-die, was meant here, that he 
fhould refolve upon a voluntary déath himfelf, 
which was an aét not only in his own power, 
but what carried fome appearance of a remedy 
vith it, and promifed, atJeaft at fir fight, 
fome refpite from pain, as it would putan end, 
both to his life, and his misfortunes together. 

beet’ One 
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One may fuppofe, that with all the concern 
and affection which was natural, fhe beheld 
her lord affiéted both with poverty and fick- 
nefs ;--by one fudden biow brought down from 
his palace to the dunghill.---In one mournful 
day, fhe faw, that-notonly the fortunes of his 
houfe were blafted, but likewife the hopes of 
his pofterity cut off for ever by the untimely 
lofs of his children. She knew he was a virtu~ 
ous and an upright man, and deferveda better 
fate ;- her heart bled the more for him, fhe 
faw the profpe& before:him was dreadful,—— 
that there appeared no :poffible means which 
could retrieve the fad fituation of his affairs ;-= 
that death, the lait--the fureft friend to thean.- 
fortunate, could only fet him free;--and that 
_ itavas better to refolve upon that at once, than 
vainly endeavour to: wade through fuch a fea 
of troubles, which in the end would overwhelm 
hime. We may fuppofe her fpirits finking un- 
der. thefe_apprehenfions,; when: fhé- began’ to 
look upon his conitancy asa fruitiefs* virtue, 
and fromthat perfwafion to have faid unto him, 
—Curfe Gon,--depend no longer upon him,-- 
_ nor wait the iffues of his» providence, which - 
has already forfaken thee ;--as-there is no lrelp 
from that quarter,#refolve to extricate thyfelf 
e——and fince thou haft met with no juftice in 
this world esleave’its-die—-and force thy-paf- - 
fage into-a better country, where misfortunes 
‘cannot-follow thee. 

Whether this paraphrafe upon the words is 
juft, or the former interpretations be admitted; 
the reply in the text is equally proper ;-- What 
_uefhall we receive good at the hands of Gop, 
and fball we not receive evilalfo? Arenotboth 
alike the difpenfations of an all-wife and good 

ay ee being . 
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being, who knows and determines what is. bef? ? 
and wherefore dhould I make mytfelf the judge, 
to receive the one, and yet be fo partial as to 
rejett the other, when, by fairly putting both 
into the fcale, I may be convinced how much 
the good outweighs the evil in all cates; inmy 
ewn, confider how ftrong this argument is a- 
gainit me. 
uta the beginning of my days, how did Gop 
crown nie with honour? in how remarkable a 
mannerdid his providence feta hedge about me, 
and about all thatI had on every fide; how 
be profpered the works of my hands, fothat our 
fubftance and happinetsincreadedevery day ?). 
Andnow, when, forrcafons be knewn to 
his infinite wikiom, he has thought fit to'try 
me with afliQions,--thall 1 rebel againit him 
in inning with my lips, and charging him fool- 
uhly ?-.-Gop forbid, O rather may 1 look to- 
wards that hand which has bruifed me, for he 
maketh fore and he bindeth up, he woundeth, 
and his hands make whole; from his. bounty 
only has iffued all I had; from his wifdom,— 
all Pe loft; forhe giveth, and he hath ta- 
ken away,--blefled be his name. 
here are few inftances of particular virtue 
more engaging than thofe of this heroic catt; 
and if we may take the teftimony of a Heathen 
philofopher upon it, there is not an object in 
this world which Gon can be fuppofed to look 
down upon with greater pleafure, than that of 
a good man involvedin misfortunes, furround- 
ed on all fides with difficulties, yet chearfully 
bearing up his head, and ftruggling againft 
them with firmnefs and conftancy of mind. 
Certainly to our conceptions fuch objects mutt 
be truly engaging ?--and the reafon of fo a 
e 
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ed an encomium from thisthand is eafy to. be 
guefied; no doubt the wife ef the Heathen - 
philofophers had found, froin obferyation upon 
the life of man, that the many troubles and 
infirmities of his nature, the ficknefles, difap- 
pointments, forrows for the lofs-of children or . 
preperty, with the numberlefs other calamities 
and crofs accidents to which the life of man is 
fubje&, were in themfelves fo great, and{o /ittle 
folid comfort to be adminittered from the mere - 
refinements of philofophy in fuch emergencies, - 
that there was no virtue which required greater 
efforts, or which was found fo dificult to be - 
atchieved upon moral principles; upon mo- - 
Tal principles--which had no foundation to faf- - 
tain this great weight, which the infirmities of 
our nature laid. upon it.. And for this reafon 
"tis obfervable, that there is no fubjeét upon - 
which the moral writers of antiquity have ex- - 
hautted fo much of.their eloquence,..or where 
they have {pent fuch time and pains, asin this - 
of endeavouring to reconcile men. to thefe. 
evils. infomuch, that from thence, in moft- 
modern languages, the patient enduring of af-. 
flictions has by degrees obtained the name of 
philofephy, and almoft monopolized the word 
to itfelf,. as it it was the chief end or compen- 
dium of all the wifdom which philofophy had 
to offer. . And indeed, confidering what lights 
they had, fome of them wrote extremely well ; 
yet, as what they faid proceeded more from 
the head than. the heart, twas generally more 
calculated tofilence aman in his troubles, than 
to convince, and teach him how to bear them. 
And therefore, however fubtle and ingenious - 
their, arguments might appear ia the reading, 
’tis to be feared they loft much of their cificacy, 
K 5 when 
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when tried in the application. If*a man was 
thruft back in, the world by difappointments,. 
or——as was Job’s cafe--had fuftered a fudden, , 
change in his fortunes; from an affluent con- . 
dition was brought down bya train of cruel ac- 
cidents, and pinched. with poverty, --philofo- 
phy would. come in, and* exhort him to ‘ftand 
his ground ;--it would tell: him, that the fame 
greatnefs and ftrength of mind, -which enabled 
him to behave well in the days of his profperi- 
ty, thould equally enable him to behave. well 
in the days of his adverfity;--that it-:was. the 
property-of only weak and bafe fpirits, who 
were infolent in the one, to be-dejeéted and 
overthrown by: the other; whereas great and 
generous fouls were at all-times calm and equal. 
A\s they enjoyed the advantagesof life. with in- 
difference,--théy were ableto refign them with 
the fame temper,--and confequently,__— were 
out of the reach of fortune. . Alkwhich, how- 
ever fine, and likely-to fatisfy the fancy of a 
man at eafe, could convey but little confolati- 
on to a heart already pierced with forrow ;— 
nor is it to. be conceived how an unfortunate 
creature fhould any more receiye relielf from 
fuch a leéture, howeyer juft, than a man 
racked with.an acute fit of the gout or ftone, 
could be fuppofed to be fet free from torture, 
by hearing from his phyfician a nice differtati- 
on upon his cafe. “The philofophic confolati- 
ons in tickneits or in aflli€tions for the death of 
friends and kindred, were juft as efficacious,-- 
and were rather in general to be confidered as 
good fayings than good remedies.—So that, if 
a man was bereaved of a prom¥ing child, in 
whom all his hopes and expectations centered-- 
or a wile was left deftitute to mourn the lofs 

and 
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and protection of a tender hufband, Seneca 
“or Epictetus would tell the penfive parent and 
difconfolate widow,—that*tears:and ‘lamenta- 
tion for the dead were fruitlefs and abfurd ;— 
that to die, was the neceflary and unavoidable 
debt of nature ;---and asit could admitef no * 
remedy——’ twas impiou$ and fooliih te grieve 
and fret themfelves upon it.» Upon ‘fuch-fage ~- 
counfel, as: well as many otherleffons of the — 
fame ftamp, the fame reflection might be ap- 
plied, whichis faid- to have-been made by one 
of the Roman emperors, ‘to one’who adminil- 
‘tered the fame confolations to him_on a like 
occafion--to whom, advifing him ‘to be com~ 
forted, and-make himfelf eaty, fince the event 
had been brought about’ by a fatality, and 
could not be helped,--he replied, - « That 
this was fo far from lefiening his trouble--that 
it was the very circumftance which-occafioned: 
it?’ So that..upon the whole,=-when the true 
value of thefe and: many more of their-current 
arguments have-been weighed and brought to 
the teft———-one is led*to. doubt; whether the 
greateft part of their heroes, the moft renowned, 
foriconftaricy, > were not much more indebted 
to good nerves and ipirits,-or the matural hap: 
py frame of: thetr tempers, for behaving well,” 
thah to: any’extraordinary helps which they 
could be fuppofed to receive from their in- 
ftructors. + And’ therefore 1 thould make’ no 
fcruple to-affert, that one fuch inttance of pa- 
tierice ‘and+refignation‘asthis, which the ferip- 
turé gives usin the perfon of Job, not of one 
moftpompoully declaiming upon the contempt 
of pain and poverty, but of a man funkin the 
loweft condition of humanity,--to behold him, 
when ftripped of -his eftate,-——his wealth, his 
7 friends, 
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friends, his children, — chearfully holding up: 
his head, and entertaining his. hard fortune 
with firmne(s and ferenity,--and this, not from 
a ftoical ftupidity, but a jut fenfe of Gop’s 
providence, and aperfuasion of his juttice and. 
goodnefs in all his dealing ;--fach an example, 
l fay, asthis is of more univerfal ufe, {peaks, 
truer to the heart, than allthe heroic precepts, 
which the pedantry of philofophy has to offer. 
This leads me to the point | aim at in. this. 
difcourfe ;—namely, that there are no princi- 
ples but thofe of religion to be depended an 
in cafes of real ftrefs, and that thefe are able 
to encounter the worlt emergencies, and. to: 
bear usupunder all the changes and chances to. 

which our life is fubject.. 
> Confider then what virtne the very firdt prin- 
ciple of religion has, and. how wondertully it 
ig conducive ta this end;, That there is aGon, 
a powerful, a wife and good being, who firft 
made the world, and continues to govern it ;-- 
by whofe goodnefs all things. are defigned——. 
and by whofe providence al). things are con- 
duéted to bring about the greatett and beft ends. 
The forrowful and pentiye wretch that was 
giving way to his niisfortunes, and mournfully 
fnking wider them, the moment this doCtriine 
comes in to his aid, hufhes all his complaints; 
—and thus {peaks comfort to his foul,—** [t is. 
the Lorn; let him do whatfeemeth himgood: 
+ without his direQion I knew that no evil 
ean -befal me,—without his permifion, that no. 
power caw hurt me 5- it is impottible a be- 
ing fo wife thould miftake my happineis, or 
that a being fo good fhould contradi& it. Lf 
he has denied me. riches or other advantages, 
_—-—perbaps he foredees the gratifying my 
withes. 
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withes would undo me, and by my own abufe 
of them be pervertedto myruin. Tf he hasde- 
mied me the requett of children,—or in his pro- 
vidence has thought fitto take them from me-- 
how can I fay--whether he has not dealt kind.. 
ly with me, and only taken that away which he 
forefaw would embitter and fhorten my days. 
—It does fo, to ten thoufands, where the dif- 
obedience of a thanklefs child has brought 
down the parents grey hairs with forrow to the 
grave. Hashe vilited me with ficknefs, po- 
verty, or other difappointm ents ?-—__carrT ny 
but thefe are bleflings in difguife }—fo many 
different expreffions of his care and concern, 
to difintangle my thoughts from this world, 
and fix them upon another—another, a better 
world beyond this!” This thought opens a 
hew fcene of confolation to the unfortunate ; 
—and as the pertuatfion of a Providence recon- 
ciles him to the evils he has fuffered, this 
profpeé& of a furure life gtves him ftrength to. 
defpife them, and efteem the light affigions 
of his life, as they are not wotthy to be corm- 
pared to what is ‘referved for him hereafter. 
Things are: great er fmall by comparifon— 
and he who looks no further than this world, 
and ballances the account of his joys and fut. 
ferings from that confide ratton, finds all his 
forrows enlarged, and at the clofe of them 
will be apt to look back, and caf the fame fad 
reflection upon the whole, which the patriarch 
diel to Pharach,—«‘That few and evilhad been 
the days of his pilgrimage.” But let him tift up 
his eyes towards heaven, and fledfafily béhold 
the life and immortality of a future ftate,—he 
then wipes away al] tears from off his eyes for 
ever andeyer;+——like the exiled captive, big 

with 
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with the hopes that he is returning home,-—he 
feels not the weight of his.chains, or counts 
the days of his captivity; but. looks forward 
with rapture towards the country . where his 
heart is fled before, 

Thefe are the aids which,religion offers us to+ 
wards the regulating of our {pirit under the 
evils of life :—but like great cordials, they 
are feldom. ufed but on greater occurrences. 
In the lefler evils of life we feem to ftand un- 
guarded—and our peace.and contentment are, 
overthrown, and our happinets broke in upon 
by a little impatience of {pirit, under the crofs 
and untoward accidents we meet with. Thefe 
ftand unprovided for, and we neglect them, 
as we do the flighter.indifpofitions of the body. 
—which we think not worth treating ferioufly 
—and fo leave them to .nature., In good ha- 
bits of the body. this may do, and | would. 
gladly believe, there are {uch good habits of 
the. temper,——tuch a.complexional eafe and 
health of heart,. as may often fave. the patient 
much medicine. .. We are ftill to confider 
that however fuch good frames of mind are got 
—they are worth preferving by all rules; pa- 
tience and contentment,--which, like the trea- 
fure hid in the field, for which a man fold all. 
he had to purchafe,, is of that price, that it 
cannot be had at too great‘’a purchafe,. fince, 
without it, the beft condition, in life cannot 
make us happy, and with it, it isimpoflible we 
thould be miferable even in the wort. Give 
me leave,:therefore, to clofe this difcourfe 
with fome refiefiions upon the fubje&t of acon- 
tented mind, and the duty in man of regulat- 
ing his ipirit, in our way through life ;—a fub- 
jeét in every body’s mouth preached upon 


daily 
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daily. to.our. friends and kindred-.-but ‘too oft 
in fucha ftyle, as to convince the party lec- 
tured only of this truth; that we bear the mis- 
fortunes of -others with.excellent tranquillity; 

I believe there are thoufands. fo extravagant 
in their ideas of contentment, as to imagine 
thatit muft confift in having every thing inthis 
world turn ont the,way they. wifh—that-they 
are to fitdown in happinefs, and feel,them- 
felves fo at cafe at all points, as to defire no- 
thing better and nothing.more. Lown.there are 
inftances of fome, who feem ta pafs through the 
world as if-all their paths had been ftrewed with 
role-buds of delight; but.a, little. experience 
will convince us, ’tis a fatal expeCation to go 
upon. Weare born to trouble; and we may 
depend upon it, whilft we live. in this world, 
we.fhall have it, though with intermiffions,— 
that is, .in whatever ftate,we-are,. we fhall find 
a mixture of good.and evil; and the true way 
therefore tocontentment is, to know how tore- 
ceive thefe certain yicifitudes of life,the returns 
of .goodand evil, ~.fo as neither to be exalted, 
by the one, or overthrown,by the other; but 
to bear ourfelves, towards every thing which, 
happens, with {uch eafe and indifference of 
mind,.as to hazard.as little as may be. , This 
is the true temperate climate. fitted for us by 
nature, and in which,every wife man would 
with to live. Gop knows, we are perpetually 
ftraying out of it, and by giving wings to our 
imaginations, in the tranfports we drame of, 
from -fuch or {uch.a fituation. in life, we are. 
carried away alternately into allthe extremes 
of hot and-cold, for which, as we are neither 
fitted by. nature, or prepared by expectation, 

we 
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we feel them with all theirviolence, and with 
all their danger too. . 

God, for wife reafons, has made our affairs 
in this world almoft as fickle and capricious. 
asourfelves. Pain and pleafure, like light and 
darknefs, fucceed'to each other; and that he 
that knows how to accommodate himfelf to. 
their periodical returns, and can wifely ex- 
tra&t the good from the evil,——knows only 
how to live ;--thigis true contentment, at leaft- 
all that is to be had in this world, and for this 
everyman mutt be indebted not to his fortune, 
but to himfelf. And, indeed, it would have 
been ftrange, if a.duty fo. becoming us as de- 
pendent creatures—and fo neceflary befides to 
our all well-beings, had been placed out of 
the reach ofany in fome meafureto put in prac- 
tice----and for this reafon,. there is fearce any 
lot fo low, but there is fomething in it to fatis- 
fy the man whom it has befallen ; providence 
having fo ordered things that in every man’s 
cup, how bitter foever, there are fome cordial 
drops fome good circumitances, which, if 
wifely extra€ted, are fufficient for the purpofe 
he wants them,--that is, to make him contents 
ed, ‘and if not happy, at leaft refigncd. Ma 
Gop blefs us all with this fpirit, for the fake of 
Jesus Curist. Amen. 
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But Abifiai faid,. Shalbviot Shimei be pui to death 


For this Pammmmnn 


—WT has not agood afpe&t this is the fe- 
_ cond time Abifiai has propofed Shzmei’s 
deitruction ; once in the 16th ‘chapter, ona, 
fudden tranfport of indignation, when Shimez 
curfed David,—*' Why fieuld this dead dog, cried 
Abifiat, curfemy lord theking:? let me go over, £ 
pray: thee, and cut off his head.” This had 
fomething at leaft of gallantry in it ; for in 
doing it, he -hazarded his own ; and befides 
the offender was not oiherwife to be come at: 
the fecond: time, is in the text ;. when the of- 
fender was abfolutely in their power———when 
the blood was cool; and the fuppliant was. 

holding up hishands for mercy. ae 
—Shall not .Shimei,. anfwered. Abifhai, be 
ut to death for this ?. Sounrelenting a puriuit 
looks lefs like! juftice. than revenge, which is 
fo. cowardly a paffion, that it renders Abifhai’s 
firft inftance almoft inconfiftent with thefecond. 
I fhall not endeayonr.ta: reconcile them ; but 
confine. 
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confine the difcourfe fimply to Shimei ; and 
make fuch refle&tions upon his charaéter as may, 
be of ufe to fociety. en ee 
Upon the news of his fon Abfalom’s con-. 
{piracy, David had fled from Jerufalem, and 
rom his own houfe for fafety : the repreten- 
tation given of the manner of it, is truly af- 
fe&ting : never was a f{cene of forrow. 
fo full of diftrefs ! 
The king fled with all his houfhold to fave 
himfelf from the fword of the man he loved : 
he fled with all the marks of humble forrow— 
“* with his héad covered and barefoot ;”? and as, 
he went by the afcent of mount Olivet, the. 
facred hiftorian fays he wept—fome gladfome 
{cenes, perhaps,, which there had pafs’d—— 
fome hours of feftivity he had fhared with Ab- 
falom/in better days, prefled tenderly upon na-= 
ture,—he wept at this fad viciffitude of things : 
—~and all the people that were with him, fmit- 


ten. with-his affiiction, cover’d cach man his head ~ 


weeping as he went wap. _ 

It was.on this occafion, when David had got 
to Bahutim, that Shimei the fon of Gera, as 
we read in the sth verfe, ‘came out ;—was it 
with the choiceft oils he could gather from. 
mount Olivet, to pour into his wounds ? 
Times and troubles had notdone enough; and 
thoucameft out, Shimei, toiadd'ty portion 

SS Andas he came, hecir fed David, ‘and threw 
Stones and caft duft at- him; and thus Said Shimei, 
when he curjed': Go to, thou man of  Belial—thoy 
haft fought blondj—-and behold th0k artcaught in 
thy own mifchief ; for now hath tle Lord return- 
«4 upon thee all the blood of Saul amd his houfe.” 

Thete is no {mall degree’ Of malicious craft 
in fixing upon a feaforto give aimark-of ¢nmi- 


ty 


Nea, 
% 
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ty and ill-will :__, word, a look, which at 
one time would make no impreflion—at anos 
ther time wounds the heart; and like a thaft | 
flying with the wind, pierces deep, which, with 
its own natural force would {carce haye reachs 
ed the obie& APACE Gee meyers ry fe 

This feenvéd to have-heen Shimei’s hopes ; 
but’excefs of malice makes men too uick- 
fighted even’ for their Own purpofe. aeae 
Shimei poffibly have waited forthe ebb of Da. 
vid’s paflions, and till the firft great, conflid 
within had been , Over — then the reproach of 
being guilty of Saul’s blood muft have hurt 
him---his heart was pofictied with other feel. 
ings--it bled for the deadly fting which Abfalom 
had given him--he felt not the indignity of 3 
itranger---«« Behold, my Jin Abfolom, who came 
autof my bowels, feekerh niy life hous much more 
may Shimei do it 2—Lot him alone ; it maybethe Lord 
may look upow my afiiétion, and requite me goad fox 


} 


thes evil? 
An injury unanfwered in courte grows Weary 
of itfelf, and dies away in a voluntary remorfe. 
In: bad difpofitions capable of no. reftraint 
but fear--it has a different effect--the filent di- 
gettion of one wrong provokes a fecend, He 
purfues him with the fame Mvective; and gs 
David and his men went by the Way, Shimed went 
along on the hill"; fide over againfthim; and curfed 
as he went, and cafe duft at him. pee: 
eats 38 oT infolence of hafe minds ‘in fuccefs jg 
boundlefs; and would fearce admit of a com- 
parifon, did not they thémfelvés farnith us. 
with onein the degrees of their abjection when 
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feems to exalt them above the point of cou- 
rage, finks them in others even below cow- 
ardice. . Not unlike fome little particles o 

imatter ftruck off from furface of the dirt 
by funfhine——dance and {port there whilft it 
lafts—but the moment tis withdrawn they 
fall down—for duft they are-——and unto duit 
they will return—whil& firmer and larger bo- 
dies preferve the {tations which nature has 
affigned them, fubje&ted to laws which no 
change of weathercan alter. be 

This laft, did not jeem to be Shimei’s cafe ; 
in all David’s profperity, there is no mention 
made of him—he thrutt himfelf forward into 
the circle and poflibly was numbered amongft 
friends and ret ewitters: 

When the fcene changes, and David’s trou- 
bles force him to leave his houfe in defpair— 
Shimei isthe firft man we hear of, who comes 
out againft him. 

The wheel turns round once more ; Abfo- 
lom is caft'down and David returns ih peace— 
Shimei fuits his behaviour to the occafion, aud 
is the frft man alfo who hatftes to greet him— 
and hadthe wheel turn’d round an hundred 
times, Shimei, I dare fay, in every period of 
its rotation, would have been uppermott. 

O Shimei ! would to heaven when thou watt 
flain; that all thy family had Been flain with 
thee ; and not one of thy refemblance left! 
but ye haye multiplied exceedingly, and re- 
plenifhed the earth ; andif 1 prophecy rightly 
—Ye will inthe end /ubdie it. 

There is not a chara€terin the world which 
has fo bad an influence upon the affairs of it, as 
this of Shimei : whilft power meets with honett 
checks, and the evils of life with honett refuge, 

. the 
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the world will never be undone; but thou, Shi- 
mei, has fapped it at both extremes ; for thou 
corrupteit profperity and ’tis thou who haft 
broken the heart of poverty; and fo long as 
~ Worthlefs fpirits, can be ambitious ones, ’tisa 
charaéter we fhall never want. O! it infefts 
the court--the camp—the cabinet—it infefts 
the church—go where you will—in every quar-~ 
ter, in every profeffion, you fee a Shimei fol- 
lowing the “wheels of the fortunate through 
thick mire and clay. 
vere adalte, Shimei + hafte ; or thou wilt be 
undone for ever—Shimei girdeth up his loins 
and {peedeth after him—behold the hand which 
governs every thing, takes the wheels from 
off his chariot, fo that he who driveth, driveth 
on heavily —__— Shimei doubles his {peed 
——but *tis the contrary way ; he flies like the 
Wind 0’er a fandy defart, andthe place thereof 
fhall know it no more ttay, Shimei ! tis 
your patron —your friend—your benefa&tor ;—~ 
‘tis the man who-has raifed you from the dung- 
hill—’tis all one to Shimei: Shimei is the ba- 
romeéter of every man’s fortune; marks the 
rife and fall of it, with all the variations from 
fcorching ‘hot to freezing cold upon his coun- 
tenance, that the fimile will] admit of. Isa 
cloud upon thy affairs ’—fec—it hangs. over 
Shimei’s brow—hatt thou been {poken for to the 
king or the captain of the hott Without fuccefs ? 
look notinto the court-kalendar—the vacancy 
is fill’d up in Shimei’s face—art thou in debt? 
tho” not to Shimei—no matter—the wortt offi. 
cer of the law fhall not be more infolent. 
What then, Shimei, is the guilt of poverty 
fo black—is it of fo general a concern, that 
thou and all thy family muft rife up as one 
F Its. man 


— 
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man to reproach it ?}—when it loft every thing 
did it lofe the right to pity too? or did he, 
who maketh poor as well as maketh rich, ftrip 
it-of its natural powers to” mollify the, hearts 
and fupple the temper of your race? Trait me, 
ye have much toanfwer for; itis thistreatment, 
which it has ever met with from fpirits like 
yours, which has gradually taught the world 
to look upon it as the greateft of evils, and 
fhun it as the worft difgrace—and what 1s M, 
I befeech you—what is it thatman will net do, 
to’ keep clear of fo, fore an imputation and 
punifhment? is it not, to fly from this, that. 
herifes early—tate takes ref? ; and eats the bread of 
carefulnafs ?—that he plots—contrives—fwears 
--lies—{huffies—puts on all fhapes—tries all 
garments, wears them, with this, or that 
fade outward juft as it favours his efcape. 

They who have confidered our nature,’ af. 
firm, that fhame and difgrace are two of the 
moft infupportable evils of human life's. the. 
cowrage and fpirits of many have maftered 
other misfortunes and borne themfelves up 
againtt them; but the wifeft and bet of fouls. ' 
have not been a match for thefe ; and we have 
many a tragical inftance on record, what 
greater. evils have been run into, merely to 
to avoid this one. 

Without this tax of infamy, poverty, with 
all the burdens it lays upon our fiefh—fo long 
as it 1s/virtuous, could never break the fpirits 
of aman; all itshunger, and painand naked- 
nefs, are nothing toit, they have fome coun-, 
terpoife of good; and befides they are direéted 
by providence, and mutt be fubmitted to: but 
thofe are afflictions not fromthe nand of Gop 
or mature “¢ for they do come forth of the Dust, 

and 
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and moft properly may be faid to /pring out of 
the GROUND, and this is the reafon they lay 
fuch ftrefs pon our patience,—and in the end, 
create fucha diftruft of the world, as makes 
us look up—and pray, Let me fall into thy hands, 
O God! but let me not fall into the hands of men.’? 
. Agreeable to this was the advice of Eliphas 
to Job in the day of his diftrefs ** acquaint 
ihyfelf, {aid he, now with God.’’—indeed his 
poverty feemed to have left him no other: the 
{words of the Sabeans had frightened them 
away—all but a few friends; and of whatkind 
thev were, the very proverb, of 7ob’s comforters 
—fays enough. E 

It is an inftance which gives one greaticons 
cern forhuman nature, “* That a man, who 
always wept for him who was in trouble ;—wihe 
never faw any perifh for want of cloathing —who 
never fuffered the ftranger to lodge in the rect, but 
opened his door to the traveller s—that a man of fo 
good a character,—“* that he never caufed the 
eyes of the widow to fail, or had caten his mor= 
fel by himfelf alone, and the Jatherlefs hed mot 
eaten thereof ; that fuch a man, the moment 
hie fell into poverty, fhould have occafion to 
ery out for quarter,— Have mercy upon mc, O my 
friends! for the hand of God has touched me. 
Gentlenefs and humanity, (one would think) 
would melt the hardeft heart and char the 
fierceitt fpirit; bind up the moft violént hand, 
and {till the moit abusive tongue :—but the ex- 
periment failedin a ttronger inftlance of him, 
whofe meat and drink it was todo usgood; and 
in purfuit of which, whofe whole life was a 
continued fcene of kindnefs and of infults, 
for which we mutt goback to the fume expla- 

Vou. 1V s nation 
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nation with which we fet out, and that is» 


“the fcandal of poverty.—— ; 
“ This fellow, we know not whence he is’ —was’ 


the popular cry of one part; and with thofe - 


who feemed to Know better, the quere, did not 


le(ien the difgrace:—Is not this the carpenter, 


the fon of Mary?—of Mary !—great Gop of 
Lael! What!——of the meaneft of thy ;peo- 


le? /for he had not regarded the low eftate of his’ 


hand-taiden)—and of the pooreft too! (for 
the had not a lamb to offer, but was purified as 
of uturte dove.) 

‘Thatthe Saviour of their nation, cowld be 
poor, and not have where to lay his. head,—- 
rus a crime never to be forgiven: and tho’ the 
purity of his do@rine, and the works which he 


— 


lofes dire@ed in fuch a cafe, by the oblation 


had done in its fupport, were fkrouger argu- 


ments on its fide, than his humiliation could 
be azainit it,—yet the offence fti}l remained ; 
—thev looked for the redemption of Kfrael; 
but rhey would have it only in thofesireams of 
power which filled their imagivation.—— 

Ye who weigh the worth of all things only 
in the goldfmiuh’s balance ?—was this religion 
for you ?—a religion whofe appearance was not 
great and fplendid, but looked thin and mea- 
gre, and whole principles and promifes {hewed 
more like the curfes of the law, than its bleti+ 
ings!—for they called for fufferings and pro- 
nifed ‘little but perfecutions. 

In truth ic is not eafy for tribulation or dif- 
trefs, for nakednefs: or famine, to make many 
converts outof pride; or reconcile a worldly 
heart to the {corn and reproaches, which were 
{ure to be the portion of every one who be- 

Pitee oy lieved 


lieved a myftery fo difcreditedlby the world,'and 
_ to unpalatable to all itspaffions and pleafures. 

But to bring this fermon to its proper con- 
¢lufion. 

If Aftrea or Juftice never finally took her 
leave of the world, till the day that poverty 
firft became ridiculous, it is matter of confola- 
tion, that the Gop of Juaftice is ever over us: 
—that whatever outrages the lownefs of our 
condition may be expofed to, froin a meanand 
undifcerning world,—that we walk in the pre 
fence of the greateft and moft generous of Be- 
ings, who is infinitely removed from cruelty 
and ftraitnefs of mind, and all thofe little and 
ailliberal paffions, with which we hourly infult 
‘each other. 

‘The -worft part of mankind, are not always 
to be conquered—but if they are—‘tis by the 
imitation of thefe qualitics which muft do it: 
—’tis true—as I’ve thewn---they may fail; but 
ftill all is not loft,---for if we conquér not the 
world——~in the very attempts todoiit, we fhall 
at leait conquer ourfelves, and lay the founda- 
tion of our peace (where iteu ght to be) within 
eur own hearts. , 
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2 KINGS XX. 1. 


“And he faidy What have they. feen in thine houfe ? 
And Hezekiah anfwereds, All the things that are 
in my houfe have they feens there is, nothing 
among ft all my teeafures that 1 have nat /hewn 
them, 


— ND where was the harm, you’ll fay, 
in allthis? 

«¢ An eaftern prince, the fon of Baladine, had 
fent meflengers with prefents as far as from Ba~ 
_bylon, to congratulate Hezekiah upon the. re-- 
covery from his ficknefs ; and Hezekiah, who 
was a good prince, acted confitently with 
himfelf: he received and entertained the men 
‘and hearkened unto them, and befors he fent them 
away, he courteoufly thewed them all that was 
worth a ftranger’s curiofity in his houfe and in 
his kingdom, and in this, feemed only to 
have difcharged himfelfof what urbanity or 
the etiquette of courts might require. Notwith~ 
{tanding this, in the verfe which immediately 
follows the text, we find he: had done amifs ; 
and as a punifhment forit, that.all his riches, 
which his forefathers had laid up in ftore un- 
to that day, were threatened to be carried 
away in triumph to Babylon, — the very place 

from whence the.meflengers had come. 
| Le 4 Ahard.. 
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A-hard return ! and what his behaviour does 
not feem toshave deferved. To fet this mat- 
ter in aclear light, it will be neceilary to en- 
large upon the whole ftory, the refletions 
which will arife out of it, as we goalong, may 
help us—at leaft, | hope they will be of ufe on 
their own account. 

After the miraculous defeat of the Affyrians, 
we read in the beginning of this chapter, that 
Hezekiah was fick even unto death, and that 
Good fends the prophet Tfaiah, with the unwcl- 
come niefaze, That he Jiould fet his houfe in or- 
der, for that he fhould die, ad&® not live, ~ 

‘There are many inftances of men, who have 
received fuch news with the greateft eafe of 
mind, and even entertatied the thoughts of it 
with {miles upon their countenances,—and this, 
either from iirength of {pirits and the natural 
chearfulnefs of their temper,—or that, they 
knew the world.—and cared not for it,-or ex- 
petted a better—yet thoufands of good men 
with all the helps of philofophy, and againgl 
all the affurances of a well fpent life, that the 
change mui be to their account, upon the 
approach of ceath haye ftill leaned towards 
this world, and wanted {pirits and refolution 
to bear the fhock of a feparation from it for 
ever. . 

This in fome meafure feemed to have been 
Hezeckiah’s cafe; fortho’ he had walked before 
Gop in truth, and with a perfe& heart, and 
had done that which was good in his fight--yet 
we find that the hay fummons affi@ed him 
greatly ;—that upon the delivery of the mefiage 
he wept fore ;—that he turned his face towards 
the wall, perhaps for the greater fecrecy of 
his devotion, and that, by withdrawing him- 

\ felf 
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felf thus from all external objets, he might 
offer up his prayer unto Gop, with greater 
and more fervent attention. 

~—And he prayed, .and faid,.O. Lorp! Ibe- 
feech thee remember O gee zekiah! How 
couldit thou fear that Gop had forgotten thee? 
or, How couldft thou doubt of his remembrance 
ot thy integrity, when he called thee to re- 
ceive its recompence ! if 


But here it appears of what materials man’ 


is made: he purfues happinefs — and yet is fo 


content with mifery, that he would wander.~ 


for ever in thisdark vale of it—and fay, « J 
is good, Lord! to be here, and to build tabernacles 


of rep. ”~and fo long as we are cloathed with © 


Heth, and nature hasfo great a fhare withinus, 
it is no wonder if that part blaims its right 


and pleads for the {weetnefs of life, notwith-. 


ftanding all its care and difuppointments. 

This. natural weaknefs, no doubt, had its 
weightin Hezekiah’s earneit prayer for ‘Tite; 
and yet from the fuccefs it met with, and the 
immediate change of Gop’s purpofe thereupon, 
it is hard to imagine, but that it muft have 
begn accompanied with fome meritorious and 
more generous motive: and if we fuppofe, as 
fome Have done, that he turned his face tow=- 


ards the wall, becaufe that part of his chamber. 


looked towards the temple, the care ef whofe 
prefervation lay next his heart, we may cons 
fiftently enough give this fenfe to his prayer. 

‘© @ Gop! remember how I have walked be- 
fore thee intruth ;—how much I have done to 
refcue thy religion from error and falfhood ;-- 
thou knowett that the eyes of the world are 
fixed upon me, as one that hath forfaken their 
idolatry, and reftored thy worthip; that I 

Ls ftand 
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ftand in the midft of acrooked and corrupt ge= 
neration, which looks thro’ all’ my actions, 
and watches all events which happento me: if, 
now they fhall fee me {natched away in the 
midft of my daysand fervice, how will thy great . 
name fuffer in my extinétion? Will not the 
heathen fay, This it is, to ferve the Gop of | 
Tfrael ! How faithfully did Hezekiah walk 
before him ?--What enemiés did he bring ure 
himfelf, in too warmly promoting his worthip, 
and now when the hour of fickne{s and diftrefs 
came uponhim, and he moft wanted the aid of 
his Gop: behold now he was forfaken !” 

It is not unreafonable,. to afcribe from fuch 
pious and more difinterefted, motiye to Heze- 
kiah’s defire of life, from the iflue and fuccefs 
ofhis prayer.——for it came to pafs before Lfaiah 
had gone out inta the mbddle court, that the word 
of the Lord came to him, faying, Turn again and 
tell Hezekiah I have heard his prayer, Ihave feen | 
his tears, and behold Iwill hail him. . 

It was upon this occafion, as we read in the 
12th verfe of this chapter, that Baradock-bar 
ladan, fon of Baladine king of Babylon, fent 
létters and a prefent.unto. Hezekiah: he had 
heard the fame of his ficknefs and recovery; 
for as the Chaldeans were great fearchers into 
the fecrets of nature, efpecially into the moti- 
ons ef the celeftial bodies, in all probability 
they had taken notice at that diftance, of the 
{trange appearance of the fhadow’s returning 
ten degrees backwards upon their dials, and 
inquired and learned upon what account, and 
in whofe fayour fuch a fign was given; fo that 
this aftronomical miracle, befides the political 

motive 
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motive which it would fuggett of courting fuch 
a favourite of heaven, had been fufficient by 
itfelf to have led a curious people as far as Je-. 
rufalem; thatthey might fee the man for whote 
fake the fun had forfook his courfe.. 

And here we fee how hard it is to ftand the 
fhock of profperity,—and how moch truer a 
proof we give of our ftrength in that extreme. » 
of life, than in the other. 

Inallthe trials of adverfity, wefindthat He-: - 
zekiah behaved: well,--nothing unman’d himdén - 
when befiged by the affyrian: hoft, which ihut. 
him up in Jerufalem, and threaten’d Jiis dei- 
truction, he ftood-unfhaken and depended 
upon Gon’s fuccour. -Whencatt down upon his 
bed of ficknefs,. amd: threatened with death,: 
he meekly turned his face. towards the wall, 
wept amd prayed, and depended upon -Gov’s: 
mercy: but no fooner does profperity return: - 
upon him, andthe’ meffengers froma farcoun=. 
try. come to pay-the flattering homage due to. 
his greatnefs,-and the extraordinary felicity of: 
his lifep-but“he turns giddy, and tinks under 
the weight-ef his fortune, and with a tran{- / 
port unbecoming awile man upon ite? tishdids? - 
he hearken’d unto the meu, and fhew’d them ° 
all the-houfe of his precious things, the filver : 
andthe gold, the fpices and the precious oint- : 
ments, and all. the houfe of. hisarmour, and 
allbthat was found ia-his treafures; that there: 
was nothing in his houfe, nor in his domini- «- 
ons, that Hezekiah fhew’d them-not; for tho’ 
itvis not exprefsly faid here, (tho’ it isin the 
parallel paflage in» Chronicles) nor is he 
charged by the prophet, that he did this outof - 


yanity and weak tranfport.ot oftentation;——— * 
yst yh. 
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yet as we are fure, Gop could not be offended 
but where there was a real crime, we might 
reafonably conctude that this was his, and 
that he, who fearches into the heart of man, 
beheld that his was. corrupted with the blef- 
tings he had given him; and that it was jut 
“to make what was the occafion of his pride, 
become the inftrument of his punifhment, by 
decreeing, that all the riches he had laid up 
in ftore watil that day, {hould be carried away 
in triumph to Babylon, the very place from 
whence the meflengers had come who had been 
eye-witnefles of his folly. 

«© Hezekiah! How couldft thou provoke 
Gop to bring this judgment upon thee? How 
could thy fpirit, all meek-and gentle as it was, 
have ever fallen into this fnare? Were thy 

“treafures rich as the earth,---What! was thy 
heart fo vain as to be lifted up-therewith ? Was 
. wot all that was valuable in the world----nay, 
was not heaven itfelf almoft at thy command | 
whilt thou waft humble? and, hew was it, 
that thou couldft barter away all this, for what 
was lighter than a bubble, and defecrate an ac- 
tion fo full of courtefy and kindnefs as thine 
appeared to be, by tuffering to take its rife 
from fo polluted a fountain ?’’ 

There is fearce any thing which the heart 
more unwillingly bears, than an analyfis of this 
kind, 

We are a ftrange compound ; and fomething 
foreign from what charity would fufpedt, fo 
eternally twifts itfelf into what we do, thatnot 
only in momentous concerns, where interett 
1 fts under it all the powers of difguile, but 
evn in the mott indifferent of our aétions,— 
Lot worty a fallacy--by force of habit, we 

continue 
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continue it; fo that whatever a man is about, 
obferve him,--he ftands arm’d infide and 
out with two motives; an oftenfible one for 
the world, with another which he referves for 
his own private ufe;—-this, you may fay, the 
world has no concern with: it, might have been 
fo; but by obtruding the wrong motive upon 
the world, and ftealing from it a pnb ee 
inftead of winning one ;--we.give ita-right and 
temptation aleng with it, to inquire: into. the 
affair.. 

The motive ofthe one for doing it, are often 
little better than the others for deferving it. Let 
usfeeif fome focial virtue may net be extratt- 
ed fromthe errorsof both the one andthe other... 

Vanity bidsall her fons to be generous and 
brave,-——and her daughters to be chafte and 
courteous.——But why do we want her inftruc- 
tions >—Afk the comedian who is taught a part 
he feels not. eee ; 

Is it that the principles of religion want 
ftrength, or that the real paffion. for what is. 
goodand worthy will not carry ushigh enough? 
—Gop ! thou knoweft they carry us too high 
-~we want not to be+but to /eem 

Look out of your door,—take notice of that 
man: fee what difquieting, intriguing and 
f{hifting, he is content to go through, merely 
to be thought a man of plain dealing -—three 
grains of honefty would fave him all this trou- 
ble ;————alas! he has them not. 

Behold a fecond, under a fhew of picty hi- 
ding the impurities of a debauched life :--he is 
jut entering the houfe of God : would he 
was more pure—or lefs pious:——~but then he_ 


Obferye 


~ 


-could not gain his point. 
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Obferve athird going on almoft in the fame 
track,—with what an inflexible fandlity of de- 
portment, he fuftains himfelf as he advances ¢ 
—every line in his face denotes abitinence ; 

- every ftride looks like a check upon his 
defires : fee, I befeech you, how he is cloak’d 
up with fermons, prayers and facraments ; and 
fo bemuffled with the externals ‘of religion,’ . 
that he has not a~hand to fpare for-a worldly: 
purpofe ;—he has armour at leaft—Why does: 
he putit on? is there no ferving Gop without: 
all this? Muft the garb of religion be extend- 
ed fo wide to the danger of its rending *—Yes, 
truly, or it: will not hide..the fecret-————- - 
and, What isthat ? § 

—That the faint has no religion at all 

—But here comes GENEROSITY; giving—>. 
not to a decayed artift—but to the arts and {ci-' 
ences themfelyes.—See,---heé builds not a cham-~ 
ber in the wall apart for-the prophet ; but whole: 
{chools and colleges for thofe who come after.-: 
Lorn ! how they will magnify his name ! 
’tis in capitals already ; the firft—the highett, ° 
in the gilded rent-roll-of every: hofpital and« 
afylum. ; 


One honeft ‘tear fhed in private: over ~ 
the unfortuuate, is worthit all. ~ 

What a problematic: fet -of creatures does: 
fimulation make us!. Who would divine that 
all that anxiety and coacern fo: vifible in the » 
airs of one half ‘of-that great aflembly fhould 
arife from nothing elfe, but-thattheother half : 
of itmay think thenrto-be men of eonfequence, 
penetration, parts and condud ? 
What a noife amongft the claimants about it? 
Behold Humility, out of mere pride, 


and - 
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and honefty almoft.out of. katie = 

Chafiity, never once in harm’s way,—and c cou- 
rage, like a Spanith foldier upon an Aealian 
ftage—a bladder full of wind. 

—Hark! that, the found of that trumpet,— 
let not my foldier run,—’tis fome good Chrif- 
tian giving alms. O,.Piry, thou gentleft of 
human paffions | foft and tender are thy notes, 
and ill accord they with fo loud an inftrument. 

Thus fomething jars, ,and will for ever jar 

in thefe cafes : impofture i is all diffonance, let 
what mafter foever of it undertake the patt, ; 
let him harmonize and modulate itas he may, 
one tone will contradi& ‘another ; and whilft 
we have ears to hear, we {hall diftinguifh it : 
tis truth only, which is confiftent and ever in, 
harmony with itfelf : it fits upon our lips, like 
the natural notes of fome melodies, .Teady to, 
drop out, whether we will or.no, ;.it racks no, 
invention to let ourfelves alone, ——and needs, 
fear.no critic, to have the fame excellency in, 
the heart which appears in the ation. 

It is a pleafing allutfion the, {cripture, makes 
ufe of in calling us fometimes a houfe, and; 
fometimes a temple, according to the more or, 
lefs exalted: qualities of the. fpiritual gueft 
which is lodged within. us; whether this is the,’ 
prevife ground .of the, diftingtion, I will not 
athrm ; but thus. much may. be faid, that, if 
we are to be.temples, ,’tis truth and finglenefs 
of heart which muft make the dedication : ’tis . 
this which mutt firft diftinguith them from the, 
unhallowed pile, where dirty tricks and impo- 
fitions are practifed by the hoft upon the tra-, 
veller, who tarries but for a mument and re~. 
turns not again, 


We. 
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We all take notice, how clofe andreferved 
people are: but we do not take notice at the 
fame time, that every one may have fomething - 
to conceal, as well ‘a8 ourfelves ; and that we 
.ate only marking the diftances, and taking the 
meafures of felf-defence ftom each other, in 
the very inftatices we complain of : this is fo 
true, that there is fearce any charatter fo rare, 
_asa than of areal open and generous integrity, . 
who ¢arries—his heart in his hand,—who fays 
the thing he thinks; and does the thing he 
pretends. Tho’ no onecan diflike the charac- - 
ter,--yet, difcretion genérally fhakesher head, 
and the world foon lets Him into the reafon- 

“< O that I had in the wilderne/s a lodging of 
way-faring ment that I might leave fuch a people 
and 0 from them.” Where is the man ofa nice 
fenfe of truth and ftrong feelings, from whoin . 
the duplicity of the-world, has not at one time - 
ot othet wrung the fame wilh ; and where lies 
the wildernefs to which fome one has not fled, 
from the fame melancholy impulfe ? 

Thus much for thofe who give occafion to 
be thought ill of :-—let us fay a word .or two 
unto thofe who take it. 

But to avoid all common-place cant, as 
much as I can on this head,—1 will forbear to 
fay, becaufe-f donot think it,——that’tis a 
breach of Chriftian charity to think or {peak 
evil of our neighbour, &Xc. 

We cannot avoid it: our opinions mutt fol- 
low the evidence ; atid we are perpetually in 
fuch engagements and fituations, that ’tis out 
duties to fpeak what our opinions are-——but 
Gop forbid that this ever fhould be done, but 
from its beft motive—the fenfe of what is due 
Lo virtue, governed by difcretion and the ut- 

moft 
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mott fellow-feeling : were we to go on other- 
wife, beginning with the great broad cloak of 
hypocrify, and fo down through all its little 
trimmings and facings, tearing away without 
mercy all that looked feemly;—we fhould leave 
‘but a tatter’d world of it. a 

But I confine what I have'to fay to a cha 
ra&ter lefs equivocal, and which takes up too 
much room in the world : it is‘that of thofe, 
who froma general diftruft of all that looks 
difinterefted, finding nothing to blame in an 
action, and perhaps much to admire in it, —— 
immediately fall foul upon its motives : Does 
Fob ferve God for nought ? What a vile infinu- 
ation! befides, the queftion was not, whether 
job was arich man or a poor.man ; but, 
whether he was a manof imtegrity or no? and 
the appearances were flrong’on his fide : indeed 
it might have been otherwife ; it was poffible 
Job might be intincere, and the devil took ad- 
vantage of the die for it. 

It is a bad pitture, and done- by a terrible 
matter, and yet we are always copying it. Does 
aman from real conviction of heart forfake 
his vices '—the pofition isnot to be allowed,— 
no ; hisvices have forfaken him. 

Does. a pure virgin fear Gop and fay her 
prayers : fhe is in her climaéteric. 

Does humanity cloath and educate the un- 
known orphan ?—Poverty ! thou haft’no ge- 
nealogies :—fee! is he not the father of the 
child ? Thus dowe rob heroes of the beft part 
of their glory—their virtue. Take away tie 
motive of the act, you take away all that is 
worth having in it ; wreft it to ungenerous 
ends, you load the virtuous man who did it, 
with infamy ;—undo it all——l befeech you: 

give 
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give him back his honour,—reftore the jewet 
you have taken from him,—replace him in the 
eye of the world it is too late. 
It is painful to utter the reproaches which 
fhould come in here. IT will truft them with 
yourfelves: in coming from that quarter, they 
will more naturally produce fuch fruits as will 
not fet your teeth on edge for they-will be 
the fruits of love and good will, to the praife 
“ii ie and the happinefs of the world, which 
Win. . 
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And it-cameto pafs- in. thofe:days, when there-was 
no king in dfrael,'that there was a certain Le- 
wite fosourning onthe fide of ALount. Ephraim, 
who took unto him:a concubine. 


-— A CONCUBINE !—but the text ac- 
 £&-counts for it, for in thofe days there 
was no king in Ifrael,-and the Levite, you will 
fay, like. every other man in. it, did what was 
right in his own eyes,--and fo, you may add, 
did this conenbitie too—for fle played: the whore 
againf? him, and went.away. 
Then fhame and grief gowith her, and 
wherever fhe fecks a:fhelter, may the hand of 
juftice fhut the door againtt ler. 

Not fo.; for fhe went-unto her father’s houfe 
in Bethlehem-fudah, and was with him four 
whole months. Bletled interval for meditati- 
on upon the ficklenefsand vanity of this world 
and its pleafures ! I fee:the holy man upon his 
kaces, With hands comprefied to his bofom, 
and with uplifted-eyes, thanking heaven, that 
the objeé which had fo long fhared his affec- 
tions, was fled. 

‘The text gives a different picture of his fitu 
ation, for he aroje und went ofter her to fpeak 
friendly to her. and.to bring her back again, hav - 
ing his fervant with him, and a couple of affes ; 
and fhe brought him unto her father’s houfe ; and 
when the father of the damfel faw him, he rejoiced 
to meet him. 

A moft fentimental group! you’lfay :and 
fo itis, mv goodcommentator, the world talks’ 
of every thing: give but the outlines of a fto- 
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ry,—let /pleen or prudery {natch the pencil, and 

they will finifh it with fo many hard ftrokes, 

and with fo dirty a colouring, that candour and 

courte/y will fit in torture as they look at it» 

Gentle and virtuous {pirits! ye who know not 

what it is to be rigid interpreters, but of your’ 
own failings, to you, | addrefs myfelf, the 

unhired advocates for the conduét of the mif- 

guided, whence it is, that the world istiot 

more jealous of your office? How oi ett a 

ye repeat it, ** That fuch.a one’s doing fo or 

fo,’ is not fufficient evidence by ‘itfelf to’ 
overthrow the accufed? That oura@ions ftand 

furrounded 'with a’ thoufand -circumftances 

which do not prefent themfelves at firft fight ; 

—that the fprings and motives which impell’d 

the unfortunate, lie deeper ftill ;—and that of 
the millions which every hour are arraign’d, 

thoufands of them ntay have erred merely from 

the Aead, and been actually outwitted into evil ; 

and even when fram the heart,—that the dif- 
ficulties. and temptations ander which they ast- 

ed, the force of the pafiions, the fuitablenefs 

of the obje&t, and the manyitruggles of virtue 

batore fhe fell, may be fo many appeals from 

juttice to the judgmeat feat of pity. 

Here then let us {tip-a moment, and give 
the ftory of the Levit¢ and his Concubine a 
fecond hearing. like all cthers, much of it 
depends upon the telling; and as the Scripture 
has left us no kind of comment upon it, ’tis 
a flory on which the heart cannot be ata lofs 
for what to fay, or the imagiaation for what to 
fuppofe—-—— the danger is, humanity may fay 
too much: . 

And it came to pals in thofe days when there was 
no king in Ifrael, that a-certain Levit /cjeurning 

: on 
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vn the fide of Mount Ephraim, took unto him/felf a 


Concubine. 

Q-Abraham, thou father of the faithful! if 
this was wrong, Why didft thou fet fo enfnar- 
ing an-example before the eyes of thy defcen- 
dants? and, Why did the Gop of Abraham, the 
Gop of Ifaac and Jacob, blefs fo often the 
feed of fuch intercourfes, and promite to mul- 
tiply and make princes come out of them. 

Gop can difpenfe with his own laws; and 
accordingly we find the holiett of the patri- 
archs, and others in Scripture whofe hearts 
cleaved moft unto Gop, accommodating them- 
felves.as wellas they could to the difpentfation: 
that Abraham had Hagar; that Jacob, befides 
his twoaives Rachael and Leath, took alfo 
wnto him Zilpah and Bilhah, from many of 
the tribes defcended: that David had feven 
wives and ten concubines; Rehobeam, fixty ; 
and that, in whatever cafes it became reproach- 
able, it feemed not fo much the thing itfelf, 
as the abufe of it, which made it fo; this was 
remarkable in that of Solomon, whofe excels 
became an infult wpon the privileges of man- 
kind; for by the fume plan of faxury, which 
made it necetiary ta have forty thouiand ftalls 
of horfes; he had unfortunately mifcalculated 
his other wants, and fo had feven hundred 
wives, and three hundred concubines. 

Wife—deluded man! was it not that thou 
madeft fome. ame ids for thy bad preét.ce, by 
thy good preaching, what had becaine of thee ! 
~——three hrndred--butlet us turnafide, | be- 


ri 


fgech thee, from fo bad a fiumbling block. 
The Levite had but one. ‘I he Hebrew word 
imports a Woman a concubine, or a wile a 
concubine, to diftinguifh her from the more 
. infem ous 
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‘infamous fpecies, who came under the roofs. 
of the licentious without principle. .Our an- 
notators tell us, that in Jewifh @economicks, 
thefe differ’d little from the wife, except in 
fome outward ceremonies and ftipulations, but 
agreed with her in all the true fh Sane of mar~ 
riage, and gave themfelves up to the huiband, 
(for fo he as -call’d) with faith plightedy.and: 
fentiments, and with affection. CAR 

Such a one the Levite wanted to fhare his fo- 
litude, and fill up that uncomfortable blank 
in the heart in fuch a fituation; fo notwith- 
ftanding all we meet with ‘in books, in many 
of which, no doubt, there are a good many 
handfome things faid upon the fweets of retire- 
ments So... Yet ttill, ‘ii is not good for 
‘man to be alone.” nor can all which the cold- 
hearted pedant ftuns our ears with upon the 
fubjeét, ever give one anfwer of fatisfaGtion 
to the niind; in the midft of the loudeft vaunt- 
‘ings of philofophy, Nature will have her 
yearnings for fociety and friendfhip. A good 
lieart wants fome obje&-to be kind to, andthe 
bett parts of our blood, and the purett of our 
{pirits fuffer moft under the deftitution. _ 

Let the torpid Monk feck, heaven comfort- 
lefs and-alone—Gon {peed him! For my own 
part, | fear, I fhould never fo find the way: 
let me be wife and religious, but let me be 
Man: wherever thy Providence places me, or 
whatever be the road [ take to get to thee, 
give me fome companion in my journey, be 
it only to remark to, How our fhadows lengthen 
as the fun goes down; to whom’ I may fay, 
How: frefh is the face of nature! How {weet 
the flowers of the ficld! How delicious are 
thete ‘fruits. 

Alas! 
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Alas! with bitter herbs, like hispaffover, did 
the Levite eat them: foras they thus walked 
the path of ‘life together, fhe wantonly turned 
afide into another, and fled from him. 

It is the mild and quiet halt of the world, who 
are generally outraged and borne down by the 
other half of it- but inthis they have the ad- 
vantage ; whatever be the fenfe of their wrongs, 
that pride ftands: not fo watchful a centinel 
over their forgivenefs, as it does in the breatts 
of the fierce and froward: we fhould all of us, 
I believe, be more forgiving than we are, 
would the world but give us leaves butit isapt 
to interpofe its ill offices in temiffions, efpeci- 
ally of this kind: the truth is, it has its laws, 
to which the heart is not always a party ; and 
d&ts fo like an unfeeling engine in all cafes with- 
out diftintion, that it requires all the firmnefs 
of the moft fettled humanity tobear up againftit. _ 

Many a bitter confli@ would the Levite have 
to fuftain with himfelf, hisConcubine, and the 
fentiments “of his tribe, upon the wrong done 
him: much matter for pleading, and many an 
embarraffing account on all fides: in a period 
of four whole months, every paffion would take 
itsempire by turns; and in the ebbs and dows 
of the lefs unfriendly ones, Prry would find 
fome moments to be heard, RELrGiIon hertelf 
wouldnotbe filent, CuHarity would have much 
to fay; and thusattuned, every objet he beheld 
on the borders of Mount Ephraim, every grot 
and grove he patied by, would folicit the recol- 
le@ion of former kindnefs, and awaken an advo- 
cate in her behalf, more powerful than them all. 
~*¢] erant—I grant it all,’’ he would cry, ’tis 
foul! tis faithlefs! “but why is the decor or 
mercy to be fhat for ever againft it? and, why 
Vor. LV $ M is 
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is it to be the only fad crime that the injured . 
May not remit, or reafon or imagination pals 
over withoutafcar? Is it the blackeft? In what 
catalogue of human offences is it fo’ marked ?. 
Or, isit, that of all others, ’tis a blow mott 
grievous to be endured? the heart cries 
out, Itisfo, but letme-afk my own, What 
paffions are they which gaye edge and force to 
this weapon which has’ itruck me?: and,‘ whe- 
ther it.is: not my qwn pride, as much as'my 
virtues, which’atthis: moment excite the great- 
ett part of that intolerable anguifh.inthe wound 
which lam laying to-hercharge ? But merciful 
heaven ! -was it-otherwife, why is:an unhappy 
‘creature of thine‘to~pe perfecuted byame with 
fo much cruel revenge and rancorous defpite 
as my firft tranfport called for?. Have faults no 
extenuations ?—Makes it nething, that, when 
the trefpafs was committed, fhe forfook the 
partner of her guilt,.and fled direétly to” her 
father’s houfe? And is there no difference be- 
twixt one propenfively going out of the road 
and continuing there, thro’ depravity of will, 
cand a haplefs wanderer ftraying by delufion, 
-and warily treading back her fteps? Sweet is the 
‘look of forrow for.an offence, ina heartde- 
“termined «never to commit it more! Upon 
‘that altar only, could | offer up my wrongs. 
Cruel is the -punifhment which an_ ingent- 
‘ous mind will take upon itfelf, from the re- 
morfe of fo hard-a trefpafs againit me, and 
it that will not balance the account, juit 
Gop ! let me forgive the reft. Mercy well be- 
comes the heart of all thy creatures, but poe 
+ 
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of thy fervant, a Levite, who offers up fo ma- 
ny daily facrifices to thee, for the tranfgreffi- 
ons of thy people. 

** But to little purpofe, he would add, have 
T ferved at the altar, where my bufinefs was to 
fue for mercy, had I not learned to pradtife 
it, 

Peace and happinefs rett upon the head and 
heart of every man who can thus think. 

So he arofe, and uvent after her to Speak friendly 
to her, in the original, “ to {peak to her hearty 
to apply to their former endearments, and to 
atk, how the could be fo unkind to him, and 
fo very unkind to herfelf? 

Even the upbraidings of the quict andre- 
lenting are {weet: not like the ftrivings of the 

tce and inexorable, who bite and devour all 
Who hath thwarted them in their way; but 
they are calm and courteous like the fpiric 
Which watches over their chara@er: How 
ould fuch a temper woo the damfel and not 
ting her back? or How could the father of 
he damfel, in fucli a f{cene, haveaheart open 
0 any impreffions, but thofe mentioned in the 
ext; That when he Saw him, he rejoiced to meet 
Jin ; urged his a from day to day, with that 
aot irrefiftable of all invitations, « Comfort thy. 

Cart, and tarry all night, and let thine po be 

erry. hi 

lf Mercy and Truth thus met together in fet. 

ing this account, Lowe would furely be of 

le party : great, great isits power in cementing’ 
hat has been broken, and Wiping out Wrongs 

fen. from the memory itfelf: and fo it was, 


for 
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for the Leyite arofe up, and with him his Co 
cubine and his fervan and they departed. 
It ferves to no purpots to purfue the fto 
further; the cataftrophe is horrid; and wouy 
lead us beyond the particular purpole 
which I have enlarged upon thus much \of 
and that is, to difcredit rath judgment, and 
luftrate from the manner a conduéting t 
drama, the courtefy which the dramatis perfo 
of every other piece, may have a right 
Almoft onc half of ourtime is fpent in telli 
and hearing ill of one another; Jome unfo 
nate knight is always upon this flage, a 
every hour brings forth fomething ftrange a 
terrible to fill ap our difcourfe and our alt 
nifhment, *¢ How people can be fo fooli 
and ’tis wellif the compliment ends. there: 
that there is not a focial virtue for which th 
is fo conftant a demand; oF, confequently, 
well worth cultivating, as that which oppo: 
this unfridndly current — many and rapid 
the fprings which feed it; and various and 
den, Gop knows, are the guits which ren¢ 
it untafe toons in this fhort pa(lage of our li 
jet us make the difcourfe as ferviceable as | 
can, by tracing fome of the most remarka] 
of them, up to their fource. 
And firft, there is one mifsrable inlet to. 
evil, and which by the way, if {peculation 
fuppoted to precede pradtice, may have b 
derived, for aught P know, from fome of ¢ 
bufiest enquirers after mature ; and that 
when with more zéat then knowledge, we 
count for phenemena, betore we ‘are fure) 


\* 
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their exiften 
to condemn any man to 
_ martyred) faid Feftus ; 


any man before it hear him, 


cried Nic 


ce. It isnot the matter of the Romans 
death, (much lefs to be. 
‘and doth our law judge 
and know what he doth. 


odemus; and he that anfwereth, Or de- 


- termineth, @ matter before he has heard it, itis 


folly and a fhame unto him. Weare generally in 


fuch a hafte to make. our.decrees, that we pafs 
over the juftice of thefe, an 
fo changed by it, that ’tis our folly only which 


is real, and thato 


d then the feene 1S.s 


f the accufed, which is ima- 


einary: through too much precipitancy, it will 


happen fo ; andthent 
ave ctiticifed our own fhad 


he jeft. is fpoiled, or we © 


ow: 


A fecond way is, when the progrefs goes on = 
erly, and we begin with vetting infor- 


more ord 


mation, but d 


‘ees, agal 
when he 


o it from thofe fufpected eviden- 


nf which our SAVIOUR warns US, - 


bids “ not tojudge 


aécording to: appear~— | 


avce: in truth, us behind thefe, that rioft of 


the things which 


blind-human judgment, lie 


concealed, andon the contrary, there are ma- 
which appear to be, which are not— 


ny things 


Chrift came eating a 


nd -drinkingy — behold a wine- 


bibber | Wwe fat with fnners ; he was theirfriend: ~ 


Lin im 


“a modett 


prefs herfelf forwat 


“—— grou 
the libel, 
udgment 


‘mifcondn 


y 


any cafes of which kind, Truth, like 
matron, fcorns. art,- and difdains te 


-dsintothe circle to be feen> 


nd fufficient for fu/picion to draw 3 
for Malice to give the torture, orrafh. . 


to ftart up-and pals a final fentence. 
A third way is, when the 


&j) are lets difputa 
Bi Sythe bee UMS 


fa&ts which denote - 
ble, but are com- 
mented, 
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mented upon with an afperity of cenfure, whic! 
a humane or a gracious temper would fpare: 
an abhorrence againgt what is criminal, is. {c 
fair a plea for this, and looks fo like virtue in 
the face, that in a fermon againft rath judg, 
ment, it would be unfeafonable to call it in 
queftion; and yer, J declare, inthe fulleft.tor- 
‘ent of exclamations which. the guilty can de- 
ferve, that the imple apoftrophe, “ Who 
made me to differ: why was.not lan example ??” 
would touch my heart more, and give me a 
better earneft of the commentators, than the 
moit corrofive period could add. The punish- 
ment of the unbappy, I fear, is.énough with- 
eutit; and wereit not, 'tis piteous, the tongue 
ofa Chriftian, whofe religion is all candour and 
cowrtefy, fhould be made the executioner. 
We find-in the difcourfe between Abrahany 
2nd the rich Many tho’ the one was in heaven, 
and the other in: hell, yet fill the. patriarch 
treated him with mild language : Son! Sons 
remember that thou. in thy life time, &c. &e. and 
in the difpute about the body of Mofes, be~ 
tween the Archangel and the devil, (himfelf), 
St. Jude tells us, he durft not bring a railing 
acculation againft him; ‘twas unworthy his. 
high Gharactec, and indeed, might have been 
impolitic too; for if he had, (as one of our dix 
vines notes upon the paffage) the devil had been 
_too hard for him at railing, ’twas his own wea- 
pon, and the bafeft {fpirits, after his example, 
are the moft expert at it. 
This leads me to the obfervation of a fourth 
ervel inlet into this evil, andthat is, the defire 


of 


6S ER M ON RVI *' 172 
of being thought men of wit and parts, and 
the title, by fhrewd and farcaftick reflections 
upon whatever is done in the world>. This is 
fetting np trade upon the broken ftock of other 
people’s failings,—pethaps their misfortunes : 
“fo much good may’t do them with what ho- 
nour theycan get,--the furtheft extent of which, 
I think, is to be praifed, as..we do fome fau- 
ces, with tears in our eyes : It is a commerce 
mott illiberal; and asit requires no vaft.capital, 
too many embark in it, and fo long as there 
are bad paffions to be gratified, and bad. heads 
to judge, with fuch it may pafs for wit, or at 
leat like fome vile relation, whom all the fa- 
mily is afhamed of, claim kindred with it, even 
in better companies.- W hatever.be.the degree 


the vain expectation of coming honeftly by, 


of its affinity, it has helped to give wit a bad 


name, asif the raain efience, of it was fatire=: 


certainly there isa difference between Ritter> — 


nefs and Saltne/s, that is, between the maligni- 
ty and feftivity of wit, the ome isa mere quick- 
nefs of apprehefion, yoid of humanity, and is 
a.talent of the, devil ;, the other.comes down 
from the father of fpirits, fo pure and abftraat- 
ed from perfons, that willingly ithurts no man; 
orif it touches upon an. indecorum, ’tis with 
that dexterity of true genius, which enables 
bim rather to give anew colour to the abfurd- 
ity, and let it pafs, « He may {mile at the fhape 
of the obelifk raifed to another’s fame, but the 
malignant wit with level. it at once with the 


ae 


round and buildthis own upon the ruins of it~ 


~ What then. ye rath od ei of the world ! 


4 Have-: 


\j 
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Have ye no manfions fot your crédit, bur thofe 
from whence you have extruded the right own+ 
erst, Are there no regions for you to thine imy 
that ye defcend for it, into the low caverns of 
abufe and crimination ? Huveye no feats —~-» 
but thofe of the feornful to fit down in eit 
Ffononr has miftook hig road, or the Virines in 
their exceffes have approached too near the 
confines of Vicer, are they therefore to be caft 
down the precipice ? Mutt Beauty for ever 
be trampled upon in the ditt for one one 
falfe ftep? And fhall no one virtue or good 
quality, out of the thoufand the fair penitent 
may have left, fhall net one of them be 
fuifered to ftind by. her—Juft Gop of Heaven 
and Earth ! 
But thou art merciful, loving and righteous, 
and lookeft down with pity upon thefe wrongs 
thy fervants do’unto each other: pardon us, . 
we befeech tice, for-them, and aH our tranf- 
greffions ; Iet-it not be reinembéred, that we 
were brethren of the fame fleth, the fame feel- 
ings and infirmities. O my Gon! write it not 


‘down in thy book, that thou madeft us mer: 


ciful, after thy own image ; that thow. haft 
given usa religion fo courteous, fo: good teny- 
pered, that every precept’ of it carries a balm. 
along with it to heal the forenefé of our ‘na. 
tures, and fweeten our fpirits, that we might 


_ Hive with fach kind: intercourfe in this world, 


as. will fit us to exift together in a better. 
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Acts xxiv. 26. ~ 


He hoped alfa, that. money frould have been given 
him of Paul, that he might loofe him. 


NOBLE obje& totake up the confidera- : 
tion of the Roman.governor. 4» 

—‘* He hoped that money fhould-have been given - 
him |’’--For what end ?4to enablehim to judge © 
betwixt right and wrong !---and, From whence 
was itto be wrung? from the poor fcrip of a 
difciple of the carpenter’s fon, who left nothing: 
to his followers but poverty and fufferings. 

And was this I’elix !—the..great,..the noble - 
Felix! --Felix the happy !---the gallant lelix 
who kept Drufilla !——-Could he .do this ?— 
bafe paifion ! what can’il.thou not.make us do? 

Let us confider the whole tranfaction. 

Paul, in. the beginning of this chapter had ~ 
been accufed before Felix, by Tertullus, of ve-. 
ry griveous crimes,---of being a peftilent fel- 
low---a mover .of feditions, and a prophaner 
of the temple,:&c. » To which .accufations, 

-the apoftle having liberty from Felix to reply, 
he makes his.defence from the 1othto the 2ad 
verle, 
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verfe, to this purport. He fhews him firft, that 
the whole charge was deftitute of all proof ;. 
which be openly challenges them to produce- 
againit him, if they hadit ; thaton the con- 
trary, he was fo farfrom being the man, Ter- 
tallus had reprefented that the very principles. 
of the religion with which he then ftood char- 
ged, and which they called herefy, led him to 
be the moft unexceptionable in his condutt,. 
by the continual.exercife which it demanded of 
him, of having a confcience void of offence 
at all times, both towards Gop and man ; that 
' €onfiftently avitlthis, his adverfaries had neis 
ther found himijn the temple difputing with. 
any man, neither raifing up the people, neither 
in the fynagogue, orin the city, for this he ap-. 
peals to themielyes :———that # was but twelve 
days fince he came up to Jerufalem forto wora 
thip;—that during thattime, when he purified 
iyi the temple, he did it as'be¢ame him, with- 
out noife, withouttumult ; this’he calls upon. 
the. |gws who came from Afia, and'were eye. 
witnefles of his behaviour, to atteft ; and, in. 
a word, he yrges.the whole defence before Fe- 
lixin ‘fo ftrong aimanner, and with fuch plain 
aid natural arguments of his innocénce, as to 
leave no colour. for his adverfaries'to reply. 
“Phere was however, ftill ‘one adyerfary in, 
this court, tho’ filent yet not fatisfied:— 
—Spare thy eloquence, Tertullus! roll up 
the charge, : a.more notable orator'than thy- 
{elf is rifen up,—’tis Avarick,’ and that too,’ 
in the moft fatal’place for the prifoner it could: 
have taken pofleflion of,-——-’tis in the heart of 
the mart/who judges him. | 
if Felix-believed Paul innocent; and ated ace’ 
cordingly, (that is) releafed him without re 
ward- 
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ward, this fubtile advocate told him he would 
lofe one of the profits of his employment—and 
if he seentilodge the faith of Curist, which. 
Paul occafionally explained in his defence,—it 
told him, he might lofe snd) abe eeat 
fo that notwithftanding the character of the 
apoftle appeared. (as it was) moft fpotlefs; and 
the faith he profeffed fo very clear,. that as he 
urged it, the heart gave its confent,—yet, at” 
the fame time, the paffion rebelled, and fo. 
ftrong an intereft was formed thereby, againft 
the Arft impreffions-in favour of the man and 
his caufe, hat both were difmifled; the one. 
to a more convenient hearing, which never. 
came; the other to the hardfhips of a prifon 
for two whole years, hoping, as the text informs: 
us, that money fhould have. been given him, 
and even at the laft, when he leftthe province, 
willing to do the Jews a pleafure,—that is,—to 
ferve bris intereft in-another fhape with all the 
conviétion upen his mind, that he had done 
nothing worthy of bonds, he, neverthelefs, 
left the holy man bound, and configned over. 
to the hopelefs profpeét of ending his days, in 
the fame ftate of confinement, in which he 
had ungenéroufly left him.. wale 

One would imagine, as covetoufnefs is a vice’ 
not naturally cruel in itfelf, that there muft- 
certainly have been a mixture of other motives 
in the governor’s breaft, to account for a pro- 
ceeding fo contrary to humanity and his own 
conviétion; and could it be of ufe to raife con-. 
je€tures upon it, there feems but too probable 
grounds for fuch a fuppofition. It feems that 
Drufilla, whofe curiofity, upon a double ac- 
count, had led her to hear Paul, (for fhe 
was a daughter of Abraham as well as Eve)— 

Was 


os 
» 
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was achara¢ter,; which might have figured. very 
well even in our.own times; for as Jofephus 
tells us, fhe had left the Jew her hufband, and 
without any pretence in their law to juttify a . 
divorce, had given herfelf, up without .ceremo- 
ny. to Felix; for which caufe, tho’ fhe is here 
called his wife, fhe.was in reafon and juftice © 
the wife of another man, and confe uently 
lived in an open ftate of adultery, $0 that 
when Paul in explaining the faith of Curisr, 
‘took occafion to argue upon the morality of 
the gofpel, and-urged the cternal laws of Juf- 
tice, the unchangeable obligations, to tempe- 
ance, of which chattity was a branch, it was. 
{carce poffible to frame his difcourfe fo, (had 
he wifhed to temporize) but. that either her 
intereft or her love muft have taken offence : 
and tho’ we do not read _like Felix, that the 
trembled at the account, ’tis natural to ima- 
gine fhe was affected with other paffions, of 
which the apoftle might feel the effeéts and 
*twas well he fuffered no more, if two fuch 
violent enemies as luft and avarice were com- 
#ined againft him. 
_ Butthis, by the way, for as the text feems 
only to acknowledge one of thefe motives, it 
is not our bufinefs to affigh the other. ; 
_ Itisobfervable, that this fame apoftle, {peak- 
ing, in his epiftle to Timothy, of the illeffe@s 
of this fame ruling paflion, affirms, that it is 
the root of all evil; and I make no doubt but 
the remembrance of his own fufferings had no 
{mall fhare in the feverity of the refle@tion.— 
Infinite are the examples, where the love of 
money is only a fubordinate and minifterial 
paflion, exercifed for the fupport of fome other 
vices, and ’tis geherally found, when there is 
either 
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either ambition, prodigality or luft, to be fed 
by it, that it then rages with the leat mercy 
and difcretion; in which cafes, firi&tly fpeak.. 
ing, it is not the root of other evils, but other 
evils are the root of it. 

This forces me to recall what I have {aid up- 
on covetoufnefs, as a vice not naturally cruel: 
it is not apt to reprefent itfelf to our imagina- 
tions, at firft fight, under that idea ;..we confi- 
der it only as a mean, worthlefs turn of mind, 
incapable of judging or doing what lis right: 
but as it is a vice which does not always fet u 
for itfelf, to know truly what it is in this oo 
pee, we muft know what matters it ferves; 
they aremany, and of variouscaft and hu mours, 
and each one lends -it fomething of its own 
complexional tint and charaéter. 

This, Efuppofe, may be the caufe that there 
is a greater and more whimfical myftery in the 
love of money, than inthe darkeft and mof 
nonfenfical problein that ever was pored on. 

Even at the beft, and when the paffion feems 
to feek nothing more than itsown amufement, 
there is little—very little, | tear, to be faid for 
itshumanity. It may be a {port to the mifer, 
but confider, it muft be death and deftruétion 
to others. The moment this fordid humour 
begins to govern—farewell all honeft and nas c 
tural affections! farewell all he owes to parents, 
to children, to friends !—how fait the obliga- 
tions vanifh! fee !—he is now {tripped of all 
feelings whatever: the fhrill cry. of Juttice, 
and the low lamentation of humble diftrefs, 
are notes equally beyond his compafs. Eter- 
nal Gop! tee !—he pafles by one whom thou 
‘haft juft bruifed, without one penfive reflecti- 
on: he enters the cabin of the widow whofe 
hufband and child thou haft taken to thy felf 


exacts 
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exatts his bond, without a figh!, Heaven ! is- 
Iam to be tempted,—let jt be by glory, by 
ambition, by fome generous and manly vice: 
if I muft fall, let it be by fome -paffion which — 
thou haft. planted in my nature, which fhall- 
not harden my heart, but leave me room at 
laft to retreat and come back to thee. . i 
It would be eafy here to. add the common 
arguments which reafon offers againft this vice ; 
but they are fo well underftood, both in mat-- 
ter and form,—it is need¥efs,. 1G 
I migkt cite to you what Seneca fays upon it 


—but the misfortune is, that at the fame time — 


he was writing againft riches, he was.enjoying | 
a great eftate, and ufing every means to make» 
that eftate ftill greater. 

With infinite pleafure might a preacher ens 
tich his difcourfe in this place, by weaving into | 
it all the fmart things, which ancient; or mo- 
dern wits have faid upon the love of money :-——~= 
he might inform you, . 

/ ——“ That Poverty wants fome things—that 
coyetoufnefs wanteth all.’” 

-_** That a mifer can only be faid to :-have 
riches, as a fick man has a fever, which holds 
and tyrannizes over the man—not he over it.” 

*¢ That coyetoufnefs is the fhirt of the foul, 
—the laft vice it parts with.” 

“« That hature is content with few things,— 
ee nature is never fatisfied at all, &c.’’ 

~ The reflection of ourSaviour, That the life 

of man conjifieth not in the abundance of the things 
which he poffeffeth, {peaks more to the heart—— 
and the fingle hint of the Camel, and what a 
very narrow paflage, he has to.go, has more CO* 
ercioninit, than allthe fee-faws of philofophy- 
I thall 


‘ 
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I fhall endeavour therefore to draw fuch 
‘ether refleftions from this piece of facred ftory, 
as are applicable to human life, and more likely 
to be of ufes ’ 
“There is nothing generally in which our 
happinefs and honour are more nearly con- 
cerned, than in forming true notions both of 
men and things; for in proportion as we think 
rightly of them, we approve ourfelves to the 
world, and as We gover ourfelves by fuch 
_ judgments, fo we fecure our peace and well- 
being in pafling through it: the falfe fteps and 
mifcarriages in life, iffuing from a defest in this © 
capital point, are fo many and fatal, that there 
ean be nothing more inftraétive than an in- 
quiry into the caufes of this perverfion, which 
often appears fo.very grofs in us, that were you 
to take-a view of the world, fee what notions 
it entertains, and by what confiderations It is 
governed,—-—you would fay of the miftakes 
of human judgment, what the prophet does of 
_ the folly of human a€tions,—‘ That we were 
wile to do evil, but to judge rightly, had no un- 
Ger fianding-* Ria oe 
"That in many dark and abftraéted queftions 
of mére fpeculation, we fhould err—is not 
ftrange: we live amongft mytfteries and riddles, 
and almoft every thing which comes in our 
wav, in one light or other, may be faid to 
~ baffle our underftandings, yet feldom fo as to 
miftake in extremities, and take one contrary 
for another; ’tis Very rare, for inftance, that | 
we take the virtue of aplant to be hot, when 
it is extremely cold, or, that we try the expe- 
riment of ‘opium to keep us waking; yet, this 
we are continually attempting in the conduét 


of life, as wellasin the great ends and itabaiiar 
o 
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efit. That fuch wrong determinationsin us, 
do not arife from any defect of judgment in- 
€yitably mifleading us,——would -refle&..dif- 
honourupon Gon; as if he had made and 
fent men into the world on purpofe to play the 
fool. His all bountiful hand, made. his judg- 
ment, like his heart, upright; and the inftances 
of his fagacity in other things, abundantly cen- 
firm it: we are led therefore in courfe to a fup- 
pofition, that in allinconfiftentinftances, there 
is a fecret bias, fome how or other, hung upon 
the mind, which turns it afide fiom. reafon 
and truth. 

What this is, if we do not.care to fearch for 
it in ourfelves, we fhall find it reviftered in this 
tranfa&tion of Felix: and we may depend, that 
in all wrong judgments whatever, in fuch plain 
cafes as this, that the fame explanation muft be 

given of it, which is.given in the text, namely, 
that itis fome felfith: confideration—fome fe- 
cret dirty engagement with fome little appetite, 
which dogs us f much difhonour. 

The judgments of the more difinterefted and 
impartial of us, receive no fmalltinéure from 
our affections: we generally confultthem in all 
doubtful points, and it happens well if the mat- 
ter in queftion isnot almoft fettled, before the 

arbitrator is called into the dcbate; but in the 
more flagrant inftances, where the paifigns go- 
vern the whole man, ’tis melancholy to fee the 
office to which reafon, the great prerogative of 
his nature, is reduced; ferving the lower appe- 
tites in the difhoneft drudgery of finding out 
arguments to juftify the prefent purfuit, 

To judge rightly of our own worth we fhould 
retire a little from the world, -to feeall its plea. 
fures— and pains too, in their proper fize anc 

diinentent | 
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dimenfions; this, no doubt, was the reafon St- 
Paul, when he intended to convert Felix, began 
his difcourfe upon the day of Judgment, on pur- 
pofe to take the heart off from this world and 
its pleafures, which difhonour the underftand- 
ing fo as to turn the wifeft of men into focls 
and children. 
If you enlarge your obfervations upon this 
plan, you will find where the evil lies. which 
has. fupported thofe defperate opinions, which 
have fo long divided the Chriftian world, and 
are likely to divide it for ever, 

Confider popery well ;. you will be convinced, 
‘thatthe trueft definition which can be given of 
it, is,— That it is. a pecuniary fyftem, well con- 
trived to operate upon men’s. pafions and weak- 
nefs, whilit their pockets are.o’pitking: run 
through ail.the points of. difference between 
us,——and_ when.yeu fees that in every one 

of them, they ferye the fame end which Felix | 

had in view, either of money orpewer; there _ 
is little room ieft todoubt. whence the cloud | 

arifes, which is fpread over the underftanding. 
If this.reafoning is.conclufive with regard to 
thofe who merely differ from us in religion, let 
us try if it will net held good with regard to 
thofe who have none at all, or rather, who 

affe& to treat all perfuafions of it, with ridicule. 
alike. Thanks to. good fenfe, good manners, 
and a more enlarged knowledge, this. humour 
is going down, and feems to be fettling at pre- 
fent, chiefly amongft the inferior claffes. of 
people where it is likely to reft: as for the 
loweft ranks, tho’ they are apt enough to fol- 
low the modes of their betters, yet are not 
likely to be ftruck with this one, of making 
merry with that which is. their: veces 
they 
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they are too ferious a fet of poor people ever 
heartily to enter into it.————— hi 

There is enough, however, of itin the world 
to fay, that this all facred fyftem, which holds 
the world in harmony and peace is too often 
the firft obje&, that the giddy and inconfide- 
rate make choice of to try the temper of their 
wits upon. Now, of the numbers who make 
this experiment, do you believe that one in a 
thoufand. does it from conviction, or from ar- 
guments which a courfe of ftudy, much cool 
reafoning, and a fober inquiry into antiquity, 
and the true merits of the queftion, has fur- 
nifhed him with? The years and way of 
life of the moft forward of thefe, leads us to @ 
different explanation. 

Religion which lays fo many reftraints upon 
us, isa troublefome companion to thofe who 
will lay no reftraints upon themfelves; and for 
this reafon there is nothing more common to be 

-obferyed, than that the little arguments and 
-cavils, which fuch men have gathered up againft 
it, in the early part’ of their lives, how. con- 
fiderable foever they may have appeared, when 
viewed through their paffions: and prejudices, 
which giye an unnatural. turn to all objects, 
yet, whem the edge of appetite has been worn 
down, and the heat of the purfuit pretty weil 
over; and reafon’ and judgment have got pof- 
{efion of thetr empite——+—- 

They {eldom fail of bringing the loft 
theep back ‘to his fold. ' 


. 


May Gob bring ys all there. Amen, 
daig Share 
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And wot many days after, the younger fon gathered 
all he had together, and took his journey inte a 
far country. 


KN()W not whether the remark is to out 
honour or otherwife, that leflons.of wifdom 
have never fuch power over us, as when they 
are wrought into the heart, through the aunt 
“Work of a ftory which engages the paffions: Is 
it that weare likeiron, and mutt firit be heated 
before we can be wrought upon? or, Is the 
heart fo ir. love with deceit, that ‘where a true 
report will not reach it, we nrudt cheat it with 
a fable, in order to come at'truth? 
| Whether this parable of ‘the prodigal (for fo 
it is ufually called) is really fuch, or built up- 
on fome ftory known atthat time in Jerufalem, 
is not nruch to'the purpofe; ‘it is given us to 
enlarge upon, and turn to the beft moral. ac- 
count we can. é Nee 
“A certain man, fays our Saviour, had 
two fons, and the younger of them faid to his 
father, give me the portion of goods which 
“falls to me: and he divided unto them his fub-.. 
ftance. Rad not many days after, the young- 
' . er fon gathered all together and took his jour~ 
ney into a far country, and there wafted his 
fubitance with riotous living.” 
The 


rs 


ah. 


7 


ee38 SCE R°M OPN) ATE 


The account is fhort: the interefting and pa~ 
thetic paflages with which fuch a tranfaction 
would be neceflarily connected, are left to be 
fupplied by the heart: the ftory is filent but 
nature is not: much kind advice, and many a 
tender expoftulation would fall from the fa- 
ther’s lips, no doubt, upon this occafion. 

He would diffuade his fon from the folly of 
fo rafh an enterprize, by fhewing him the dan- 
gers of the journey, the inexperience of his 
age, the hazards of his life, his fortune, his 
virtue would run, without a guide, without a 
friend: he would tell him of the many {nares 
and temptations which he had to avoia, or en- 
counter at every ftep, the pleafures which 
would folicit him in every luxurious court, 
the little knowledge he Bula gain except 
that of evil; he would fpeak of the feductions 
of women, their charms, their poifons: what 
helplefs indulgences he might give way to, 
when far from reftraint, and the check of the 
giving his father pain. | 

The difluafive would but inflame his defire. 

He gathers-all together. y 
I fee the pi€ture of his departure; 

the camels and alscs loaden with his fubftance, 
detached on one fide of the picce, and already 
on their way: the prodigal fon ftanding onthe 
foreground, with a forced fedatenels, ftrug- 
gling againit the fluttering movement of joy, 
upon his:deliverance from reitraint: the elder 
brother holding his hand, as if unwilling to 
let it. go° the father, fad moment! with 
a.firm look, covering a prophetic fentiment, 
‘« that all would not go well with his child,” 
——approaching to embrace him, and bid 
higaadicu. Poor inconfiderate youth! From 
' ; whole 
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whofe arms art thou flying? From what a 
fhelter art thou going forth into the ftorm? 
Art thou weary of a tather’s affedtion, of 2 
father’s care? or, hopeft thou to find a warmer 
intereft, atruer counfellor, of a kinder friend 
in a land of ftrangers, where youth is made a 
prey, and fo many thoufands are confederated 
to deceive them, and live by their fpoils. 

We will feek no further than this idea, fot 
the extravagancies by which the prodigal fon 
added one unhappy example to the tumber? 
his fortune wafted, the followers of it fled in 
courfe, the wants of nature rémain,——thé 
hand of Gop gone forth againft him, “¢ For 
when he had {pent all, a might) famine arofe in 
that country.’’~——Heaven ! have pity upon the 
youth, for he ts in hunger and diftrefs, ftrayed 
out of the reach of a parent, who counts 
every hour of his abfence with anguifh, cut 
off from all his tender offices, by his folly. 
and from relief and charity ftom others, by 
the calamity of the times. 

Nothing fo powerfully calls home the mind 
as diftrefs: the tenfe fibte then telakes, the 
foul retires to itfelf, fits penfive and fufceptis 
ble of right impreffions: if we have a ‘riend, 
*tis then we think of him; if abenefactor, at 
that moment all his kindneffes prefs upon out 
mind. Gracious and bountiful Gon! Is it 
not for this, that they who in their profperity 
forget thee, do yet renYember and return to 
thee in the hour of their forrow? When out 
heart is inheavinefs, upon whos can we think 
but thee, who knowctt our neceffities afar of, 
putteft all our tears in thy bottle, feeft every 
careful thought, heareit every figh and me- 
lancholy groan we utter. ~ 
Vol. iV * N Strange 
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~ Strange !——that we fhould only begin to 


think of Gop with comfort, when with joy 
and comfort we can think of nothing elfe. 

Man furely is a compound of riddles and 
contradictions: by the Jaw of his nature he 
avoids pain, and yet unle/s he fuffers in the flesh, 
Ke will not ccafe from fin, tho’ it is fare.to bring 
pain and mifery upon his head for ever. 
¢ Whiltt all- went pleafurably on with the 
prodigal, we hear not one word concerning 
his father, no pang of remorfe for the fuffer- 
ings in which he had left him, or refolution of 
returning, to make up the account of his folly: 
his firft hour of ‘diftrefs, feemed to be his firit 
hour of wifdom: When he came to himfelf, 
he faid, How many hired Jervants of my father have 
bread enough and to fpare, whilft L perish! 

Of aJl the terrors of nature, that of one 
day oranother dying by hunger, isthe greatett, 
and it is wifely woye into our frame to awaken 
man to i.duftry, and call forth his talents; 
und tho’ we feem to go on carelefsly, fport- 
lag with it as we do with other terrors yet, 
he that fees this enemy fairly, and in his moft 
jrighttul thape, will need no long remonftrance, 
to make him turn out of the way to avoid him. 

It was the cafe of the prodigal he arote 
to go unto his father, 
Alas! How fhall he tell his ftory ? 
Ye who have trod this round, tell mein what 
words he fhall give in to -his father, the fad 
- Ltems of his extravagance and folly; 

——The feafts aid banquets which he gave 
to whole cities in the eatt, the cofts of Afiatic 
raritics, and of Afiatic cooks to drefs them, the 
expences of finging men and finging women, 
the flute, the harp, the fack-but, and of all 

kinds 


Shih ON XK... 29) 
kinds of mufick, the drefs of the Perfian courts, 


how magnificent! theirilaves, how numerous! 
their chariots, their horfes, their palaces, their 


_ farniture, what immenfe fums they had de- 


voured! what expe&ations from ftrangers -of 
condition! what exactions!, 
How thall the youth make his father éom- 
prehend, that he was cheated at Damafcus bi 
one of the beft men in the world; that he had 


-- dent.a part of his fubitance to a friend at Ni- 


neveh, who had fled off with it to the Ganges; 
that a whore of Babylon had fwallowed bis 
beft pearl, and anointed the whole city with 
his balm of Gilead; that he had been fold by 
aman of honour for twenty fhekels of filyer, 
to a worker in graven images; thatthe imazes 
hevhad purchafed had profited ‘him nothing : 
that they could not be tran{ported acrois the 
wilderneis, and had béen burnt with fire at 
Shufan; thatthe-apes * and peacocks, which 
he had tent for from ~Tharfs, lay dead upon 
‘his hands; and that the mummies had not 
been dead long enough which had been brought 
him out of kgypt: that ail had gone wrong 
fince the day he forfook his father’s houfe. 

—-~ Leave the ftory it will be told more 
concifely.——-- Vien he was yet afar off, his fas 
ther Jaw him,——Compaflion told it. in. three 
words--Ae fell upon his neck and kilfed him. 

Great is the power of eloquence: butnever 
is it fo great as when it pleads along with na- 
tare, and the culprit is a child ftrayed fronk 
ais duty, and returned to it again with tears? 
Cafuilts may fettle the point as they will: But 
what could a parent fee more in the account, 
than the natural one, of an ingénuous heart 

a ~ Na too 

* Vide Chronicles ix, 2% 
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opén for the world, fmitten with itromy fenfas 
tions of pleafures, and fuffered to fully forth 
anarm’d in the midft of enemies ftronger 
than himfelf? ; 

Generofity forrows as thuch for the overs 
matched, as Pity herfelf docs. 

The idea of a fon fo ruined, would double 
the father’s carefies; every cifufion of his 
‘tendernef$ would add bitternefS to his fon’s 
remorfe. « Gracious heaven! what a fa- 
ther have I rendered miferable !” 

And he faid, Ihave finned againft heavens ana 
in thy fight, and-amno more worthy to be called 
thy fon. Yet 

But the father aid, Bring forth the beft robe. 

O ye affections! How fondly do you play at 
crofs-purpofes with each other?++-~"Tis the 
natural dialogue of trae tranfpott: joy is not 
methodical; and where an offender, beloved, 
overcharges itfelf in the offence,-—-wordsare 
too cold; avd a conciliated heart replies by 
tokens of eftcem. 

And he faid unto his fervants, Bring forth thi 
beft robe und put it on him; and puta ring on hi 
hand and fhocs on fis feet, and bring hither th 
Jatted calf, and let us eat aid drink and be merry. 

When the afie&tions fo kindly break loofe 
Joy is another name for Religion. 

We look up #3 we tafte ir: the cold Stoiel 
without, when he hears the dancing and th 
nufick, may alk fullenly, (with the elder bros 
ther), What it means? and fefule to entet 
but the humane‘and compaffionate all fy im 
petuoufly to the banquet, given for @ jon wh 
vas dead and is alive ayain,ams-w/o was Loft avi 
is found. Gentle fpirits, light up the pavilios 

wit! 
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a facred fire ; Ans Berea: love, and filial pi- 
ety lead inthe mafk with riot and wild feftivity' 
Was it not for this that Gop gaye man mufick 
to ftrike upon the kindly paffions; that nature 
taught the feet to dance to its movements, and 
as chief governefs ef the feaft poured forth 
wine into the goblet, to crown it with gladnefs?. 

The intention of this parable is fo clear 
from the occafion of it, that it will not be ne- 
ceflary to perplex it with any tedious expla- 
nation: it was defigned by way of indirect re- 
monitrance to the Scribes and Pharifecs, who 
animadyerted ypoen our Saviour’s condudt, 
for entering fo freely into conferences with 
finners, in order to reclaim them.. To that 
end, he propotes the parable of the fhepherd,. 
who left his ninety and nine fheep that were - 
fafe in the fold, to go and feek for one iheep 
that was gone aftray, telling them in other- 
laces, that.they. who -were whole wanted aot 
a phyfician,——-but they that were fick: and 
here, to carry on the- fame leffon, and to 
srove how acceptable fuch arecovery was to 
Gop, he relates this account: of the prodigal. 
fon and his welcome reception. 

{ know not whether it woukl be a fubject of 
maueb edification. to convince you here, that: 
our Saviour, by the. prodigal fon, particu- 
larly pelnted at thofe who -were: /znners of the 
Gentiles, and were recovered by divine Grace 
to repentance ,-=—and by the elder brother, 
he intended as iwanifelily the more troward of 
the Jews, who envied their converfion, and 
thovght it a kind of wrong to their. primoge- 
yiture, in being made fellow-heirs-with them 
af. the promifes of Gap. 

N. 3- Thefe- 
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Thefe ufes have been fo ably fet forth, in fo 
many good fermons upon the prodigal fon, 
that I {hall turn afide from them at prefent, 
and content myfelf with fome reflections upon 
that fatal paffion which led him, and: fo many 
thoufands after the example, to gather allhe had 
together, and take his journey.into a far country. 

The love of variety, or curiofity of feeing 
new things, which is the fame, or at leaft a 

‘ fitter paflion to it, feems wove into the frame 
of every fon and daughter-of Adam; we ufu- 
ally {peak of it as one of nature’slevities, tho? 
planted within us for the folid purpofes of car- 
rying forwards the mind to frefh inquiry and 
knowledge: ftrip us of it, the mind (1 fear) 
would doze for ever over the prefent page: 
and we fhould all of-us reft at eafe with fuch 
objets as prefented. themfelves-in the'parith or 

~ province where we firft dtew our breath. ‘ 

It is to.this fpur which is ever on our fides, 
that we owe the impatience: of this. defire: for 

travelling: thé paflion.is -no way bad‘ but as 
others are, in its mifmanagement:or excefs; 
order it rightly, the advantages are worth the 
purfuit; the chief of which arc-+—to learn 
the languag<s; the laws ‘and cnftoms, and un- 
derftand the government and intereft of other 
nations, to acquire an urbanity and confidence 
of behaviour, and fit the mind more eafily for 
‘converfation and difcourfe; to take us out of 
the company of our aunts and grandmothers; 
-and from the track of nurlery miftakes; and 
by fhewing us new objeéts, or old onesin new 
lights; to reform our judgment-by tafting 
perpetually the varieties of nature ; ‘to know 
what is good-—-—by obferving the addrefs and 
arts of men, to conceive what is /Axcere—— 

and 
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and by feeing the difference of fo many vari- 
ous humours and manners+—to look into 
ourfelves and form our own. 

This is fome part of the cargo we might re» 
turn with; but the impulfe of feeing new 
fights, augmented with that of getting clear 
from all letfons both of wifdom and reproof at 
home— --carries our youth too early out, to 
turn this venturé to much account; on the 
contrary, if the fcene painted of the prodigal 
in his travels, looks more like a copy than an 
original,——will it not be well if fuch an ad--- 
venturer, with fo unpromifing a fetting out,. 
—-—-without carte, without compa{s,—~-be 
not caft away for ever,,——and niay he not be 
faid to efcape well if he returns to his 
country, only as naked, as.he firft left it?’ 

But you» will fend an able pilot with your: 
fon—a {cholar.— i ESARG at ge ete. 

If wifdom.can fpeak'in no ‘other language: 
but Greek or Latin,——youw do well——or if 
mathematicks will make a mana gentleman,— 
or natural, philofophy but teach him to make ‘a~ 
“bow,—he may be of -fome fervice in introduc- 
ing your fon into good focieties, and fupport- 
ing him in them when he has.done—but the - 
-upthot will be generally this, that in the moft 
prefling occafions of addrefs.—if he is a mere 
man of reading, the unhappy youth will have 
the tuter to carry,—and not the’tutor to car-. 
ry-him. 5 : 

But you will avoid thisextreme; he fhall be 
ofcorted by one who knows the world, not 
merely from books—but from his own experi- 
ence:—a man who hasbeen employed on fuch 
fervices, and thrice made the tour of Europe, 

with fuccefs. 
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— That is, without breaking his own, ox hrs 
pore neck ;—forif he isfuch as my eyeshave 
een! fome broken Swifs valet de chambre,— 
fome general undertaker, who will perform the 
journey in fomany months ‘¢1F Gop PERMIT,” 
—much knowledge will not ‘accrue ;—fome 
rofit at feaft, be will Fearn the amount to a 
Tinea of every ftage frem Calais to Romes 
he will be curried to the bett inns, infilra&ed 
where there is the beit wine, and fup a livre 
cheaper, than tf the youth had been left to. 
make the tour and the bargain himielf. Look 
at our governor! [ befeech you:—fee, he is 
an inch taller as he relates the advantages. — 

—And here endceth bis pride, his knowledge, 
and bis wile. 

_ Bat when your fon gets abroad, he will be 
taken out of his hand, by his fociety with 
men of rank and lettezs, with whom he will 
pafs the greateft part of his time. 

Let me obferve in the firft place, that com. 
pany which is really good, ig very rare—and 
very fhy: but you have furmounted this dif- 
ficulty ; and procured him the beft letters of 
recommendation to the moft eminent and ref- 
pectable in every capital. 

And | anfwer, that he will obtain all by 

. them, which courtefy ftrictly ftands obliged to 
pay on fuch occafions—but no more. 

' "There is nothing in which we are fo much 
deceived, asin the advantages propofed from 
our connections and difcourfe with the literati, 
tec, in foreign parts; efpecially if the experiment 
is made before we are matured by years or ftudy. 

Converfation is a traffic; and if you enter into 

fi without fome fock’of knowledge, ta balance 
the 
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the account perpetually betwixt you, the trade. 
drops at Lean and this is the reafon,—how- 
ever it may b boafted to the contrary, why 
travellers have fo little ~(efpecially good) con- 
verfation with natives, owing to their fufpicion, 
or perhaps conviction, that there is nothing to 
be extracted from the converfation ef young. 
itinerants, worth the trouble of their bad lan- 
guage or theinterruption of their vilits. 

The pain en thefe eceafions is ufually reci- 
procal ; the confequences of whichis, thatthe 
difappointed youth feeksan eafier fociety ; and. 
as bad company is always ready, and ever ly- 
ing in wait, the career is foon finifhed ; . and. 
the poor prodigal returns the fame obje& of 
pity, with the prodigal.in the gofpel, 
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And when thy fen afked thee im timeto come, fay- . 


ing, What mean the teftimonies, and the [iasutts 


and the judgments, which the Lord: aur God hate 


commanded you? then thou fialt fay unta thy [ory 


Phy were Pharaoh's bond/men im Egypt, end the 
Lord brought us.aut of Egypt with a mighty hands 


“\HESE are the-words which Mofes left aa 
a ftanding anfwer to the children of Mfrael 


ta give their pofterity, who in time to come 
might become ignorant, or unmindful of the 
many.and great mercies. which Gop had vouch 


f{afed to their forefathers ;. all which had ter-. 
. Ininated in that one of their deliverance out 


of bondage... 

Tho’ they were directed to {peak in thisman- 
ner, each man-to his fon, yet one cannot fupe 
pofe, that the direction fhould be neceflary for 
the next generation, for the children of thofe 
who-had been eye-witnefles of Gon’s Prewvi- 
dences.: it does not feem likely that any one 
of them fhould arrive at that age of reafoning. 
which would put them upon afking the fuppo- 
fed queftion, and not be, long before-hand, in- 
ftrudted in the anfwer. Every parent would 
tell his.child the hardthips of hts captivity, “ 

he 


- 
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the amazing particulars of his deliverance : the 
ftory was fo uncommon, fofullof wonder, and 
withal, the recital of itwould ever be a matter 
of fuch tranfport, itcould not poffibly be kept 
afecret: the piety. and gratitude of one gene- 
ration would anticipate the curiofity of ano~ 
ther; their fons would learn the ftory with 
their language. Leh 

This probably might ‘be the cafe with the 
firft or feopiad race of people, but 1n pro- 
cefs of time, things mighttake a different turn ; 


a-tong and undifturbed: pofleflion of their li 


berties might blunt the fente of thofe : provi- 
-dences of Gop, and fet the remembrance o 
all his mercies, at too great a diftance from 
their hearts. After they had for .fome years 
been eafed of. every real burden, an excefs of 
freedom might make them reftlefs under every 
imaginary one, and amongft others that of 
theirreligion : from thence at might feek 
occafion to inquire into the foun 1 

nefs of its ceremonies, its . ftatutes, and its 
judgments. . 


- They might afk, what meant fo many com- 


mands in matters which to them. appeared in- 
different in their own natures? What policy 
in ordaining them? >and, what obligation 
could there lie upon reafonable creatures, to 
comply with a multitude of fuch unaccount- 


~ 


ation and fit- - 


able injunétions, fo unworthy the wifdom of» 


Gop? 


Hereafter, poffibly they might go further - 


lengths’; and though their natural bent was ge- 
nerally'towards fuperftition, yetfome adventu- 


rers, as is ever the caie, might fteertor the op-- 


pofite coait, and as they advanced might dif- 
cover thatall religions, of what denominati- 


ons, 
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ons or complections foever, were alike. That 
the religion of their own country in particular, 
was a contrivance of the. Prietts and. Levites ; 
a phantom drefled out.im a terrifying garb of 
their own making, to keep weak minds in fear: - 
that its rites and ceremonics, and. numberlefs 
injun&ions, were fo many wheels in the fame 
political engine, put in, no doubt, to amufe 
the ignorant, and keep them in fJuch a ftate of 
darknefs as clerical judgment requires. 

. That as for the morta] part of it, tho’ it was 
unexceptionable in itfelf, yet it was.a piece of 
intelligence they did not ftand in want of ; men 
had natural reafon always to have foundit out, 
and wifdom to have praétifed it without Mofes’s - 
affiftance. ‘ cgi etigh 

Nay, poffibly, in procefs of time, they, might » 
arrive at greater improvements in religious 
controverfy ; when they had given their fyf- 
tem of fidelity all the ftrength it could admit. 
of from reafon, they might begin to embellith 
it with fome more {prightly conceits and turns — - 
Of Ute oe 

Some wanton lfraclite, when he had.eaten 
and was full, might give free fcope and indul~ 
gence to this talent: as arguments and {ober . 
teafoning failed, he might turn the edge of his. 
Wit againft types and.fymbols, andtreat all the, 
myfteries of his religion, and every thing that, 
could be faid upon fo ferious a fubje&, with 
raillery and mirth : he. might give vent to.a 
world of pleafantry upon many facred paf-. 
fages of his law, he might banter the golden 
calf, or the brazen ferpent with great courage. 
and confound himfelfin the diftin@ion of clean 
and unclean beafts by the defpertae fallies of 
his wit againgt them. 


He 
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He could but poffibly take one ftep further ;- 
when the land which flowed with milk and he- 
ney ; had quite worn out the impreffion of his- 
yoke, and bleffings began to multiply upon: 
hishands, he might draw this curious concl ue 
fion, that there was no Being who was the aur 
thor and beftower of them, but that:it was 
their ownarm, andthe mightineis of Ifraclitith. 
ftrength which had put themin poflefiion of fo 
much happinefs. ' 

O Mofes ! How would thy meck and pati- 
ent fpirit have been putto the torture by fuch. 
a return ? if a propenfity towards fuperitition 
in the [fraelites, did once betray thee into an 
excefs of anger, that thou threweft the two 
tables out of thy hands, which Gop had wrote, 
and carelefsly hazardedft the whole treafure of 
the world,—with what Lea aac and honeft 
anguifh wouldft thou bave heard the fcoffings 
ef thofe who denied the hand which brought 
them forth, and faid, who: is Gon, that we 
fhould obey his voice ? With what foree and. 
vivacity wouldft thou have reproached them 
with the hiftory of their own. nation: that if 
too free an enjoyment of Gon’s bleffings, had, 
made them forget to look backwards, it was 
neceflary to remind. them, that their forefa 
thers were Pharaoh’s bond{menin Egypt, with. 
out profpeét of deliverance ; that the chains 
of their captivity had been fixed and rivetted 
by a fucceffion of four hundred.andthirty years, 
without the interruption of one ftruggle for 
their liberty : that.after the expiration af that 
liopelefs. period, when no natural. means fa- 
youred the event, they were {natched almott 
againft their own wills out of the hands of their 
oppreiiors, and led through an ocean of dan~- 

gers 
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gers, to the poffeffion of a land of plenty : that 
this change ig their affairs, was not the pro- 
duee of chance or fortune, or was it praject- 
ed or executed by any atchievement or plan of 
human device, which imight foon again be de- 
feated by fuperior ftrength or policy from with- 
out, or fron) force or aecidents within, from 
ghange of circumftanes, humours and paffions 
of men, all which generally hada fway in the 
rife and fall of kingdems;—-but that. all was 
brought about by the power and goodnefs of 
Gon, who faw and pitied the afflictions of a 
diftrefled peaple, by a chain of great and 
mighty deliverances, fet them free from the 

yoke of oppreflion. Bis 
‘That fince that miraculous efcape, a feries 
ef fuecefles net to be accounted for by fecond 
caufes, and the natura? courfe of events, had 
-demonftrated not only Gop’s providence In 
general, but his particular providence and at- 
tachment tothem, that nations, mightier than 
they, were driven out before them, and their 
kands given to them for an everlatting pofiediion. 
This was what they fhould teadh thy chil- 
dren, and their children’s children after them. 
Happy generations, for whom fo joyful a lef. 
ten was prepared | happy indeed ! had ye at all 
times known to have made ufe of it, which 
IMofes continually exhorted,—oef drawing nigh 
unto God withall yor hearts, who had been "i nigh 

Unto YOU. 

And here let us drop the argument, as it re~ 
fpe&ts the Jews, and for a,moment turn it 
towards ourfelves ; the prefent occafion, and 
the recolleStion which is natural upon it, of 
the many other parts of this complicated blet- 
fing vouchfafed to us, fince we became a nati- 
: on 
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on, making it hard to defi from fuch-an appli- 
cation “A of 
I begin with the firtt in order of time, as well 
as the greateft of national deliveranees,—our 
deliverance from darknefs and idolatry, by the 
conveyance of the light which Chriftianity 
Sieocks with it into Britain, fo early asin the 
life-time of the apoftles themfelves ; or, at 
furtheft, not many years after their death. 
_ Tho’ this might feem a bleffing conveyed 
and offered to us in common with other parts 
of the world, yet when you reflect upon this 
as a remote corner of the earth in refpect to Ju- 
dea ; its fituation and inaccefliblenefs as an 
ifland ; the little that was then known of: na- 
vigation, or carried on of commerce ; the 
large tract of land which to this day remains 
unhallowed with the name of Curist, and 
almoit inthe neighbourhood of where the firft 
glad tidings of him were founded : one cannot. 
but-adore the goodnefs of Gen, and remark a 
‘More particular Providence in. its ‘conveyance 
and eitablifhment here,: than. amongit other 
hations ywpon the continent: where, tho’ the 
Oppotitions from error and prejudice were 
equal, it had not. thefe natural. :mpediments 
to encounter. *; 
Hiftorians. and, ftatefmen;. whe. generally 
fearch every where for the canfes of events, 
butin the pleafure of Him who difpofes of them, 
‘may make different reflections upon this. They 
‘nay contiderit asa matter Ingidental, brought 
to pafs by the fortuitous ambition, fuccefs and 
“fettlement of the Romans here Le Te appearing 
that in Claudius’s regn, when Chriftianity: be- 
fan to get footing in’ Rome, that near cighty 
thoufand of thatcity and people were fixed in 
this 
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this ifland : as this made a free communicati- 
on: betwixt the two places, the way for the 
gofel wasin courfe open, and its tranfition from 
the one to the other, natural and ealy to: be 
accounted for, and yet, neverthelefs, providen- 
tial. Gop often fuffers us to purfue the devi- 
ces’of our hearts; whilft he turns the courte of 
them, like the river of waters, to bountiful 
purpofes. Thus, he might make that purfuit 
of glory inherent in the Romans, the engine 
to advance his own, and eftablifh it here): he 
might make the wickednefs of the earth, to 
work his own righteoufnefs, by fuffering them 
to wander a while beyond their proper bounds, 
till his purpofes were fulfilled, and, then put 
his hook ints their noftrils, and lead thofe wild 
beatts of prey back again into their own land. 
Next to this bleffing of the light of the go! 
el, we muft not forget that by which it was 
preferved from the danger ‘of: being totally 
{mothered and extinguifhed, by that vaft fwarna’ 
of barbarovs nations, wich came down upon 
us from the north, ani fhook the world: like’a 
tempeft ;, changing ndaines and cuftoms,:- and 
language, -and “government, - and almioft the 
very face cf nature wherever they fixed. Phat 
our religion fhould be preferved at all, when 
every thing elfe feemed to perifh, which was 
capable of change: or, that it fhould not be 
hurt under that mighty weight of ruins, bes 
yond the recovery of its former beauty and 
‘ftrength, the whole can be afcribed to no caufe 
fo likely as this, That the fame power of Gon. 
which Coon it forth, was prefent to fupport it, 
“when the whole frame of otherthings gave way. 
Next in degree to this mercy, of preferving 
Chriftianity from an utter extinélion, we mutt 
reckon, 


* 
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reckon that of being enabled to preferve, and 
free tt from corruptions, which the ruft df fime, 
the abufes of men, and the natural tendenc 
of all thingsto degeneracy, which are trutte 
to them, had from time to time intraduced in+ 
to it. 

Since the day in which this reformation was 
began, by how many {trange and critical turns 
has it been practifed and handed down, if not 
entirely without fpot or wrinkle, at leaf, without 
great blotches or marks of anility. 

Even the blow which was fuffered to fall up- 
on it fhortly after, in that period where our 
hiftory looks fo unlike herfelf, ftained, Mary, 
by thee, and dishgured with blood: can one 
refie& upon it, without imploring the Provi- 
slence of Gon, which fo fpeedily fnatched the 
fword of perfecution out of herhand, making 
her reign as fhort as it was mercilefs, 

If Gop then madeus, as he did the Ifraelites, 
funk honey outof the rock, and oil out of the 
fiinty rock, how much more fignal was his 
merey in giving them to us without Money, 
without price, in thofe good days which fol- 
Jowed, when a long and a wife reign was as 
neceilary to build-up our church, as a fhort 
one was before to fave it fram ruins —-~ 

—The bieffing was neceflary,-———-+ 

and it was granted, 

Gop having, multiplied the years of that re- 
nowned princefs to an uncommon height, giv- 
ing her time, as we}l as a heart, to fix a wayer- 
ing perfecuted people, and fettle them upen 
fuch a foundation, ag muft make them happy; 
the touch ftone by which they are to be tried, 
Le Gop has entrufted with the care of king- 
OMS. 


Ble‘led 


= 
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Bleffed be thy glorious name for ever and 
ever, inmaking that teft fo much eafier for the 
Britith, than other princes of this earth ; whofe 
fubje&ts, whatever other changes they have 
felt, have feldom happened upon that of 
changing their mifery, and it is to be feared, 
ate fever likely, fo long -as they are kept fo 
{trongly bounded in chains of darknefs,———= 
and chains of power. . ” 

From both thete kinds of evil, which areal- 
inoft naturally conneéted together, how pro- 
vidential was our efeape in her iucceeding reign, 
when all the choice blood was befpoke, and 
preparations made to offerit up at one facrifice, 

1 would not intermix the horrors of that 
black projeéted feftival, with the glories of 
this ; or ngme the forrows of the next reign, 
which endéd inthe fubverfion of our conftitu- 
tion, was it not heceflary to purfue the thread 
of our deliverances through thofe times, and 
rematk liow nivh Goo’s Providence was to us 
in them both, by proteéting us from the one, 
in as fignala manner, as he feftored us from 
the other. ; 

Indeed the latter of them, might have beca 
a joylefs matter of remembrance to us at this 
day, had it not been confirnied a blefling by a 
fucceeding efeape, which fealed and convey- 
ed it {afe down to us: whether it was to cor- 
re& an undue fenfe of former bleffings,—or to 
tédch us to refie& upon the number and value 
of them, by threatening us ¥ ith the devrivati- 
on of them,—-we were fuffered, however, to 
‘approach the edge of a precipice, where, if 
Gos had not raifed up a deliverer to lead us 
back—all had been loft the arts of Jefuitry 


had decoyed us forwards, or if that had failed, 
we 


aw 
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swe had been puthed down by open force, and 
our deftru€tion had been ‘inevitable. © 

The good confequences of that deliverance 
are fuch, thatit feemed as if God had {uftered 
our waters, like thofe of Bethefda, to be trou- 
‘bled, to make them afterwards «more bealite 
to us; fince to the account of that day’s ble - 
fing , we charge the enjoyment of every thing 
fince, worth a free man’s living for,—the re- 
vival of our liberty, our religion ; the juft 
tights of our kings,—and the juff right of our 
people,—and along with all, that happy pro. 
vifion for their.continuance, for which we are 


returning thanks to Gop thisday. 


Let us do it, I befeech you, in the way 


~ which becomes wife men, by purfuing the in- 


tentions of his bleffings, and making a better 
ufe of theti than our forefathers, who fome- 
times feeined to grow weary of their own hap- 
pinefs :—let us rather thank Gop fer the good 
Jand which he: has given us: when we begin 
to profper in it, and have built goodly houtfes 
and dwelt therein,—and when our filyer and 
our goldis multiplied, and all that we have ts 
multiplied, let the inftances of our yirtue and 
benevolence be multiplied with them, that the 
great and mizaty Gop, who is righteous in all 
his ways, and holy. in all his works, may in 
the laft day of accounting with us, judge us 
worthy of the mercies wehave received. 

In vain are days fet apart to celebrate, fuc- 
cefsful: occurrences, unlefs they influence ‘a 
hation’s morals,—a finful people never canbe 
grateful to Gop, ror can they, properly 
{peaking, be loyal to their prince ; they 
cannot be grateful to the one,—becaufe. they 
liye not under a fenfe.of his mercies—nor can 

they 
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they be loyal to the other, hecaufe they difen- 


gage theProvidence of Gop trom taking his 
patt,—and then giving a heart to his adverfa- 
ries to be intra&table. 


And therefore, wiat was faid by fome one, 


may be applied here,—That every wicked man 


Phat every fin was a treafon againft the foul, — 


is atraitor to his kiog and his country. And — 


whatever flatefmen may write of the caufes of 


the rife and fail of nations ; for the 
contrary reafons, a good man will ever be 
found, to be the bett patriot and the beft fub.- 
jé& : and tho’ an individual may fay, What 
can my righteouinefs profita nation of men ; 
tmay be aniwered, That if it fhould fail of a 
bleffing here, it will have one advantage at 
leaft, which is this, ’ 

It will fave thy own foul; which inay Gop 
grant. Amen. 


END OF VOL. Ill. 


